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ost Wcstern Austral ians love

esc:rpirrg to drc otltdoors to

cxpericncc l l l  thl t  ott t  nl turl l

eDvirol1rrrcnt hls co of ler, \ \ 'hethcr I t i

to sercne Rrrests, hkes lud rvetlends

buzzing rr,ith life, co:rst:rl rvoodlalrds

echoing rvich the cel ls ofcocketoos. or

picrurcsque nrlr inc plrks. These

exper-icnccs l i lk rrs u' ich tt l tur,r l

ccosystcrl ls ald help tts to urrrvind l t td

relresh frorn the bus,v d:rily schcdLrles of

orrr l ives.

While run,v of Perch'.s t-r:sidelrts lrrcl

visitol's tr':lvel fbl hours dorvrl souch

lrnd to ot lrcr distarrt . t t td of-tcl  tc ' tr tote

pl lccs uorch artcl  eest to ert jov rhesc

sctt inqs, nrorc;rnd ruot 'c people are

rcalising they can llso have rvonderful

n . r r r r c  c \pc r ' r c r r ccs  t  i g l r t  o r t  t l t c i r

doorstcps, irr  the nrenopoli tan arca.

Born in the hills and growing

Ir1 thc l i te 198(ls, CALM hunched

rhe 
'Go Bush! '  program, rv}t ich

opcritcd solely in the hi l ls east of

Pelrh. Thc Hil ls Forest Discovcry

Cenne rvm crelteci nelL Mundering to

ploviclc a venue fbr nrany Go Br.rsh!

:rctivities, rvith progratus also tlking

pl lcc in neuby ;ueas such ls Joht
Fol lcst Naciorul Pltk.

Acrivitics rr,ere designed to excite

and intr igue peoplc'  by Presenting
nlture in a vibrant end colourfr.rl way,

:urd by giving theur the opportuniry to
qet'h.nds-or)' with llrtive rvildflorvers

nd wildl i fe The program cluickly

developed l strotg follorving and a

rcputrtion as tn il)trovator in nature-

blsed interpretive activi t ies.

ln 2001, with nrany years of

successfnl hills-blscd plogratls under'

its belt, the tiure rv:rs ripe to take nature

activities to thc' ltrth coastrl plain lnd

intloduce residents to natural lreas uear

rvhere they lived, rvorked and played.

The expanded program, nlnrc'd 
'Nearer

to Nlturc' ,  aimed to connect people of

all ages to rrrtunl ecosysteils.

Nearer to Nature
Modert l i fc has becourc fair ly

deteched 6om nature, but, drankfully,

many ireas in and around Perth htve

letained vigorous ecosysteirls. These

urban natur;rl arels are vital to the

ftrture health ofour society.

Likc i ts predeccssors, Nelrer to

Nrture Llses 5;uided activi t ies and

knowledgeable guides to provide

infomration, storytel l ing .t trd

e\Perrertces, aDCl lo cr elte

opportunities for people to become

fanililr rvich or devclop a {:reater

understalding of nltural eltvironnrelts

tear wherc rhey live'. During the p:rst

three years, the progrlm has introduced

lllalny thousrnds of people to :r much

wider r;urge of experietces lnd

environments, f iom the hi l ls to the

coastal plain and occrn beyond.

Previous page
Main A group enjoys a reptile activity in
the scenic Herdsman Lake Regional
Park.

Above far left Native animal encounters
are enthrall ing experiences for people of
all ages.
Photos - Michael James/CALM

Above left Joeys and other native
animals feature regularly in Nearer to
Nature activities.
Photo - Tony Natthan/CALM

Lett Koodah Cornwall displays traditional
Nyoongar tools.
Photo - Jii Lochman/CALM
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rccr,clccl ruetcr- ir ls.rrt , :1 rr ' .r lk l  r ' : rr- icn ot

t l r cks  rnd  t t . r r l s
( )nc  o i  t l t c  r r r os t  pop t l | l r  i r r r d

r D \ l u r l l r {  . , L  I l \  l l r (  \  i '  \ i s l r n l r r i r '  l  l r r '

i rvolvcs r l{uiclct l  sporl isht irr l  rr . t t t

f i r l lorvcd bv closc crtcoutrrcrs uit l r

nrlr-srrpi.r ls . trrd odrcr f i r lcst . t l i rrr l ls.

rvlr i lc :r  plotcssionl l  rr  i l r l l i fc ci trcr

irrpirrts int l i tuirg urtr l  f iscirr l t i rrg t :r lcs

ol_ t lrc .rrr inr l ls r-cr l .rrk.rblc tr ' . l i t \  Tlrc

opportrrnitv to toLrch. pi l t  xrr( l  hold

thcsc .rnir l l ls rhl i l l :  trLrrrc ir l rr l  okl

r l ikc.

Environments to explore
l 'crth.s cight rct iorrul p.r lks .rr-c . ,

ur:r jor f i rcrrs of thc Nc:tr cr '  !o Nllut-c

iral ivi t ies I  hcsc i trcus. Irrurr:rgcd L)r '
(  A l  M l  l { .  S I , ' r . r l  l ' . r r k '  U l r r . , , ' r r r . r i r r

l ic i l i r ics :Lrch ,ts cr l  i t rr tr trrctt t i t l  l rr t l

l is i trx ccrrrrc, i .  l ro:rrds.r lks. rr l ]ktr l i ls.

l-ccrc.rt i()n lrcls :rrrr l  i r tccrprct ivc sitrrs

I\cgionul pit tks irr thc rr rctr t  4xrl i r l rr
. l rc. l  i re nr()st lv irr  rr oodl lrrd : tr td

\\ 'ct lJrtd crrvirotrtrr ct l ts .rr ld i l rc

sLrrpt isinglr r ich in Ir,rr i lc u i  t lorr cts

. r r r d  r v l l d l i f c  Fo r  e r i t t r r p l c .  t r u t r r

rc: idcrrts rrool. l  bc ut l .rzct l  to dlseovcr'

r h r t  b i r r l :  t l o l r r  S ibc I i I  n r i q r : t t c  t o

\\et l i l l ld\ i rr  l )cIth\ southclrr strbtr lbs

rlurirg thc n(r ' thcl n \ \  i l l !cr ' .

Thc  Nc .uc r  ( r  N l t t t t c  t cu t l t  i s : t l so

ro rk i r g  u i r h  t hc  ( l i n  o f  S r i r l i ng  t o

coordin.rtc . la! i \  i t ics .rt  St.rr Srr,t tr tp

l { csc t vc  i u  No l t l r  I l c r ch  T I r c

l lcrdcrson Envirortrrtctr! ,r l  ( lcrrn-c i .  . '

uoudcrt ir l  l r .rsc f ionr ulr ich t() c\plorc

th l \  l c sc r \ c

Tuo  i n rpo r - t l n t  l t ) . t r ' r l l c  f l t k \ -
Mulnrion M.rr irrc l) l rk. l r l j lccrtt  to thc

l r ( ) r ! hc I r )  sL rbL r  r bs .  . r r r . l  Sho l l \ . r r c r

Isl lrds M.rirrc l) l rk. i rr  thc s()rrth nclr '

I \ockingh:urr srr ' .rddlc thc co.lst ()f

srrbrt lb.rr l )cIth. Ird Nc.trcf to Nltut-c

: lct i \  i t ics ir) i rnt l  r longsir lc thcsc f l l rks

Top left  Spotl lghting walks through
natura areas are popular act ivi t ies.

Centre left  Wildf lower wa k in the Hil ls
Forest at l!4undaring

Left ColourfuL sea stars de ight
part icipants at the marine park touch
pool act ivi ty.
Photos MichaelJanes/CALM
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Top Two boys meet a quokka under the
supervision of a registered carer.

Above A school group discusses
features of Marmion Marine Park before
their activity.

Top right An opportu'r ty to rest and lalh
about low impact cycling along the
l\4unda Biddi Trail.
Photos - Michael James/CALM

lncl l i f i '  rv;rs nrore co)nfblrrblc in

i e l t . r i r t  p l . r cc .  Ne . t t c t  t o  \ . r t r r r r ' ' ' S i s

Selsons Walk'oudines dris systcnr lnd

rvhl l  eech sersol nreiDt to NvooDgir

pcople Other lct ivi t ics inchrcle alcient

tool rnrkins, bush ruckcr, tut l i t ional

stor ies, lnd cul lulr l  drnce lnd sirrgine-

Activrtrcs l t .r tu l ' ,  er drvrl .rpud ror '

peoplc of al l  lges. rvi th chi ldren rs
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voung rs lhr_ce lcrr l l inq . lboLl l

ttadition.ll Nyooo5lat cultur-e.

Europeen heritagc is i lso

inextr ic:rbly l inkcd to WA\

environnrent- Johrr Fol rest Netiot lal l

Perk is thc Sti tc 's oldest nrt ioni l  p:r lk

and contl ins i ts only rei l  runncl. Nelrer

to Niture\ guidcd history l , l lks

includc descript ions ofthc p;Lrk' .s long

hisrory :rs l  t ivouri te picuic :rrrd

rel.rxrrion destin.ttion, and tales rclitillg

t o  l l t c  (  u l ) \ t r r ) ( t i o rL t r r d  . r pc r ' . r c i o r r  o i : r

rr i l  l i : re co the l)ul irg l{ ;urge.Whethcr

i t  is subrrrbrn regior)al pi lks, or lhc

historic Mund:uing Weir pleci lct closc

to Thc Hills For-r:st l)iscovery Ccnrrc,

.r l l  . ' i  l t l t l r \  Ir i r lur ' .r l  . l r( .1\ l t .rvr ' tor ies

that relerc !o Europeiur velues lnd ttsc

of thc areiL duri lg the l lst 175 -ve:rrs.

Customised proglams
Neerer co Natr.rrc ollirs lrlrlch rnorc

thur jusl the selsonal lct ivi ty progt.tr trs.

A group booking ser,, ' ice t l lorvs people

to  o l c i rD r \ r , r  n . r t t t t . r l  c rpe l i c r l , e  co  ' t r i t

thcir prrt icuhl intelests lrrd needs.

Mlny ch:rr i ty arrd ,vourh orgrnisrt iorrs,

br,rsinesses, sport ing lnd social cl t tbs arrd

tolrrisol glor.rPs use Ncilrcr lo Nltrlre

to e\periclce WA\ biodivcrsity in r

rrnllc of scttilgs lt diflercrrt rimes of

the chv, rveck lnd yeer

Ne:rrcr to Nattlft' runs :r l11trit1c

r . l u , . t t i on  p log r ' . r r r r  : . pu . i l r c . r l l y  l t  r

schools, rvirh l  nurnbel of curr iculunr

l irrked ectivi t ics. Foresr carnpiug is l lso

lvai lablc. l , i th l  Lttr ivcrsal tccess

cuurpsitc l t  The Hil ls Forcst l) iscoverv
(lentre in Murrcl lr ing. M.tDv gtoups

:rncl l i rni l ics l ink thcir clrnpotrr rvi th:t

Nelrer !o Nature ict ivi lv ro n)akc the

rrrost of r lreir- fbr 'est c\pel icncc.

Where to from here?
Ncir ' .1 to Nrtt l tr ! 'has conrc e long

\\, i l ) 's i lcc i ts origins irr thc hi l is Nos',

everyone irt  l )errh I ivcs reesol lblv closc

lo . r I Lu r ' . 1  \ \ ' l l c I . c  r l l c r  i . r r )  l . l r t l ( r p . t l r  i l )

l  Neerer to Nirt l l lc . tct ivi lv :rDd

discover rrrtive rvilclllorlers end u'ildliitl

i l  thcir ncigbbourhood. Nc\\ '  i rct ivi tres

erc contiDuouslv bcing clc.t tccl lnd

n ( \ \ '  v r r r uc .  l i ' r cd  r r r  t l r e  . r i t i v i c l

progr' .rrrr.  Look out fbr Nc;lrer ro

Nirtulc lct ivi l ies conl ing to a l latural

tr'eil l)clll vou.

@ec@
Naarar ttl Nafrzra

Darren Gil lespie s the Markei ing and
Promotions Off icer for CALM s Swan
region. He can be coniacted on
(08)9474 7038 or by email
(darrengi@calm wa.gov.au).

For iurther information on Nearef to
Naiure phone (08) 92952244 at v sil
wv!wnatuf ebase,net/n2n.htmL.
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