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ohn Alf icd Thonrsou *, lrs borl  on 29
August 1902 ir) rhe orrtblck Dtir) ing
to\.n r.)f  Llvcrto|,  rr l tcrc hc wls

chrisrel]cd i |  thc locrl  pub (thcr.c rvls
no chrrch). His l i r thcr Alf  ou'rrcd rhc
Mulqr Quccn qoldntinc, I50 ki lor l t ,rr l ,s
Dollh of tho torv ,  rvi th thrtc orhcrs.
Hcrr ' ,Johl spcnt l t is f i rst f i rv vcets lnd
IccclYcd s()IDc crr. iy blrsh tr i l ini t)q.

Letcr, u ir l t  his ruotircr, nr<r lrrrthcrs
lncl tu'o sistcts. hc nror.ccl !o . ,
\ \ 'crthcrbotrd cott i iqc in Vjct()r i l  l ) i rk,
\ \ l r i l .  A l l  L , , r i l r r u ( ( l  r , ,  . r r ,  1 r r ' e 1 r , . 1 i 1 1 -
rrrrr i l  hc \\ ' . rs 7+.Joh| spcnl ! \ \()  !c: l l -s i l !
thc Sri lrc School lr  Victorir  l ) l rk arrcl
l \ \ .  '  \ ' ( . r r ' \  r r l i . r r l r  l J , , v .  r .  I r , ' , , 1 .  | ) r r r i r r !
thc ( lhr ison:ls \ ' : lc i l ! i ()n. ! l )c Foresrs
l)cprrt l) lcn! :rdvcr r isccl f i rr  f i rr .cstrv
.rpfr! 'nt iccs. Johl) r lroulrhr i t  l rrulcl  bc
trr. trYclk\rs to : l l ix u. i th r irrrbt,r Dtr:rr
i lnd. to his surprisc. \r ,es orrc ofonlv nl ' (r
eppl icunrs sclccrcrl  ( f i rrnr l tor.c, rhrn
l3O) b_y ( ionscrr,rror- of Forcsrs ( lhrr. lcs

Edrvlt t l  Llnc-l lxr lc Hclcc. hc bcclrrrc
thc irsr Forest\ l )cpitr-tnrcut f i rr .csLr y
i lppl:L'nttcc rvltcD Itc bcrterr s,ork rt
Hlnrcl NLrrscrt '  lcer 

' \ iVrnrc.r l :r ,  
ott  , .

M.i lch I9 l7 ir t  rhc . lqc of l-+.Thc orhcr
bot..  l ) ick l)crr.r ' ,  (scc In scerr-h of thc
pcrf ict pinc . L. l , \ '1)S(, '()Pl l ,  ArrtLrrrrn
1992) bcg.tn t tvo dlvs i :r tcr rncl \ ,clr !
()r l  to bcconlc onc of Atrstr.nl i l t ls nrosL
IcspcctL'cl  t i rrcsrcrs. Fotrr l)1()r c

.rpprcnticcs, l l i l l  I {oss. ( l l rrrdc Kinscl le.
Ccorgc ( l lovcr lnd.rnorhcr boy u,ho
lcf-r :r f tcr nvo 111()nt l ls, wclc lppoirtrccl
i r r  r l r t  r r r r J , l l r  , \ t  l , r l r  T i r ( .  I l r c
rcnrl i lcd clost '6- icncis r l l  thcir I i r ,cs_

Lifelong hero
L r r r c - l l ' t ' l e  r r , , r \  1  1 . . 11  1 , r ( . r ' . ' \ r  i '

hls lppr-cntic! 's. John rdnrir. t ,d nrs
\\ , lsdorl l .  cool- i tgc .rnd intcgr. i t) , ,  i r ] td his
indcpcndcrrcc in coping in rhc bush
\vi!h : l  rrr issing l l r tr .  Lenc-l)ooic hld e
t l i t trrr l i  clr l tru. Ltr l f  l lc \ \ ' i ts ln()st
f irr thl ight in cxprcssing his vicrvs_
W i r r r r  L , r r r r  - l t " , l c  1 , , n 1  1 1 1 ,  1 1 1 .  1 r , ^ 1  1 1 1

t

Previous page
Main l\4ount Frankland. in the heart of
the karri country.
Photo - David Bettini
Insets Compass, water botfle and field
book carried by John Thomson in the bush.
Photo - Maia Duthie/CALM
Portrait of John Thomson.
Painting Dale Couper/Courtesy of
Carclyn Thomson Dans

Left John Thomson in the 1920s.
Photo - Courtesy of Carolyn Thomson
Dans

Below right Forestry schooJ tent, 1923
Photo Dick Pefty

I  9 I6, thc rD.tntgct) lcrr!  oi f i ) t .cst\  \ \ . .1s i l l
l  dcpkrr.rblc st. t tc As crr lv rs lS7(r. :r
\ ( l r L  r  a , , n  l ] i r r (  c  , , 1  r j r c  Lc l r , l . r t i v c
(iourci l  cxprcsscd thcir c() lccr.n i tboLlr
thc cnort) lol l \  r l l t l l tgc to thc Colonv s
l . ' f ( ' 1 . .  I r )  A L t { r r ' t  l , { 7  .  . r  l r . , , r , r l
( iorrrnissiorr \ \r i ls i lppointccl t() cor)sidct,
Nilvs r() c()nscr\:c rhc tirrcsts. brrr fhilccl

FortuDltcir, ' ,  Lerrc l)oolc \ \ , i ls | l  nt: lD
\\ ' r th I  l1] ission : l trd his xchicvcrlruirrs
Ncrc' rc'nt;ukublc. 13cirrq col)scicr)t ious
.trrd l t :rrd rvorki lq, lrc u,es tL)ic to rrsuc
ir c: lsc clc:ulI  loqicir l lv lrrd fbrciblv Hc
\ \  r ' , r (  I |  D l c r , , r r \  J r ' r r { r l r 1  , r r r r i l c .  i
ncwsp:rpcrs lnd rtreglzincs irr rrr
;lllcDrp! t() chlDgc rttitrrclcs ro firrcsrr\,.
W r t l r r  . r r  t ) | l r l l ! l ) .  , , t  l t r ,  . r 1 1 1 1 . , 1 ,  , , . . r ,
rcgulrt iol)s \ \ ,cl 'L '  gi lzctrccl,  L'vclt  thouqh
thc Forcsts Act \v: ls 1]ot prochirDcd
onnl JrDLl.trv 1919. l{oyrl t ics N,crc
l r ) c r c t scd  by  5 l )  pc r  ccn t .  Hc
cstebl ishccl l  rcl  sof 'rrvood polcv.
Workirrs Plills 1,c1c clcyclopcd t'br
Mundir ins i l ld ( lol l ic lbr rcgcncmtion
\\,ork, tnLl l tctr Crpcl to i tsscss t l l ! ,  tLl i l rr
f ixcst. ln 1918, fbrcso-v cl lssif lclr iorr
ci lnrps \\rcrc coI]tntc|ced to col lducr
irsscssnrel)t  suttr-ys. lncl a nctt sc! of
rcgul lciorrs w:ts qtzcl lcd. Horvcvcr.
Luc-l)oolc r-csiqnccl i11 l92l irs r rcsulr
of his inrbi l i ry ro work wirh thc
nc\lry-clccrcd Prcrtr icr.  Jenros Mirchel l .
who ir lst igircd the r i lebirkins of larsr
:rrr.ls of prinle kar.ri ibrcst tbr thc ill-
f . t t t 'd Crorrp Sctt lentcnr scltenrc.

Ncvcrthclcss. John l lu, lvs adnti lcd
rrrd tr ied to l ivc b,v Llr1c-l)ooic's
guidirrq pri l lc iplc ofsr.rstr i lccl f  ic lcl :

' 'Wc r)r. \ 'cut rhc iDtcr!\r  bur drc.xpirr l
nrust rcnrt lrr  inr i l . t  .
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irrll lslssu ot su.\\.\1r1f srH Fmllr) t\i.rol

P.rrtrroddr: strrr ttqofs-lrr-i.Il1(I .r,) V

.f'')\.'no\ (" rfrF

ll :lo()r n(X u"if L('.'r\ I.\rno\ fillf\\
Ino\ .)l'L" r lr,rl rnor[ ]"1 p.))1trs

In()i rrnf rnfl rsn'rr rnoi o: dn rrr|\

flor \I srr! qril1l)r'F ipf\\ \uL pUr

tln srqr nr1 p rrr o5 rfii,r\ lluf fi|fifr.i rq

uD trrr f rtlr$ rli(l ."ro\ lo t)'al
irF uo r n('n({ n()\ })uf,l.rrlr'.lprrfq
r: rrr rnd puL r:drdrrsrr -ro rq l irr
(1'r })r[or q"],,\o 'noi t)r'l noi d)if

lr.l l)f rnoqr i!)(r(1'x
qs rr lo(rq:rtF $orl

or irrtd I tr,l r.Uftnor ,r\ puf.toor{l

J'riiurtffl .(Jr Uo Ir())t dniiUrlfS

n'llstrtA .1'F ,ro fidrur) r.,.\ in( (k)

rtlr\ .\ d{rn r \.rrl .)rp .1)r() riqllrirLrrr I

((' |.r\rl .1\\ rfrl\\ sr \rtlt u \f Il."r\
irF \.)rr rr 'I r.r v, rrr_rrrr r-to irrr.rlrl rnod

no\ Pur i!'lrra\ -tlr(l \rf.trr rqr flirl$
i\nfr,rq irlrlr\ so irrr.rltl prrI rrrrrrrls

l)o(ii- | sf\\ rrrr(rrJrrbr -lrrrlr \ Ioor rrl I

'sdrurr rlsnq trt s:r-rtrrr.r:rdx.r

srq -Io iru()s p:qr.rrrrp ,1-rr:f, 
'srr4 rr4,/'

tar ri.rr1l1 r)i'r4,r,ry riooq s.l.rnqunq gI11
ul rnrrrd ou i.rJ.\\ s,(up ,ilrlri isoqf

-\llrf\i tli.\ri ;x.rrr .(lt1l .nr:r,i q:rr

-lo Ptrr Jtll ll: l)(l(r,\Pnts ot Pil-)id\.
r.rr.rr s.(oc1 .rrll irurl sr(ll iorin(
'\LItu{)ur 

I | .r()l s.ir.\.1lrs pUf n^tlr]qiirl .r-lU
:(tnp roiool rlq s.ri-rt iirrrll.r-l sr rl.)ns

1,ro.rr.(.qrrrrq lurrrrri op ()r Jlllo:) ol

Pr.r.l.)-jstlf.o sr.\\ I oaa)| tll srl]rrorrr \ls
_r(! lrot.li)qiui.l tf .tJrlrssulr l: \l' Pi).().\\
Prn: s(ltu()ru ()l i(I lir.\lll ti.luiil:!\

l)lllr t.al!r4N lu drrrr'-r rrortrrrlrssr:l-r
iqt prul()f '.\\olpnl lr slrnd
;r"urtrrr1,:1 s1r:r.rr r:uqt lrr:rtls stltuonr :r.rq
.r<q 1oo.r11.(rr rro1 1 1lr -rin^rrLr)l trlitsl(l
.rql Prtsr\sr: (lsnq It rrr .1Jlrf. pr11r.r
'tur1oI s:r-rr:1r{.1o .i].rrlr.r r: tlr rrrr;rrlrclrr
lpr,rr rr:r,rrii :r.r.r.rt ,(:rrp :i.rJslnN lilurH
It: .tt::r,i lsiq -lriqt .lrl-JV sttll:drrrll|d

1\-rq iqt ;ur.t sllrtrr:urldr: :r,rrl
itll J.rrq.\\ '\l:rpu-) -r(! Ioorl.)s .(itsi.l(!
.\\olPnl iqt PrLI\rirlr:ls) irloo(l iur:l

elll qsnS

's096-t eql u uaLu autes aql tqFlu

'026 
[ ]noqe ur la^olC oF]oag pue

uosuoul (,)jler.) uqoIe ldsJry apnolc
'ssoU 

llB ^tad "clO r/tLFr, ol l.d -uorr
sdl lJardde {rlsdlol rct J a.l-t o^oqv
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( lJistrict Forcstcr rt l3ridseto*,n for I
yea r .  I n  Sep te rube r  1921 , : r  ch i l d
became lost ovcrnight. About 100 me:r
searcbc'd on foot whilc thc locl l
pol iceirxi  nrountr 'd I  horse and
orglr iscd lbout 20 horsernen r iding
thloogh the bush 5{) n)ctt 'es apart.John
rode in the opposite direct ion :rnd
fo r r r r d  rhu  l r uy .  No r r r . r r r  Mo r r i s .
standing by a bleckened jarnh lor:.

Around the traps
hr 192-+, John w:ls promoted to

Assistant Forester ltJ:rrrahwood, rvhere
he rvas in chrrgc. Hc intloduced tree
r arking, regeDeration ;Lnd f ire
prctectiol l  to rhis distr ict.  He wrs
rransferred to Malljinlup in C)ctobcr
1927 and put in charse of a nl l jor
t intber essessrncnt survey between
' l)ceside'(n 

local properry) ;rnd che
Frankland l{iver, rvith :r tcallt of 10
rner1, for sevclrl n)ontlls. Wllile there,
he fel l  in love rvith Edrel Muir,  the
dtughter of Andrew ;Lnd Ula Muir at
Deeside,:rnd thcy rvere nrlr ried in 1929.

He rvas rr:rnsferred to Mrllldlling
Weir i ;r  l )cccruber 1930 for f ive ycars
rs Assist l) l t  to thc l) istr ict Forcst

C)ft lcer. l t  wrs thc (;cat l)epressiorr,

Top left Logging in the jarrah forest in
the early 192Os..rohn loved the horses
that worked in the forests in the early
days: "lt was a marvellous thing to see
eight big horses pull ing a whim where an
overall length, the length ot the log and
the length of the horse team, could be
about 100 feet and the only reins on the
horses were the reins that connected
the two leaders, the others didn't have
any reins on them and the whole thing
was controlled by word of mouth by the
teamster".

Centre left Marri blossom. lohn had a
special afflnity with the marri tree, saying
"wherever I had been in the native forests
of the South West the marri was always
close at hand . from Ludlow to Dryandra,
and from l\,4undaring to Nornalup.

Left John conducted a boronia survey
throughout the State in 1969 in order to
establish which species were being
picked, and where and how they were
being uti l ised.
Photos Babs and Bert Wells/CALM
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s.11ur.Il1fl -laq((tll_ frn] .\.usi,rol irql

-lo i5il:rlr rrr toirrutu()ddlr trr p.rtr{r:rt:
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.rtll ll: f9()l (lI l)r.lIli.I itl q.al1()(lf
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Itsl,\ ot P.lnrrrtoo-r itl sf (!rslll\llLIlrrJ

Irr.lii^ (llr \\ 1Lr() PJrrjr-r ill I,lo.\\
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lLrr,,ls .,r.rru rrrar!rl,trrdi( I \tsJ-I()j

lt qlr.\\ s-rfa.\ .)r.ltll IulrII sIH

. i.) t.\.1.r\ ;t-rr r P t!st Llo

srq -qo lrour:rr.rrrlcl: rrr rlnls.r:rrlLrrrttt qr1

,i.rr:.rorroq or: pap-rlr.\\f nr.\\ Jq I96l uI
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aa.rl irlt ot P.rPoo-li\ sl"\\ ill (.lrtll

n-rrrll.rl .ra,lt 1rr)ia1[I_1o sr.rorle.r ot :rsrtoclsr-t

rn 9c6l or 'l.lf(l 
lfrr()Ilr:N .ra-lIull

Srrr1,ru5 .,rqt _lo ..I.iitrtll,(lt'-rotro11.
t\rq It aPrlrl slr.\\ irl ).l.rtl.\\)

-rr)|lufl trnlolAJ llr s.ltrr,\ o.\\l .lrLIl.lr!

r Prtl: i.liLlt s-rr:.ri o,rrl r.rl-lv ria,\-rlrH

o1 Pr.rr.rlsrrr.rt su,\\ aq i96l tII .r.rls..!()j

-lotlriq o] rroltotlroid sllI ir()
'liq(rlu 

P(rf sir.rl llloqt tIa-IPItq-)
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tropicrl  tree uurrcly.rt  Dar-win for 10

rvccks.

Thc rr. ' r t  t l r lce yc.trs. r. toci l  l t is

secoDd ret irc 'Dlcrl  iD 19(r7, were spelt

as l  Ministeri i l  i rppointee in thc

l)epltnent of thc North-West to give

idvicc on suir lble tree spccics f lrd to

olgl l l isc a trce-PlxntiDg schenle fol thc

fasr developing lninirrs towrls in the

rcgion Seeds of local trees were

collectcd atrd idcntiEed :rt thc State

Herbar iun. Voluntccr_ trcc lrurserics

werc' cstabl ished .t  schools, pol ice

statioDs, distric! n)ril) roild hcedquarrers,

tlre Broomc garol rnd thc Ca::trrrvon

Aglicultuml l \csearrh Stat ion. John
never nlissed ln oppo:_tuniry to call

into thc loc;r l  scbool to tr lk to chi ldur

irnd he becrl lre knorvn i :r  the North-
'Wcst 

as the'Tree Mln'.

In Septclrbcr l9a)9, he corlducted : l

boronie snrvey tlrrcu!!hout the Strte.

I)uring his period up uolth,Join

wlls rskcd by the Stare Archivist lDd

Librarien of thc Battye Libmry to tape

record intc: vicws rvith various

chlr icters he rnct. These oral history

tapcs irc still held by thc' Batryc Library

llld JohD hinrself subseqlrelltly becrlrrc

r f : lvouritc intcrviervee of or:r l

histor ieus, \ \ , i th his cr ystal clear

recol lcct ions of t 'brcsrry lucl t iDrber

cutt iDg drys, ulrny of which are

rccord(d rr Rtndiutt lal , t l ;  orr - irrrr t i r ts

(the t i t lc of whiclr wls besed on :r

cluote by Jolrn). Hc rvas arverded the

first Honorary LiFe Menrberslr ip of the

Orl l  History Associ:rt ion ofAustral ia rt

l l rc r l i rrrqlrr: l l  r l ,r t ion.r l  cotr lcr(rrcc irr

1979.

Top left Jarrah, a giant specimen with a
height over 60 metres, hidden in South
West forest.
Photo - Brett Dennis/Lochman
Transparcncies

Centre left John Thomson with his great
friend. author Rewi Alley, at Kings Parl..
during the 1970s.
Photo - Ethel Thomson

Left.rohn surveys clearfell ing in the karri
forest during the 1980s. He was
particularly upset about millable logs
being left on the forest floor.
Photo - Guy Magowan/Courtesy of fhe
West Australian
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