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Lrrost cverylvhere yort look lt

Herdsur:ur Leke l \cgional Plrk.

yon see birds. ( loots, Pacif ic bl:rck

dr.rcks, ibises encl Austrrli:rn shclducks

are l ikcly to bc dabbling:rt  t l re vrteri

edge during every visi t .  l t  is cst inutecl

thrt rnore drar 1(X) bird species l ivc on

or n'ound this 300-hcctare lakc rt sonlc

point of thc yeir.  Of those t lr . t  rnierere

to other arcas, sol l leHuch ls wood

srndpipers, recl-neckecl st ints tnd

cornnron slrrdpipets tr lvcl t t t i t ld-

b'ggl irrg di. t ,rncc. to Nolrv.ry. Srberir

or Chil l .  Thc Australasian Lri t tern

urd peregrirtc f i lcorr a:r '  fbuncl l t

Her<lsnrln Lake, though irt Wcster-n

Ausrrr l i l  the l i rnrcr is;r thrertctrcd

specics arrcl thc latter is in neecl of

specir l  protectiorr.  With .rboLrt 30

specics usi l lg Herdsrlr ln Lake i ts a

brecding ground. i t  is e serrctt tary fbt

birds lnd a boon fbr cirysl ickers

i r r t c re r t r d  r r r  w . r t r l l i r r { . r  s r c . r t  d i v r r : ' i t y

of our f-crtherccl f  icrtds.

Thc arcl is also uotlble lor its

rcpti lcs. SoDrc of those lotrnd at

Herdsrnan Lake, such ils the westerll

nrounrin!! skink (Eqcrrrir /rrralo-ta) :rnd

\vcstcr D tiger snlke (Aiotr'r/t/-s sr'rrfntris),

ele lnpidly being lost frorrr other p,rrrs

ol '  the Sw,ln Coastal Plein. The

presence of highly-venonous r iger

snakes is intpoltant. There ;rre otr ly :r

ferv prederors .t the hkc, so they play .t

crucir l  role i11 coDtrol l ing problcm

species sttch ls intr-ocluccd mice lnd

mts. Si l lDs iround dre plrk alcrt people

to the possibi l i ty of encountering t iqct

snrkes.Thcse wrrniDgs tntlst be kept lD

ruirrd as, evcrr on l  cool rvinteri  dly,

vi: i tor 'r  rrr:r1 aolt l(  . lc lo\s rht corl .  of t

striped onnge unde relly r,vith d:rrk

browD dorsll scales that idenri$, :t tigc'r

snlke. Unlike ll)my other types of

sD:lkes, westcrn tiger- strakcs uriy bc'

rct ivc i t  Dight or i l r  coolel wcathel.

Bur drey lrc not perticularly rgglessivc.

So long es people teke clrc to rvoid

therrr,  both species c: lD coexist lvi thout

hlrmirrg thc other.

Frog spott ing is a part icularly

popul rct iviry with chi ldreD trking

prlrt  in WA C.rtr ld Le.rgtre ovlr iclr  i r

based :rt Hcrdsuun) evcDts. However, as

idyllic as Herdslnrlr Llke is, ir lres beelt

modif ied enornrously by humalr

activity.

History
Aborigi lr l  peoplc cal led the region

Ngurgenboro, rnd uscd i t  es:r food

soLlrce :u1d a nreetiDg poi lr t .Thcir stol lc

flakcs have been found on the higih

groulld north of the lake and therc is a

leport of ln Aboriginal burial srte

wirhin two kilornetres ofthe lake edge.

European settlers first called it rhe

Grerr Lrke, brrt  by l l i36 i t  had becn

renaDled Herdsnr:rn's Llke. The

penlranent supply of fresh wirter and

the abundrnt wildlifc ilttracted settlers

Previous page
Maln Herdsman Lake at sunrise.
lnset Coot.
Photos - .Jiri Lochman

Above Reed warbler.
Photo - Michael Motcombe

Left Peregrine falcon.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

46 LANDSCOPE



It sdocsoNV'r

atr gEtts

EEC
acPos ueoo
qOnolBpualg

u.ieqBuDtcou .

+.:.'.,'''.

1\t

sanssr asorlJ lrej eJruue^ srqt .\\Es osIE
sertlnJgrP eluls aql 'slesn 

FuorlEarlar
pue slsrleJnlEu ql.epor :o3 ,{lelruuro3
'rnS 

8Z6l ur eles ro; percdud a:a,r
aSpa aqel eqr puno:e puelJo $polg

'lrysseJJnsun

aq ot Jrurqls luauraluas E.rerPlos
aqt pasnrl 'slros ,rprlE eql qtr^\

Peurqruof, 
'srql pu€ 'qSnoqr SuIpooD

qrr.tr surelqord puq 1qs ea:t aqa'stueld
aluEu SurleldeJ saqsnJlnq p.Jnporul
qlv"r 'po6ueq: alcl aql le uoueteSel
eql trqt sl,,$ lrage ePrs v 

'allrtrl e

3pq ,t1uo or se.ne!!r eeJqt3o sq8rq ruog
sle^el retE,4\ SurlnPar 'lJJgJ frl€ruerp
E peq (Zgt'9lLY) esrrdretue e.\rsuedxe
srqJ ureJo Jrlt ot Ituunt e qSno:qt
ueqr PuE a{e'I urrusPraH Jo trtd lse,,l\
-qlrou Jql olur lred au.roqso luog
ur:: luqt s0z6l dl:ea eqt ur tlnq seal
urelp loferu e 'Surpoog rlro{ uor8ar
eqt ur serpoq late,l.r eqt tuo,,ra:d oa asn
loJ alqrlrB^e raJu eqt eslreJJur ol e{EI
ei{t rrog paurclltr se,t puno:8 pue
'lueuelles rerpyos Sururnler t ro3 0Z6l
ur qf,inqc rlloqlcS ucruox eql urorJ
lq8noq sE^\ pura Z6l ur pelalduor
ala.^d 3lr.I uE(rsPreH olur surlrcl
'P.sn eq Plnor Puq leql 3roJ3q Paurerp
eq ot prq rerr :irBd auroqso .ql
ur spuelle,^ aqt tnq'urrusPreH tu asoql
ur:qt uutln:r:Ee roJ alqellns aloru aq
ol punoj aJe,4 slros :!Ed .uroqso

'araql eluEJ Pe[rJ J
qrrq.^ 'qrnqC rrloqreC utluotl
Jqt o1 p,lrajsue.n se^\ PUYI eql Jo
drqsrarrr'ro 's0061 Jr{t ul's::oqs slr uo
drrprod pue €rd 'sdo:r pesrr:: put .IrI
ueuspraH flo peaq aldoed;o sreqtunu
r.tt.r8 ua r rs068l Jqt ur qsn:p1o8
u[rlllsny lsJA\ Jq] qrr4q trorSor
aql w Paqsrtqqsa aurcraq 5urza8 alllrr
pue suap:€ torycru 'seprrep 3ur,lo1o3
er{l rJ o araql sp.re^aur^ pue sp.rcqJro
dn tas oq,a\ 'siuoru .uurrp.ueg
ot p.luer8 a.ra,la. a{e'I ueurspJeH Jeau
puBI Jo slunoue a6rel 'ygg1 ul

'sJellq{\ srluotlJ Pu3
63ua &ue11 'd:nqpr6 tueqyrl a:arr,r.
stuaprsa.r ts:g eqt Suoruv lrerlr eql ol

uewqxol tJtl - olotld
'acrur gsnoq pue slel se

qcns salcads uralqord lo slsqu.rnu u^\op
oaari olaq pue ale'l ueurspraH ol a^lleu

are soleus raEll ujolsa A ItU,! olag

|erl IteM
qlpd asn lEnC

peog
Arppunoq fred

uorlBercsu

sa]laul

009 008 0
lrncrc )llEM

slalto-L
]rnoc sruu01

sar}lrrBl
lru10 paJal aqs

s€qplcucd
luaudrnbo IP d

e+rs uo ]e^Jasqo
aJluac uorleurJolul

uo!+eurJolul
3ls lP?lrolsrH

ssarJB p€ qBsro
)lJBd reJ
ap!q prtB

s oqurIS ol ̂ey

"N

wtin
m

g
It

cu- E
B
aE
Eg

sosn luauruo.rAua prnlpN

uollcoloJd pue uorlBAresuoJ
pue6el

uEut
wtsE erluaS e+rlplrM
ueursp.raH

Y
R l/lvHlNVUe

EOE

n,5

EE
EIEC puel)jrBd

arje-l a^€dod

dnlepuoor



Above Less than eight kilometres from
Perth's CBD, Herdsman Lake offers
highly accessible nature-based
recreation opportunit ies.
Photo - Jki Lochman

Left Austral ian shelducks.
Photo - Sallyanne Cousans

Below Stormwater drains are evidence
of extensive modification of Herdsman
LAKE.

Photo - Jiri Lochman

did not prevent thc region 6orrr bcing

used for exteDsive cattle grezilg rlDd

market gprdening in thc 193{h.There

were also plans to use the lake :ls a water

supply for dl of the metropolitan arca,

although they never werc finalised

Hurds r r l r r  l l k r  w . r r  r c . r r l l  l u \ t , r Ln i t l  i r l

193(r, with a bid to l:uild an airporr over
the sire Thc rcgion,l ike nrrny othcrWA
rvctlands, hlls llso bcerr used for lvastc
,l i 'p.r ',r1. drorrglr .rrt r,,f l i i i .r l pr, 'po':rl irr
the 1970s for it to bccome a rubbish
cluurp was rgected cluc to putrlic outcry.
Public opinion rlso prevcltcd peirt
rurining at the lake in dre 197{)s.

Moves towalds conservation
The 6rst report recolunencling thc

rcservel ion of Herclsmatr Lake wes

prcprred in 1955. I t  took url t i l  1976 to

devisc a concept plau for rhe leke,

con[ainir lq rcsidcnci l l ,  inclustr ial and

wildlif'e coDservation srrrte!:ics. Bascd

on this plan, rords wcrc colrstructed

and the inclustr i l l  erer ro thc r lorth-crst

rnd thc rcsiclenti l l  zones to dre lordr-

west :lDd sollth-wcs! werc devcloPecl.

Thc plen l idcd colrservatiott  i rr  lhc

regiol by resrr ict ing access to lhc

ccntral wethnd arca. l t  prorrtotcd drc

ider of irrcreesing lubitat diversiry :rt

dre lake by crcating clcep chauncls and

sloping shores arouDd its periphery.

fhrr ' .  tht lotrr dccp l :rkcs ir t  r l te prr l-

Floreat lVarers, Florelt Lirkes, Popcye

Llke lnd Powis Lakc-wcre created,

though the proposed dcep moat

aror.rnd the entirc cdge ofdre hke is yct

to bc completecl

In 1997, Hcrdsnrrn Lake was

declarcd a regional plrk, rvi th

managenlenl rcspolsibi l i ty berng

tmnsferred to thc I)cpartnlent of

Conscrvlt ion arrcl Lattd MalrxgeDlel l t

(CALM) aud the Ciry of Stir l ing

I{egional plrks.rc pl.rccs with n:rtural
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Left Herdsman Lake is an important
breeding area for black swans.
Photo Michael Morcombe

Below left A cottage from the Soldier
Settlement Scheme in the 1920s has
been restored by the \ational Trust and
the WA Planning Commission.
Photo - Michael James/CALM

f lorving i l to chc perk) rher could

othelwisc ceusc lddit ion;r l  l lgal

bloours. Thc bulruslr clonri l lncc' cloc.,

I t .rrvuvcr. pr, 'e .r  l i ru l t ,ru,rr ' .1 rvlrcrr rt '

lcevc's d: v orrt  ovcr sLlnlnlcr.

Stmrc'gics th.rt cncorrr:ruc jointcd

rrvig rush to rcpl lcc sonrc of t i rc

bulrushcs lre lrc 'qinninq ro shorv
posit ivc r-csults. ( lALM. in ct>njunction

u' i th cornrrrrr l i tv gloups .rocl 1oc.r l

schools, hls plu)tcd sornc - l-1,00(l  trccs

lnd rusbes iu thc plrk. This vciu ll

t l r r r l l L r  l i . r r { n ) rL r , [ . r  r v i l l  i ' .  f l . , r r r . , l  r n

veriorrs rcvcgerlt ion sirt 's enru:rd lhc
park.

Cl:rtchl)rent r l l i l l r i rg! ' lncnt end

cheinege mlnlgcnrt 'Dt is r lso cri t ici l l  to
r lrc survivl l  of rhc l .rkc.

Attractions
Againsr t)re odds, Herdsnren L;rkc

l r , r i  l c rn . r i r r cd  J  \ J l a tu .uv  I u r
\\'irtcrbirds, plirrts. r'e'prilcs ll)tl flogs on

thc Sw:l l1 Colst l l  l ) lein- A thvouritc

p:rrt  of drc p;r:k is thc () l ivc Scvl l)oul '

Bolrc|vl lk. Tlr is short,  cisy rvelk t :rkcs

visirr>rs lbovc thc \\'atct_ tbr .r gre.rr

pcr-spccl ivc orr rhc lrrkels rvi ldl i f i .  Ttrc

bo:rrdrvelk lclds vou thxrugh l  dcnsc
strnd of papcrb:r:  k rrccs. This d.rrkened

,:r lr  i r .rr lr l rurl t  r \  Icrr i lD\Lclrt  (r l  \Lr l lc\ l l r

chi lclren s f lnr lsy ldvcrrrrrre rnovics:

p.rlc. rrviscccl crccs shcclcliug rrgged

srrips of berk crrrergc iiorn shilllo*,
. ,vlr tcr. Thcy sccrr a rvorld unto

thenlsclves rrrd yor.r.  e privi lcgccl

visi tor.The reel iry rbet suburbln houscs

arc only lrorrrcl 50 r)ct lcs ir \vrv rs

Ll i l i ictr l t  t .r  l .r t l t ' rrr .  f l rc L'orrdrr.r lk rs

ncxt to drc rrrai l l  crrt l i rrcc ca] 'palk, r l

the conlcr of Flvnn end Sclby Stlccts
in ( lhr.rrclrhnds, .rncl is .rcccssiblc to

lvhcclclr l i ls.

Tltclc alc sevcrll pl:ryeround lnd
picnic lrels at Hc:rlsrur Llkc l{cgiorul

I)ark. A glirlpsc of lili .rs rn c'rlly sctrler

50 l.AN l)scoPll
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