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A
/{ picruresque area that was

l- \pr"uioutly part of Wannr Station
is hidden in the remote landscape
of the Gascoyne region. Using
Commonwealth govelnment Natunl
Heritage Trust funding, the
Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) bonght 288,808
hectares of the station in June 2003 as
part of its Rangelands Pastoral Land
Acquisition Program aimed at better
preserving natural habitats in the
Gascoyne and Murchison regions. The
remainder of Wanna Station has been
amalgamated with the adjoinrng
Gifford Creek Station and the resultant
property has rctained the nameWanna.

To avoid confusion, the section of
Wanna purchased by CALM will

h lllm. Slruon

require a distinctive name, worthy of
the remarkable country it contains.lc is
hoped that an appropriate name will be
determined during the management
planning process for this area.

Before the inception of the land
acquisition program, just 1.4 rnillion
hectares-representing about 2.4 per
cent of the Gascoyne and Murchison

regtons-were Protected ln

conservation reserves. Following the

purchase of 3,914,691 hectares of land

under the program, that figure has leapt

to 5.4 million hectares-nine per cent

of the region.

Wildflowers
Situated at the northern end ofthe

Gascoyne region boundary the area
includes a diverse range of habitats,
ranging from mulga and snakewood
shrublands to low woodlands and
spinifex hummock grasslands.

The lrregully, Muntharra and
'Wandarry 

creeks run through the
property before joining the Ashburton
River and flowing into the Indian
Ocean at Onslow. Draining in a
southerly direction is the Frederick
River, whichjoins the Lyons River and
then the Gascoyne River to finally
discharge into the waters of Shark Bay
at Carnarvon. Thus, run-off from the
same rainfall event on this prcpefiy
could eventually discharge into tne
Indian Ocean at two locations 400
kilometres apart.

Though it has not been
comprehensively surveyed, the
properry contains examples of both
Gascoyne and Pilbara flora. Of the srx
vegetation rypes known to occur on
Wanna, five are considered to be
inadequately represented in existing
conservation reserves. One vegetation

rype-lobed spinifex (Tiiodia basedowil
hummock grassland-was virtually
unrepresented in any conservation
reserve, and only poorly represented in
other land managed by CALM. The
acquisition of this area has added an

Previous page
Maln Early mornjng at Strama Pool on
lrregully Creek.
Photo - lain Copp
Insets trom left Little corellas;
Rothschild's rock-wallaby; zebra flnch.
Photos - Lochman Transparencies
Textures and colours from Wanna.
Photos - Sami e Mitchell

Left Crimson peaflowers (Sphaerolobium)
at Wanna.
Photo - lain Copp
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32-kilometre boundaryVehicle access is
possible through only one ofthese gaps.

The magnifrcent entrance to the
CAlM-managed portion of the station
is itself enough to grace a postcard.
Called Coodardot Gap, the entrance rs
framed by two battlemencs of the
Godfrey llange plunging abruptly
down to a magnificent crcek system
lined with river gums.

The river meanden towards lwo
waterholes-Faithftrl Pool and Pretty
Pool. As the name suggests, Pretty Pool
is particularly scenic.The slate rock that
dominates so nluch of the landscape
forms building blocks on a cliff face
overlooking the pool. l\eflected in the
pool\ waters, the cliff facet regular
square blocks look particularly striking.

Buc it is Gregoryt Gap that most
impresses with its magnificence. The
gap is part of the Godfrey Ranges-a
virtually impregnable landscape of sheer
clifffaces, tabletop hills and rugged red
rock. The gap itself is heralded by two
giant rounded hills. Clamber to che top
ofthelr:r[d thc rrvcr (hrl run\ xt their
feet diluinishes in size and the ethereal
form of Mount Augustus shinrrers on
the distant horizon.

'When 
viewed from this vantage

point, the conrprehensiveness of the

Top Folded beds of sandstone and
siltstone of the Minnierra Range.

Centre left Spring time in the Minnierra
Range.
Photos - Iain Copp

Left Pretty Pool.
Photo - Samille Mitchell
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Cornnrurr ic:rt iorr rr i th rhc o rr rsiclc

s,orlcl u'ls clifllctrlt. rs lherc \\,ls r1o

tc' lcphorte l inc',  but thcy could relv on e

pcd;rl r:rdio to lc;rch thc l\oval Flving

I)octor blsc in Mcckathlrr l .  Tinrc:

l-reclrtrc'  evert torrqher in clre nricl  1930s

ntcn drcughr bcgen to grip the J;rnd.

l)1'  19311, lhc couple h,rr l  left .  Thc'

sf: l f ior l  \ \ ,rs thcn nunrgcd bv i  sfr ing of

othcr-s, Lrcfbrc En)! 'st Lcc Slccrc

retruncd l iorn thc \\ ' rr  ro tekc ou t lrc

PloPcrn oncc nlolc_

In thc clr lv 19(r0s, thc Acl lnrs

f irrr i l ,v putr-hlscd thc lclse rncl chlngecl

drc st l t ionls nlnrc to Wenn:r. The,r, roo

cventu:r l lv nrovcd on;r:rd I{r.rdt lncl

Shir lcv Van l)oscr) nssunrecl

nlrnirscnlent ofdrc properq in 19fi1.

l l r ,  19S9, l l i l l  rnd Ninr l l . rdfbrcl begrn

Dlirnrglll{I th!' proPcl r\,.

I t  rvas l l i l l  l ld Ni la s,ho

encorrraqecl thc o\\'ners to lrcqorirtc

u,idr CALM iu a lr id to prcscrvc dre

hlcl.  Bi l l  s:r1's Wlrnna's northern cnd

rt 'r leins r prisr inc piccc of countt l ' ,
North) '  of pr.cscrvtt ion. Hc applarrcls

rhc cttbrts of CALM r- inlaehncls

corlser\rr l iol l  coorcl in:rro: TbnY lJr;rndis

16 r,. \r .-DScoPD

for his l 'ork or thc hnd lcql isir ion

proqrrr l .  Todly, l3i l ls son lJrucc

col)t inLlcs lo ruDagc drc scction of
'Mnna 

noc pur-chrsed b_v CALM. end

helps CALM u' i th necessrrv opcr;rr ions

on thc rcql l i rccl arci l .

Wanna's future
CALM has stirrtccl il |lil)agcntc'11!

pl ;Lnnint  proccss fbr  drc l rea.  An

i rrrportant part of rhc phrrnirre proccss

r, i l l  bc l ieison n, i th al l  stakcholders to

dctcr_rr ioc rrccesslr-r '  nrrci approprirtc

rllnlttgerllellr icdons uceded to prt'scrvc

rhc' ele;r'.s uniquc f.larurcs. An irrrporrant

col l lpolrerl t  of thc nrenegcnrcnt plrn

rvrl l  bc , on.rdcr ' . ' t iorr ot thu .r le.r ' r

suitabi l i ty ns l  l . i lderness ercl.

l {cnroteness, hck of in6_nstrucrrrrt '  and
los, levels of irrrpect by f i ' r 'a1 lninrals l l l

col lr ibutc to the \\ , i lderness t}r:r l i ry of
the lrcl  Aftcr suit :rble lsscssrlcl ! ,  sotrrc

arcls oi thc olcl 
.Wltlna 

lelse nr;rv oc
clecl:u-ecl s'ilclerness lrc;rs.

To ptcsclvc thc *'ilclcrncss lllues,

and bcc;rusc of concerrls lbor.rc visiror

srfet1,, visication is currcntlv

cl iscouregcd. Stccp gorgcs t lcln I

Above Looking out towards Muntharra
Tabletop r ising above lrregul ly Creek.
Photo - lain Copp

Far left Remnants of an old cattle yard
on the part of the property now
managed for conservation.

Left Trees blazed by F T Gregory in 1861
sti l l  have clearly visible axe marks.
Photos SamilleMitchell

singlc scl ioLls r:r inLrl l  cvcnt coulcl cut

i l l l  i lcccss rorth of thc Coclf iey l \nec,

s' ich serious conscqucDccs lor lnvortc
str lnclccl i rr  thc lrcl .

Tbc ncccl to cstrbl ish biological

b:rsc' l inc dete fbr thc ercl nrakcs i !  arr
cxccl lent locatiorr co concluct . ,

L/NDSCOPL Expccl ir ion, :rnd plans

l i r r  ' r r i l r  . r  \ u r vcv  l t L  bu i r r g  l r . r J ,  f o r '
20o(r. Flon lrrcl fiunr slu'\jcys corlducrcd

b,v cxpccl i t ion nrcnrbcrs rvorr lcl  hclp
CALM mrnescrrrcrrr pl lnning tbr the

lt'1. L-l \:DSCO.P| Expeclirions rvould

rlso l l lol  p:rrt iciprnts ro c\pct icncc this
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based in Geraldton. She can be
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oJflcer for CALM, based atthe
Carnarvon Work Centre. He can be
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