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Above Black-flanked rock-wallaby.

Above rlght Black-fl anked rock-wallabies
on Querekin Rock.

Rlght Black-fl anked rock-wallaby joey.
Photos - Christine Freegard

w"allabies was discovered at a rocky
outcrop on private property. DNA
analysis of samples taken ftom the six
known individuals in the population
showed that the likely source of the
population was the eastern end of
Mount Caroline Nature Reserve,
about eight kilometres away. Fox
baiting at the outclop since the
popularioni discovery has resufted in
ar increase in the population size and
the popularion has now persisted for
al.most 10 years.

These recorded dispersal events are
encouraging for the long-term survival
of rock-wallabies on outcrops isolated
by farmland, because it indicates that
occasional exchange of individuals
between outcrops is possible. It also
means that release sites chosen for
translocations of rock-w'allabies will
hopefully form nucleus colonies from
which aninals will disperse to colonise
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other areas.This is aheady happening rn
the AvonValley and in Cape Le Grand
National Park. Founder animals from
the release ofrock-wallabies at Cape Le
Grand National Park, for example, have
been found more than eight kilometres
ftom the release site in less than two
years.

Kokerbin Nature Reserve,
characterised by a giant boulder often
referred to as 'the rock', provides
excellent habitat for rock-wallabics.
The complex rocky outcrop provides
both shelter and vantage poins ftom
which curious rock-wallabies can
observe the world.

Managing the population at
Kokerbin is going to be chdlenging,
given the close proximity of a very
popular camping area to the rock.
Kokerbin Nature Resewe is currendy
not baired to control foxes. Options for
managing the population are being
considered. The 1st Pingelly Scout
Group is helping by removing rubbish
and broken glass {iom the reserve.

While the future of these black-
flanked rock-wallabies might contain
challenges, their ability to recolonise
areas and their adaptability has scientists
viewing the success of this population
with optimism.
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