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. There is no cure for dieback
drsease.

. Preventing the disease's spread
is ihe best way to manage it.

. The disease aitacks the stems
and roots of planis, preventing
the uptake of water, Infected
plants often appear to be dying
f rom drought conditions.

' Forty per ceni of plant species
native to WA's South West are
vulnerable to infection.

. l\4anagement practices include
establishing cleaning stations to
avoid transport of contaminated
soil, phosphiie tree lnjections
and plant spraying, seasonal and
permanent road and trail
closures, and lnformation signs,

. WWF predic'ts unmanaged
dieback could cost the
Australian economy about $1.6
bil l ion in the next 10 years.

dre DWG fblured,25 local :ruthol i t les

have adopred pol icies and procedures

for dieback nlarrilgemelt.

The tiurely relcase' of the World

Widc Fund for N.rture's (WWF!)

booklet, .4rrc.virg Ph)aopliltoftl Dicbdck
- tlrc BiL Ltqiral Bril/do--ct l;rsc October,

coincided rvith rhe tenth anniversary of

rhe forurrt ion of dre RDAG. The

booklet ernph:rsises the inrportance of

everything rhe RDAG embodies:

commrnity alarc'ne'ss and involvement

to suppress rhe spleld ofdic'back diselse.

Thc  book l c t .  dcv rJuped  iD

partnership lvich rhe Strte

government' .s Diel:ack Cotrsultat ive

Council, highlights the efforts of the

many groups niming to stop the

metrphorical bul ldozer thrr is dieback

disease. The publication lists the DWG

and community groups, including the

RI)AG, as inregr^l to halting the spread

of rhis threlt through south western

Australiai planr communities, rvildlife

atd landscapes.

As rvell :rs ldvisory and research

gror.rps focused on dieblck disease,

olgnisltrons encouragitg comrrrunlty

involvement lnd lrvareness play :rn

important role. The volunteers they

recruit  iuplement labour-intensive

nlanagellent pr:rct ices that local
goverDrne[ts oflen cannot afford, even

if they have developed dieb:rck

!rraDagellrent phns.

Colquhor.ur said a group of 20

voluDtee$ could spend half a day

injecting trees protecting the trees

from the disease for five years lvhile

rhey erloyed the bonditg experience

of part icipating in a hands-on

conservatlon project.

As the WWF's booklec indicetes,

there is nore to Plt)t tophtlnta

abarement than tree inject ion.

Horvever, RDAG\ entrepreneuriel

Above DWG Dieback Project Officer
Christopher Dunne demonstrates the
phosphite injection technique at Alinjarra
Primary School in Alexander Heights.
Teachers, parents and students from the
school participated in the dieback
treatment effort.
Photo Anqie Michael

initiatives empowered the Roleystone

cornmunity rvhen it faced devastation

of its natural rreas due to dieback.

Fol lowing l{oleystone\ lead, other'

communities tlking an active role ur

dieback prevention are discovering the

positive ilnpact of cheir efforrs on the

health ofthe local environment.

Ashley Taie Townsend is a gradLlate student intern w th CALlvl 's Strategic
Deve op.nent and Corporate Affa rs Div s on She is focus ng on env ronmenta
studies and commLrnications atVirginia Cornmonwealth Univers ty n R ch.aond,
V rgin a USA. She may be contacted via emai (atownsend@alumn .virg n a ed!)

To obta n a copy of Arresting Phytaphlhara Dieback the Bialagical Bulldazer
contact Helen P tman via en]ai (hpitman@wwf org au) The booklet answers bas c
qL.rest ons about dieback and descr bes how nd vlduals can avoid spreading the
d  seaseand  pa r t i c i pa te  n  p reven tonac t  v i t i es  Copesa re lm i t ed .

For rnore informat on on managing d eback, v sit  CALIVI s lvlanag ng D eback
webs ie ai httpr//www naturebase.net/ptolects/dieback sp ash html

To f nd out how you can ioin commun ty groups and part ic pate in Phytaphthora
prevention contact the Dieback Working Group on (08) 9257 9937
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