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or at least the last 20 yean the
Corteio da Azra has been the

most sought-after wreck on the coast
ofWestem Austmlia.

The Correio da ,42fu was described
in historic accounts as:'coming from
Lisbon to Macau against weather, seas
and wind, fire, shallows and coastal
dangers and errors ofmaps'when it ran
aground on Ningaloo Reef at about
1.00 am on 26 November 1816. Macau
at that time was the oldest permanent
European seftlement in Asia. It was
Ieased to the Portuguese in 1557 and
returned to China (after the lease ran
out) in 1999. [n the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, Macau was a
focal point for Portuguese trade in the
Far East.

Although the Correio da Azia was
following an established route to
Canton, the charts available at the time
clearly underestimated the size of the
western extension ofPoint Cloates (the
prcmontory that was originally called
'Ningaloo' by local Aboriginal people
from which the reef takes its name),
which is about 60 kilometres north of
Coral Bay. This, combined with a
number of mishaps, including a fire in

the binnacle that created a navigational
problem with the compass, may have
contributed to the wrecking.

The survivors ftom the wreck set
of in the shipS boat, stopping once
further up the Western Australian coast
to make repain to the vessel. The
Captainl account mentions that no
natives were seen, despite crew
apprehension and the fact that two of
the crew wele accidentally Ieft behind.
It was concluded that animals or
natives had killed these sailo$ when
they could not be found. Shordy after
their deparrure, the American ship
Caledonia picked up the sulvivo$, and
they eventually reached Macau. Later, a
party was sent back in the brigantine
Emillia in the hope of salvaging
the wreck, but no nace of it could oe
found.

Uncoverlng archlves
The account of the loss by Joao

Joaquim de Freitas. Captain of Correio
da Azia, was found at the Arquivo
Historico ljltramarino in Lisbon rn
1987, being palt of a report filed by
Manuel de Arriaga Silveira, Governor
of Macau. This document, dated

February 1817, also describes the
organisation of the Enillia salvage
expedition prior to the mission iself.
No further accounts concerning the
outcome of this mission have becn
found in this or any orher archive
consulted.

A second account was written by
Luis Antonio da Silr,a Beltrao, the pilot
of the Emillia hired to chart the
navigational dangers and to effect the
salvage of the Cofteio do Azia. The
report was published in Calcutta rn
1818. The account deals largely with
issues relating to the longitude and
plotting of Point Cloates, which was at
the time a notorious navigational
danger. This was especially important,
for all charts of the region were based
on those de Vlamingh produced in the
late seventeenth century While more
lecent charts were available, namely
those of Flinders and de Freycinet,
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campsite at Ningaloo Station.
Photos - Patrick Baker



g8:rdocsaNv'l

'sr1 
PrPnl. Ills ,r--F/ r?

or,,.r()J aqt tnq Jlastr ur prrrl scrrllrxa rre
',i:,r.rns snlt l^rrrrnp p:lt-ro1 st,t orarr1d41-

anbjtcl Lrtu irnH ortsnv rLlt-lo lJ.r^\
.rlJ II.^\s .rll Jo isrllJicl -1..r Jqt ol

Jsoll rrt u.rlrt Jq torr plllor trr:nrdrntr:

Prrr-' si. rP .rF lnq'Perrrtul\a a-ra^\ trlcP

.Ill-lo slsiFrrtr.rJrPra JLIt (ro-q Patlalrs

,lrrr III ,Io slrortls slqrssaJJr arll
'rl.)-rr.s J.^rp p.^\ot puu (plog rrtrrr8rnr

r -;o ;(lrsrr:r1rrr iqt Stn.rnsrJur ro-l

ItJ(rnlitsLr rrr) -r:1:nro1:trFttu lutrtur
r n-rrrsn l]66l Prrr /a)61 ur Ll.:ltlJaplrl

cr.r,t s,(c,lrtrs p6rr.; r,rrs rr:q.::duro-r
'srs,{1r:rrr sr(lt 5ru.lro1log

'1ar1 ooltrScu5l rltl,r\ rrorlrJs.lJlu arll

,(q p:xr; :c1 rrr:-l 1::-r,r.r eqt3o rrortrsod aql

prrr lsror .tF ot salsrrc tqi^rJ tu tsorrrlu
c.ru scurl rrorlrsod Jqt Jq tJ^a,\\oH
'J(lrl (rorlrsod raqtrnl I q]r^\ P.ssor.)
rq ]sr]ttr Puu \r] r urrtqo ot tuirJ{lrlsrrr
sr sltll ,(llunr-roN 'rnls trl] rslr srql

)o\eg \culed - ototld
'lcar,!\drqs porllluaprun /tqreau e uo]j

eq o] lno peurnl lnq 'IlalerpeuJuJr lsolule
punoJ se/t^ lleq s,drls e ?o0z tudv

ul slsl?ojoeeqcle eJ.]'ileuJ Aq eEV ap
otaroJ aql )ot qcreas e Suunc eloqv

Lrr 'prrir uooru aqtJo tq8rs snoaurtll[r[s

! uo Pasrq.)_rf s.rlurlsrP relrnl aql
'slqn^ls

rsaqt 1ro,\r_r os Pu! trsr^ s.orJllcg Jo
irrtIl arl] tr sarPoq re1l:ls :ql3o uortrsod

:qt t:rp:rd or :lqrssod su,r.r tr 'dup1 ,{15
trrr.r:r^o.ld crlt tltr4y trorlrlr.rsqo Jo sJurrl

Prru sJPlllrtlx arll .l^ursn 'apntrSuol eql

told ot sr os sarLlutsrp rrrtlllJo.rJqunlrr

u loot oeltllg tJtr-ro.l sr Frrrrrope:

pe:p ltqt uoodnrnssr rqt rro allrltsrp
rpnr:z s.,{poq ,{pre,rtaq r Suueprl:.r

sa.^lo^rrr'ras lr: uortrsod ulrtqo ot pJsn
'porltJnr srql 1 ; dr61 ,t15 urr:r8o:d

Jalrd[roJ aq] qlr,\\ uorlfunfrrol

LII 'Poqlatrr tdJlralrrl ro .rrulrH tS
br:r:11 erlt Srusn pas,{1:ue .rl.I\ ,4/llg

.qt ul ^t.rpd qn!.s .rqt .{cl .prnr sp-ror.-r

lerroqc5r,rrrr Jr-rotsrq .qt '/661 rrl

sanls cllusoc
'JtlOZ

-FllS .rtlt rr -laar JrF rlJrrrs AIttrarJrIJa

ot :lqrssodrur tsorlrlr tl Surltrur
'a-rn1lrr1s xaldrcror l.,r;r,r r sr !-rodr:
or.rll.€l Jrll -Io ,{t[rrJr^ I] rrr J..]J
oo1:liur51 s:nbrutl.rat ilnsrr.rs atourJ-l

Part] lrllut:ru qloq 8ursrl 'rl^'H rp (rrlrr)J

trlt ro,l sJrlrres au-roqtas ^rrrxlr u.raq

.^!rl .J.Llt's.rr:cl. g; tsrl .l1t::,16
'r13:n<1s:o11 s:nruf iq u:rr,rrrry ryirrrrg priu

L))t.4V _Ji srod nnulpu ,trp puL) DuL,llt'lv

pur) t)u|lC \rryul tlrE rq toA p D

ot I rltrts .t(l' sttoD).tr11 .rLt ,LtLyt,t.rt11 orprrl
Jl/l Jo rroqrPr liul .qr ur P.uoouJ[
oslt sl 9lll I or s.leol) lrrrod
gt 1:ss:,r es:niin1:o.1 r Jo ssol aqI

'surclqorti oqt ol Surppt'l.req:

q:ttr:g t Errrsn st^\ DJ--F r? or.llloJ aql

3o rrrulclu3 etp ruql alqrssocl sr t1 sut.l

-lo tsc^\ .ro tst.:r st.:pntrlirrol Frrnrgep

oo patsrsrrr sr:qduSol-rrr qrLra-rJ etuos
iirnrurr qtu..trl5r. .rlt Jo puJ .rll
l.q rrrrprral a(l[,ld aql sr^\ q]r,arrJrrC

.r q,4(\ srrlrd PrrL: qJr^\uaalD

rree,ltaq aplur8rrol {lr Jlrran-Urp llt ol

JrtrJ_tJ.lar rl sr srqf .LrrrPri.w uoPuo'I!
arp dq.92 "; sr:,t opntr8uol .:r1t

Palotr otl^\ .lJPotrurool :s:niint-ro4

Jrlt ot tsror .rl1 ,lo strcrlJ srq Pa,aoqs
urrrop.rp3 drqs .ntrs.J .qt -1o urttdt-;

aLll lr:tF s(rorltlJttr osllr ]rrnoJJr Jrll alrs
eqt 3o rrortrsod tJpxa cqt 'Jltrlol totr

PIP lllcl'p.IrOltu.Irr suort.lnrlsrrr otrtlafl

:tl1 porr:d IDLII Jo s-ro.ua llrrour5l^tro
.rl1 rllr^\ tuaraqrrr 'strrq-r rJrln:a ttro4

palr.rap )iro,\\ atrsodnroJ r snqt s!rl\

9ll.ll rrr rlqrlnr^! uorlr[rro]ul cqI
'tqiinoqr

prrl siaqlo ,{rrr:(r prrr asalltr-tllrod
.!F S9 ISVO) uUrl]rlslly Jrlt -lO trrd srql

patltql ptrl s:.::o1dx: rs:t1t,1o :cqtrcu



F

9c"'n"'uon

0 1 0 2 0 3 0

I I ' , ID  ]AN ACEAI I

Breakthrough
In 2{ )( )-1. . i f-rcr rrcg()t i .rr iol ls bcrr lccD

Fuqro Srrrvcvinq l ' r ,v Ltt l  l : tcl  r l tc

| )cp.rrtnrcrrt  of Mll i r inrc Arrhet 'oloi l '

of t trc Wcstcr-n Arrsn-l l i . rn Mlrscrrr.

Frrgro oi iclcci to t1r '  l  soplr ist icetccl

lrr- i :r l  l t l t r trctoltclcf sur_\ 'cv ovcr !hc

tirrgct illc:r oi rhc lccf_. FoLll' t.lt'gcts

rvcrc dctcctct l  i l r  thc l lnt iciprt! 'd lrcr

A tc:r:rr h_orn t l)c dcpi l l tnrcnt

ir)\ 'csriqirtcd thcsc sircs in Apri l  2(x)"+.

:r lr l  tuo shipu'rtcks rr,crc cl iscovcrccl

rvirhin rnirrutcs ofcntcl ir tr l  t l rc rvl ler . tr

thcir .cspcctivc lc\t ing plxccs At thL'

f i rst si tc invcstis.rrccl. .r  brorzc bcl l .

lnchtus enrl lLrrldcl tlrtinlls s cr-t' filrrrrl

closc to t l lc rrTcck oi ln r. l l l ic lcDti f icr l

f5o ft)  - l5l) tonrrc vcsscl f i 'orn thc lr id-

r1l l)crccl) l l t  ccr)tLlr\"

A '  r l r .  * . , ' l , l  \ i t ( .  ( \ \ r ' , . 1 ) r ) " n \

. . r , l t  r r ' , . r . t r I t t r l , l l r , ' l r l  l . l  I r l , l r c \ -

$crc tbrl ]rd rrclu .rn lnchtx. rogt ' lhcr

u i t l r  :r  big f icld oi bir l l . rst .ousist iDq of

l r r r r r . l r c J .  . ' l  . h l l ,  r r  r r r  . i z c , l  . l , r l r .  , ' l -

i ror. lJrrt  thc nlo\!  c\ci ! i rrg t irrcl  , .r , ;r . . ,

22-ki loglenr lunrp of cor- l l  cont:r inirtg

. l !  l c i l s t  l o ( l { )  s i hc r  co ins -  T l r c I c  \ c r c

l l :o l  lot oi loosc coirrs. c. lch . l troLrr

f irnl ccntinrctr-cs rcr-oss lrnrl  rvcighin!a
1 i  g r  r r r r s .  l l r r r  t ,  r r r r r , , l  t l r .  l l (  r , l  " l - . 1

Sprnish kirg o:r ortc sir lc.t l r l  .r  Spitr ish

shiclcl .  pi lhrs unrl  nobi l i t , ,  svrrrbols on

thc othcr '  :rnd uclc drott lal t t  to l t . i \ ! '

b cc r r  r n i r r t cd  i n  ccn tn r l  o r  Sou th

Arlcr iclr .Tlr is rr,r 'cck *es bci icvcd ro bc

th.rr oi t l rc C'ort irr  r / , i .1-- i i .  rvhich haLl

l 1 ( L I r  r ' ( \ l r r l S  , , r r  t l r .  . . , r l r ' , i  ' l l c r ' ,  l i ' r

rc. lr l \ '  20(l  Vcl lr ' \ l

Historic significance
Thc (, i ,rn irr  r ia . l -- i ,r  is .rrr

. r t ch . r co log i c l l  s i t c  o f  i r r r c tn l r i one l

signif ic.r:rcc. ir  ccr rrrs oi borlr i ts scorl

lnr l  i rs loclr ion It  is thorrqht to bc tht '

u  r r l r u , t  l i ' r ' r t r { r r ( . c  , J t r 1 ' r v r , . r ' k  l i ' r r r r , l  r n

ALrso-nl i lD Nrtcrs. I ts r l iscovcr'y Ni l l

hcighrcr ptrbl ic irrrcrcst :urcl f i rrrhcr

fbcrrs rhc cl isctrssior irrcl  clcb.rrcs .rbcrur

c:r l lv Errropcln Austr- l l i ln contrcts

Left An archaeologist extracting the hinge
section of a rudder from the site of the
unidentif ied wreck.
Photo - Patrick Baker
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