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r ingtr i l  possunrs h;rve r lso Lrccn

r-eintrodrrcecl to the srnctLlilry. ID d1e

p;rsr, stlff at AW(l nlorlitorcd tlrcse

popuhtio:rs vie t l turtcr ly cage tr:rPPir lq

scssions. Horvcver, rvi th lvovl ics str

atrrrndlnt, rrclr ly every tr:rp cithcr

coutl inccl r rvoyl ie or hld becn

r r rgge rud  I ' y  u  woy l i c .  r t t . r k i r r q  i t

di f f icLrl t  to nonitor populat ions of

other rlliruirls by trappinu.

Tlrc 'rr , i  rss of woyl icc. l l  Kirr irk. lr l ) i . l

cnlbled tlrc property to bc used as e

source of aninrals fbr othel aLcas.

Betwccn 2(XX) rnd 201)2, nrore thrr l

2(X) rvoylics u,ere nanslocrtcd to the

Avon Valley, including to Avon Valley

Natiorul Park-the 6rst tiurc uirnals

brcd ou :r privttcly-orvncd sarrctultr'y

hld bccrr releascd irrto r 
'Wcsteln

Ausrlalirn natiorrill park. Sttbscqucnt

rrrori tol ing shorvc'd thlt  rernoving sucl 'r

higb luurbcrs of rvol ' l ies had l i t t le

i r r r p . r .  t  "D  t  l r e  p . rp r r l . r c i o t r  . , t  K , r r , r k , r r r r i . r

ln totrl, 302 s,oylies hlve ttolv beeD

rclclscd into rlre Avorr V;rlley. Most of

t l t c ru  I t . r vc  c r r r r r c  l l o r t t  K . t r . r k l t r t t . t

Slncrrrtry, bul so:ne rvere sorttccd lrorn

K,uryan;r Wildlife llchrbilitrtion Cerrtre

lud other rvi ldl i te clrers.

Arrother srlal l  and eldelr ing

nursupial,  t l re clrrencla, h.rd l l rgely

dis;rppeared frotu the Avon Vll ley.

Whilc i t  hrs persisred in stnal l  pockets

o f  t l r r  r u r c ropo l i t . r n  : r s r r r r r .  i t  i s  L r sc

losirg ics nltuml habitet to

cieveloprnents for housirlEj, bc'tter roxds

or comrrtrrnity f ;Lci l ic ies. ln a

coopcntive effort,  clucnda rvere

tr ippcd at devclopnrenr sites by

l icerrscd cnvironrnerrtal cortstt l tants and

delivered to CALM's Wildlifc' Brrnch,

lvhere they rvere fittcd with ear t.gs

lnd rclcascd into Avon Valley National

l)ark. Strf f  .r t  CALMIs Wooclvrle

Reselrch Clentre :rlso rrndc'rtook sorrrc

tt:rpping. Sorlre quc'trdl rvere provicled

by Karakanrir Sanctulry whcrc, like the

rvoylies, thcy had built up to high

densiries after r-elocltion, predonirl.rntly

fi'olr developurent sites.

A
KrotnelTes

Left In total,3o2 woylies have now been
released in the Avon Valley.
Photo - )iri Lochman
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Above A tammar wallaby is released at
Walyunga National Park.

Right CALM's Peter Orell and l im Maher
releasing tammar wallabies at Avon
Valley National Park.
Photos - Chtistine Frcegatd/CALM

and Querekin for release into che Avon
Valley, including Paruna and the two
natioml parks.

The tarrnar wallaby, until recently
also a threatened species, was another
native manll]ul that had becoDre a
local pest. Sirce fox baiting began at
Tutanning Nature l{eserve (about 20
kilometres east of Pingelly) in 1984,
tammar wallabies had become so
abundant that for years they had
ventured beyond the reserve
boundaries to feed on pasture and
crops in adjoining paddocks. While
plentiful at Tutanning, they have
disappeared lrorrr v:rst arrrs of rheir
forner range, so establishing other
poptrlrrions is ln inrport:rnr str.rregy for
the overall conservation of che species.

To reduce the population size at
Tr.rtanning Nature Reserve, animals
wer-e relocated to the Avon Valley,
thereby establishing a new viable
colony. The population size at
Tutanning Nature Reserve ls
monitored via spotlighting to enslrre
that rcnloval of animals does not cause
the population co decline to
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extinct ion. In total,264 tan lars were
taken from Tutanning Nature Reserve
and released in the Avon Valley,
including Paruna and the rwo national
parks, between 2001 and 2004.

Abundance at Avon
Significant progress has been made

du r i ng  t he  hs t  f ew  yea rs  i n  t h i r
ambitious fauna recovery project, and a
number of species are now reclaiming
the Avon Valley as home.

Staff at AWC have radio-tracked
rock-wallabies at Paruna and
confirmed successful breeding, with

snral l ,  Iocal ised move ments around
individual granite outcrops. Rock-

wallaby scats have recently been
discovered near the boundary between
Walyunga National Park and Patuu:r,
equidistanc from the two release sites,
conf i ru r ing  rh r t  r l re  rpcc ies  i r
spreading out along the valley. Rock-
wallabies produce prolif ic and
distinctive scats, so these can be used to
monitor their distribution. Jim Maher,
the ranger-in-charge at Avon Valley
National Park, often sweeps rock
ledges clean and returns a few days
later to 6nd fresh scats left by resident
rock-wallabies. Initially, radio-tracking
at Paruna rcvealed a few unexpected
losses to passing trains, until a water
trough was provided and a fence built
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Rlght Bushwalkers at Syds Rapids in
Walyunga National Park.
Photo - Jay Sarson/Lochman
Transparencies

Below Volunteers carrying hessian bags
containing black-f lanked rock-wallabies
into the release site at Waryunga
National Park,
Photo - Christine FreeEad/CALM

Early indications suggest that rock-
wallabies, woylies and quenda are
successfully populating the valley and
breeding there. Tarnrnar wallabies are
more dilhcult to monitor, but are
known to be establishing well at
Paruna. Chuditch appear to have
recolonised the entite valley under
their own stean. Additional releases of
animals wil l be considered if
monitoring shows that nurtlbers are
not increasing. and to increase genetic
diversity of the populations.

Volunteers and vlsitors
The project rcpresents a successful,

cooperative relationship between a
governnent organisation (CALM) and
a private, non-profit organisation
(AWC), with signifrcant contributions
made by individual volunteers and
volunteer organisations such as
Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation
Centre and Malaga Fauna
Rehabilitation Foundation.

Comrnuniry involvement has been
an important feature of the AvonValley
reintroductions. The rclease sites werc
often inaccessible to vehicles, so
helping hands were needed to carry
the animals to their new homes.
Volunteers also provide vital assistance
with ongoing monitoring, such as
rccording counts of rock-wallabies on
granite boulders. Eager volunteers with
a variety of ages and backgrounds
have been recruited through local
conservation and landcare networks by
park rangers and AWC staff.

In some cases, young quenda have
been trapped and considered too
small for immediate release. Thesc
have been taken to Kanyana Wildlife
Rehabilitation Centre or Malaga
Fauna Rehabilitation Foundation,

where they have been cared for until
they are large enough to have a good
chance of survival when released.

The native wildlife is an integral
part of the Avon Valley environment,
and it is hoped that visitols will begm
to notice the diversity of mammal
fauna now found there. Both CAIM
and AWC offer opportunities for
visitors to experience the wonders of
the region.'While many of the specres
are nocturnal or cryptic in nature, these
animals may become more noticeable
by sheer numbers, as a result of the
protection afforded them in thrs
important conservation area. People
pursuing recreational activities such as
camping, bushwalking and canoeing
are encounged to look out for anY
furry onlookers.

Chr stlne Freegard sa project otficer
involved in Jauna conservation
planning based at CALIV's Wildlife
Branch n Kensington and may be
coniacied on (08) 9334 0579 or by
email (christinef@calm.wa.govau).

Peter Orell is the Westen Shield
zoologist, also based at CALM's
Wildlife Branch in Kensington, He
may be contacted on (08) 9334 0454 or
by email (peter@calm wa.gov.au).

Andre Schmitz is the nat onal
sanctuaries manager for AWC and
may be contacted on (08) 9226 0340 or
by el"nail (andr@australianwildlif e.org)
For information on ihe conservatlon
projects undertaken by AWC please
visit wwwaustralianwildlif e.org.
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