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scientists hope they' l l  be able ro

identi !  through thc eucalypt genome

nlapprng project.

There are three nrajor stilqes to the

nr.rppirrg proers.: rrr.rkirr€t I  )NA clorrcs.

sequencing the clones rnd rnnotrt ing

the geDes in t l le scqlrence. The entire

project is expectcd to takc up to thrce

yu . r r s  t o  co r l )Pk t , J .  T l ) c  r r l . r i l )

seclucnciDg will be clone by the rvor'ld's

n)dor scqLrcncing f;rciJir ies, incJuding

the Austrr l i l rn Geno re l \eselrch

F:rci l i ty in Brisb:rne. When thc project

is f inl l ised, the complered eucalypt
' t t l ucncc  r v i l l  bc  p l . r ced  i r r  d r c  pub l i c

dornain ald rvill be aveileble to all

T l r e  p l o l cc r .  r r d  d r c  . equcncc .  i t

rvi l i  une,rrrh. wi l l  provide rhe b,r ' is f . ' r

a better Lrnde$t.nding ofhow di{ferent

eucalypt trees resist environnrental

advcrsity, such as dicback arrd srl ini ty.

This rvi l l  have l  signif iclnt imprcr on

WA, becluse, if rvc ca:r find thc gclcs

thit  control thcsc t l l i ts, we can

breed diseese resistant lnd selt tolerlnt

trecs.

Undcrst lnding horv cl iselse

resist ince:l l ld si l t  tolerance occurs l1ray

;r lso le;rd to the idcnti f icat iol of

t lcl tr l lcr l ts th.t t  rvi l l  .rct ivl tc crrt .r irr

eene responses, and mekc the eucalypts

r1)orc rcsistant to thcsc cnvironnrerllrl

hctors. This could leld to our nrt ivc

forests becornirrg morc producrivc.

Thc prolect rviJl  providc thc tools

Above Wandoo woodland.
Photo - Marie Lochman

Below Trees that have perished due to
salinity.
Photo - Jiri Lochman.

ro investigrrc thc edepterion of

diflir-r:nt spccics to thc rr1!!c of h.bit.lt

lnd cl irrrat ic condicious in rvhiclr they

occur. I t  rvi l l  :r lso cniLble us to

underst lrd tbc !!clct ic blsis fbr the

d i v u r s i t y  i o  e L r i . r l l p t '  . r n d  t l r c r r '

evolrrt iouary dcvciop:ncrt ls dif l i rert

spccics. Thc lbrcsts lud woocl laucls of

WA rvill emerge l rvinner fiorn thc

eucl lypt eenonrc prolcct,;rs i t  boosts

otu lbi l i ry to nrrnage rnd conscrvc

rhese beloved Austrel ien icons.

Mar g tta Docter s van Leelwen obta ned a Bache or of Arts (Conrnrun cat ons anc
Cu tufal St!dies), malor ng ln pulr ishing, lrorn Curt in Un versity ofTechnology She
completed a pef od ol wofk exper ence wr t  ng and eclt  ng w th CALM She can be
contacted by ema l(msdvl@bigpond com).

Mar g tta wishes to thank CAL|/ P nc pa Reseafch Scient st Margafet Byrne for her
nforrnat on, i i rne and ass stance

The authof fecommends the fol lowing webs tes as useful backelr 'oLrnd nforrnation
www agrf org au/futLrre n t iat ives ht.. l
www.up ac za/academ c/fabi/e!cgenomics/euc mapp ng/
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