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I  r r  ' p r i n r  . l t r d  \ u r r l r r l c r .  r v l t e t r  t l r e

I  r vc l t l r r r  , , r : r l r r r .  . t r r d  r v i l d t l o r ve r t

bloonr, ir is eesy to believe that molc

th:u 12,51X) spccics grorv (meny of

t lrenr rrot 'here else) in Wcstern

Austrllil\ South West. Thc South lVest

hes e selsorul ly dry, Mcditcrmne:r:r

clinrate end, fbr part ofthe yelr', is prorre'

ro f irc. M:rny of thc species th:rt

contributc to thc areals spect;rculer floral

disphy elc thleateued by the etlects of

rveud iuv.r. ior. l .rnd clcrrrrrr.  . .r l i rr i r)

and dieback-lr cliscnsc cruscd by the

introduccd pllnr perhogcn Piryttrpltirora

ai lrr inonFlDlorrg other things

Ver ious l loverl l l l lel l l  aDd

coDservation orgeDisir iol ls luve long

rvor*ed lurd to colscrve lnd rnanlqe

dre Srare'.s plent biodiversity. In the plst

declde, t l rcy h:rve sreppcd up their

conuuitrt tent to conseLve and tt t l t tagc

the ale:r\ f-lorel biodiversity through

the Nationir l  Slr ir legy for rhe

Conservlt ion of Arrst lal ials Biological

I) iversiry (199(r),  thc Western Austl . . l l ia

Snte Srl ini ty Stlategy (20(X)) ;rnd thc
(i lob,r l  Srr ' .rrcgry lor Pl:rnt Ctrrrserv.rt iorr

(2(x)2).
Collect ing l tnd storinq seeds rn r

' b l r k  r s  o r r r  \ \ . l y  t o  f r o tua t  t hc  ' pcc i cs .
'Seedblnking' supporrs rrurr lgement of

popul;rt iorrs in the rvi ld end ensures

secd nr;Ltcrial and inform;rtion is not

lost i f  the species becones extinct.

Insuring natural assets
Silcc tJre early 196{h, Kinss Pa*

ald Botu'r ic Grrden hu col lcctcd:r:rd

storcd seeds of i l l lportal l t  species,

nrostly lor displey, educrt ion and

Ieselr.-h pulposes.

l{e;rlising the leed for l storage

f.rci l i ty fbr conscrv: l t ion, r ire

l)eperorleDt of Conservrt iolr l l ld Lrnd

M. rn . rqc r r c r r t  (CA l  M)  e r t . r b l i J r rd  i t '

orvD lorrr j- l t Inr .ccd ' t .r ,re( l i rci l i ry iD

1992 to srole thc' sec'ds of rarc,

thrcrtcncd and poorly-knorvn locrl

phnt spccics (scc 'Blnking for che

ftrture', L NDSCOPE, Wintcr 1 99(r).

I ts early focus rvits ou species

thrc'atc'ncd by dieblck, and specres

requir ing irruledi:rte or futrue recover-y

prograrrs.This initi:rtive was recognised

by the Nlt ionl l  Thlcat Abrtcnclrt  Pl: lD

lbr Dieback Caused by the Root-rot

Fr.rngus (P/rytr lr l r t l rrra t i  n n anon l ,  2( l( . , ,

ls ln llllporltnt lltcllsutl' co plotccl

species thrcatened by the dise:rse.

Global initiative
I n  I 999 ,  t he  UK \  Seed

Conservation Depll t l r lent at the Royal

llotanic Gardels iu Kerv developed the

Mil lenniunr Sccd l lank thc rvorldi

lergest sced bank lrcl  lssoci l ted

t'scrrc-h ficiliry specifically for thc

conservrt ion of rvi ld species. I ts focus

rvas to collcct and store seed s:rrtrples,

priru:rr i ly fronr the rvorld's erid arrd

semi-aricl  regions, so as to dcvclop

;Lnd iurplernent f lor l  conservation

prograurs.Thc l inr is to stolc sccd 6onr

1{) per ccnt ofrhe rvorldls drylend f lora

(about 2'1,0(X) spccics) by 2010.

To lchievc thcsc objcct ivcs, thc

Mil lennium Secd lJrnk sct our to forse

. r  . r I i c .  o f  co l l , r b , rm t r vc  p . r r t r r e l i l r r p .

rvith v,rr iorrs ors. loi\ .r t ion,i  iD cotrDtl ics

around the s'or ' ld, including North

Arrrericr, Soutlr Afi  ica, M:rdag:rsclr,

Nlrnibi l ,  Botsrvlu:r,  Kenyl, Slucl i

Arebie, Chile, Me\ico and, lr tcly,

Ch ina .

Proiect development
In 2001, the WA goverl lnlent begrn

a nine-year partnership rvith the

Mil lenniunr Secd Brnk Prqcct (scc

Prcvious page
Main Fruits of the rare Chapman's
southern wattle (Acacia chapmanii
subsp. austrailsl.

Above The narrow mountain bell
lDarwinia hypericifol ia), which is
confined to Stirl ing Range National Park.
Photos - Anne Cochrcne

Left The Welcome Trust Building in Kew,
uK, which houses the Millennium Seed
Bank.
Photo - Courtesy of the Millennium
Seed Bank Project
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l l rc ;rctLr.r l  recrl  col lcat ir trr : lccoun!cd
fbr ' , l i )() lr t  l  thi lr l  oic.rch vclr ' \  rrolk
Th r '  r ' cn r . r r n i nq  t i n r c  \ \ . t s  \ pcn !

1 ' r '  , ,  " i  r l  t l r ,  * , , 1  ' r r , l  I r I | . ' | | I r I r i ,  I I
, r boo t  co l l c c t i o  s .  i  ( ) l ) 1 t  ( ) t hc l '

r . t i v i  i , ,  A  l L r r r r l ' ,  r ' , ' i : , . r r r ' , , , l l . . r i r r .
oif \  l )et\ \ccrr thc trroWA olg.rrr is.rt ions
hclperl  slcngrhel ugcncv ! ics. cnsurcd
r r r i n i n r : r l  t l r r p i i c . r t i on  o i  c t i i r r  t  , r nd
.r l loucd col lccrors to lc.rr-n t irrnr e:reh
( ) t hc r -  A  n rcn rbc t  o i  r l t c  M i l l c r t l i r r r r r
Sccrl  l ] .r lk l)r 'ojccr\ scct l  curl t iol l  !c.ul
to()k p.ut in olc col lcct iorr.  :rrrr j  .r
f in r lrcl  colI  r  t ion t l ip ' .r .rs dorrc u i t l t  .r1l
thrcc i) i t l  t l tel-\  i I l  l l )Ol.

Equipment and training
T l t c  p ro j cc t  en lb l cd  t he  pu rchu rc

ot spcci:r l iscrl  cquipnrcrrt  f t)  \upl)()r l
,  l l ,  '  t i , ' r r  r r , , i  ,  '  r \ r r \  r ' r ' , r .  \ \ . , r k  r r
WA An irstr unrcnt to lrclrsurc \cc(l
t j l i t l \ l l t t \ .  l "  l l t r ' l .  r \ L  t I t r ,  r , , l t f , r ! \  \ r l

rhc t |  r  i rrg Proccsr lrct irr-c sror,rqc. . tn(l  .r
L)l( \ \cr.  to \cf. l l . l tc nl lr tut( sccrl  i j .orI
c rDp t \ .  11 ( )o r - l \  dc r c l ope r l  sccd  . t l l d
olhcr r)r. l lc l i .r l .  rrcre pLrlch,rscrl  to hclp
cnsulc th.t t  \ tr)r 'cd \cc(l  u:rs oi qood

qrr,r l in
_lcchuic.r l  

,rnt l  r 'csc.rrclr !r ,r ir i rrq lho
p l . r \ cL l  , r r )  i n rpo l t , r r r t  l o l c  i n  t I c
cxc l r . r nqc  o i  i dc l s  . r r r d  c rpc r  r c r r ces .  t l r e
u \e  ( ) 1  r c \ \  eq r r i pn t c r r t .  . r nd  t l t e
, l  r , l , ' l ' r r t ,  r r r  ' ,  1 (  \ \  . k r l l ,  r r .
co r r l r r r r c t i on  r r  i r l r  o thc t  lV l i l l c r r n i L rn r
Sccrl  l i : rrk l)r 'ojcct sr.rf i .  Sc,.cr.r l
Wcrre lr  ALrstr ' .r l i . l ls .r tcrrdcd .rr
lrr !cr r l . l l ior l l l  sccrl  ccLrlogv e()DlircD...
i l r)( i  \ txf-f  i i )  l  l { . \ \  \ ' is i fcr l  WA ir l
| r I r ( ) os  t iD rc \  c l L r r i r ) g  t hc  l ) . t \ f  t h r . cc
vc . t I s  T r , r iD in l t  p l ( ) g t , l  ) s  \ \ c t c  i l l \ ( )
co r r l uc t c r l  t i r  r  t i t r l t i r r q  con tn tu r r i t i t , .
b t r s l t l . r nd  co rs r . r r . r t i on  o rq .u r i \ l t i o , , , .
l r l t t tr tccrr , tr tr l  scltool gl()ups to l . l t \c
l \ \ l rcrrcss .rb()ut t l rc Pl-() iccr. A po\tcr

Top left  CALM Techn cal
Crawford (eft) and Luke
Kings Park and Botanic
co lect ing seed n WA.
Phota - Anne Cachftne

Off icer Andrew
Sweedman from

Garden

Centre left  Inside the laboratory of the
Threatened Flora Seed Centre.
Phato Michael Janes

Left Buds of narrow-/eaved bushy yate
\Eucalyptus petila).
Photo Anne Cocllrane
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