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urien B"y Marine Park,
enconrpassing the waters between
Green Head and Wedge lsland, was

the 6rst rnarinc park to be created in
Western Australia since 1990, and is an
important step in the Statet plan to
develop a courprehensive marine
consetvauon reserve sys[em.

Under new management
Management of the park's marine

environment requires specialist skills
and equiprrent. The Department of
Conservation and Land Management
(CAIM) vessel Caretta is being used for
regular patrols and to rescue a number
of entangled sea lions, and the
Deparn'nent of Environment has made
its vessel DEPI available for warer
qualiry monitoring.

A Marine Parks Coordinator and a
Marine Conservation Officet have

ajurton Bay M.dno P.rk

been on board since early 2004. Two
more marine park rangen will be
appointed later this year to complete
the team of marine management
specialists assigned to the park.

Differenr activiries are permitted in
different zones within Jurien Bay
Marine Park. Although most of the
park is designated for multiple use,
which includes activit ies such as
recreational and commercial 6shing,
some areas are set aside as sanctuary
zones. Therefore, it is important for

park users to be able to identify which
zone they are in and what activities can
be undertaken there. lnstallation of 'on

water' zone markers is now under way,
and a signage and informarion plan for
terrestrial areas adjacent to che park is
k- i - -  i - - l - - ' - - r - ,1

Gommunity involvement
Despite some early misgivings by

the conrmunity (see 'Vision Splendid',
LANDSCOPE, Spring 2003), the

Jurien Bay Marine Park is now
acknowledged as a n-rajor achievement
for marine conservation. Graharl
Edgar, one of Australia's foremost
marine scientists, who undertook an
independent assessment of the proposal
to establish the Jurien Bay Marine
Park, regards it as'the best marine
protected area in southern Australia-
with a long gap to second place'.

Communiry involvement and
education are essential in gaining
public support for the marine park's
nanagement and conservation. Local
events, such as the Jurien Blessing of
the Fleet, the 40th anniversary of
Cervantes and the Easter fair, have
provided the chance to familiarise
visitors with the park's objectives and
values and to develop a register of
volunteers interested in taking part in
baseline monitoring ofthe park.

Ten regional schools have been
visited as part ofa school program, and
so far some 900 students have been
educated about marine conservation

Prcvious page
Maln Limestone cliffs and fringing reef at
Whitlock lsland.
Photo - Brctt Dennis/Lochman
Trcnsparencies
Insets Jurien Bay is the most significant
Australian sea lion breeding area in WA.
A cow watches closely over her three to
four-week-old pup.
Photo - Kevin Crane/CALM

Above left Fishermans lsland.
Photo - Alex Steffe/Lochman
Transparencies

Left lvore than 150 boats were launched
from .Jurien over the Easter 2OO4
weeKeno.
Photo - Kevin Crane/CALM
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