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Yalgorup Nat iona l  Park
. algorup National Park, 50

kilometres south of Mandurah,
. incorporates ten of the

relnaining Yalgorup lakes that carty
names such as Duck Pond, Lake
Yalgorup and Boundary Lake. Lake
Preston and Lake Clifton are the largest
and most well known. Lieutenant
Surgeon Alexander Coll ie and
Lieutenant William Preston were the
6rst Europeans to discover then, while
exploring the coastl ine between
Mandurah and tsunbury in 1829.

The parkt wetland systern is
recognised by the Ramsar Convention
as being ofinternational importance. It
provides significant habitat for many
different species of waterbirds including
Australian shelducks, musk ducks, black
swans and Ausfralian pelicars, as well as
migratory shorebird species such as
whimbrels and three species of
sandpipen. The park boass rnagnificent
tuart and peppermint woodlands, and the
unique blend ofsoils and the liDrestone
rocks make for a terrain bountiful with
many native plant sPecies.
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Below rlgit Cockies tongues.
Pholo SallyanneCousans

42 LANDSCoPE

Microscopic mastetbuilders
Though Yalgorup is glorious in is

own right, it is possibly best known for
the biological treasure it shelters in one
of ia largest lakes. Lake Clifton. which is
furthest ftom the coast, contains rock-
like structures known as thrombolites
that are constructed by living organisms,
and it is one of only a Gw places in
Western Australia where they survive.

Like the fanous stromatolites
of Hanelin Pool in Shark Bay,
(see'Lilliputl Castles', I-4NDSCOPE,
Sumner 1991-92), the thrombolites are
built by n'Licroorganisnx too small for
the human eye to see. Similar organisms
were the only known form of life on
Earth ftom 3500 million to 650 nillion
years ago.Within the structures of Lake
Clifton are living communities of
diverse inhabitants with population
densities of 3000 per square metre!
These structures are built up at an
incredibly slow rate and when the
thronrbolite reaches a metre in height,
they are approxirnately 2000 years old.
Lake Clifton is the only lake inYalgorup
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