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Above Feral honey bees are taking over
nesting hol lows of threatened Carnaby's
black-cockatoos in WA s wood ands and
forests.

Top left  Bat lyssavlrus disease s
affect ing bats in the tropics. such as the
it t le red fying-fox, and can be fatal i f  t
is spread to peopie.
Photos Jiri Lochnan

Centre left  The ntroduct on of the dingo
to Austral a less than 4000 years ago
led to the d sappearance of native
an nlal species, such as the thylacine,
from the mainland.
Phota Babs and Bert Wells/CALlt4

Left Cane toad.
Phato - Jiri Lochnan
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hollows within trees and elsewhere,
they rcduce the availability of nesting
hollows to native birds, such as
cockatoos and parrots, and mamrnals,
such as possums. Rainbow lorikeets
(Tiiclrcglossus luematodus)-now well
established in Perth with the potential
to spread further-also compete with
native birds for nesting hollows.

Diseases
Diseases introduced to Australia cal

affect native species. Diseases of wild
animals in Australia are not well
understood, but there is significant
concern. Several accounts of large
numbers of marsupials dying,
apparendy from disease-in places like
the Nullarbor Plain and the South
West-during the 6rst half of the
twentieth century, suggest that
introduced diseases may have played a
role in the decline of native mammals,
but there are no scientific studies ro
support this.

Tbxoplasna gondii, a parasite that
causes toxoplasmosis, is transmitted by
cats and can cause blindness, birth
defects, miscarriage and possibly
mental disease in people, and lead to
blindness and damage to the central
nervous system and respiratory organs
of native wildlife. Sone native animals,
such as bandicoots and kangaroos,
never recover from the disease once
infected.

The origin of the recently-
discovered chytrid fungus
(Batrachodtytrium dendrobatidis) is r'ot
known, but it was probably introduced
from Africa or South America (see 'In

pursuit of the ftog fungus',
IA ADSCOPE, Autumn 2001).It causes
a drsease known as chycridiomycosis in
ftogs, and is thought to have caused the

Above left The western swamp tortoise
is threatened by clearing, foxes, feral
cats, black rats and changing hydrolo$/.
Photo - Babs and Bert We S/CALM

L€ft The Darling Range, near Harvey.
The stream banks are overgrown by the
exotic weeds soursob (Oxalis sp.) and
ivy lHedera helix).
Photo - .Jiri Lochman
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