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escled between a frequently

travel led highway and the

Indian Ocean, just south of Mandurah,
lies a series of lakes and reserves that
together make up the largest national
park on the Swan Coastal Plain.

Yalgorup National Park stretches
from just south of Mandurah to north
of Myalup and covers an area of12,888
hectares, including ten magnificent
lakes. [t protects a wetland system that
has achieved international recognition
as an important area for nrigratory
waterbirds, and it supports several
threatened plant and animal species.
But its crowning glories are the
n croscopic communities chat reside in
Lake Clifton and form thrombolites.
This is one of few places in Western
Austrrl ia where these communities
survive.

Microscopic masterbuilders
Yalgorup National Park protects a

natural nrarvel. Lake Clifton, which is
furthest from the coast, contains rock-
like structures known as thrombolites
on its edges. They also occur in Lake
Richmond, near Rockingham. Like
the famous stromatolites of Hamelin
Pool, in Shark Bay (see 'Lil l iput's

Castles', L4NDSCOPE, Summer
1991-92), the thrombolites are built by
rnicro-organisms.

From the outside, there is no real
difference between the rwo rypes of
structure. Only when they are
excavated can you see what
d is t ingu ishes  rhern .  A  s r ronra to l i t r
(which is only formed in marine
environments) has a distinctive layered
strucru re, whercrs r thronrbolite
(formed in fresh water) has a disrupted
internal construction-a kind of
clotted, or messy, look.

The most striking things about the
thrombolites are their limestone colour
and ror:nded shape. Visitors could be
forgiven for mistaking them for fossils
or boulden placed there in earlier times.
Lieutenants Collie and Preston certainly
did in 1829. They recorded what they
thought they saw in theirjournal.

'The r is ing grorrnd on the brnk [ofLakr
Cliftonl is formed ofsarrd and calcareous

petrifacions of trees.'

The thrombolite-building micro-
organisms are too small for the human
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eye to see and resemble che earliest
forms oflife on Earth.The discovery of
modern examples helped scientists to
understand the significance of micro-
organisms in the environnent and
unravel the long history of life on
Earth. These organisms were the only
known form of life on Earth from
3500 million to 650 million years ago.
The formations that they construct
grow at an incredibly slow rate.When
the stromatolite or thrombolite reachcs
a metre high, it is estimated to be
approxinr.rtely 2000 years old and is
fi l led with l iving conmunities of
diverse inhabitants with population
densities of 3000 per square metre.

Scientists know little about the
thronbolites and why they form at
Lake Clifton, but one theory is that
they form because the lake is associated
with upwellings of fresh groundwater
that is high in calcium carbonate. The
micro-organisms living in thrs
environment are able to precipitate
calcium carbonate {iom the waters as
they photosynthesise, forming the
mineralised structure that is the
thrombolite.

Lake Clifton's thrombolites are very

Previous page
Main Boardwalk over thrombolites at
Lake Clifton
Photo - Sallyanne Cousans
Bottom Thrombolites.
Photo - David Bettini

Above Thrombolites at Lake Clifton.
Photo - Alex Bond

fragile, so an observation walkway has
been built for visitors to err;oy these
incredible formations while protecting
.L--. r-^... r"-.^^-

AboriEinal heritage
The Swan Coastal Plain, which

stretches between Moore River and
Busselton, has been the traditional
home of the Nyoongar Aboriginal
people for thousands of years. The
Aboriginal people who lived in this
part of the State were fortunate, as the
South West provided plenry of fresh
water and rich hunting and foraging
grounds.

The nameYalgorup is derived from
rwo Nyoongar words, 'yalgor', which
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corrage is knorvn today as the Herron

Homesreld and still has historic family

links to the alea.

Early last ceDtury, the area was

briefly exploited for its resources. The

WA CenTent Company bui l t  l ime ki lns

oD thr e, l \ tern sidc of I  rke Cli frorr in

1921. The support ing sctdenlent that

developed at thc lake included a

bakery, school, shop, postll recciviltg

point, houses rnd a borrding school.

The limc' operatiolt turned out to be

uneconontic and closed;rfter only a

ferv years. Thc foundatiolts of the lime

kilns can still bc seen in the park. It lvas

fortunrtc that thc linre kiln veuture

wasn't a success, because it night have

destroyed the natural wondcrs that live

in the lake.

Yalgorup rvas estlbl ished as a

nrt ional park during the eatly 1970s

and is goverr,ed by a man:rgellent plan

preprred by the Deparrnent of

Conservation and Land Manageruent

(CAl M) thrr hr. been jn oprr.rt iott  for

the prst nine years. The shires of

Mandurah, Harvey and Waroona

maintain the beach ;rreas.

Wildlife and wildflowers
Yalgorup Narional Park is a place

teer}ring with birds At last colrnt, nlore

rh.rn 134 spccic. hrd bccn recordcd in

the  p r r k .  T l r nh .  c r  r r t r r t t bc r  o f  sp rc i e .

luakes thc park a havcn for bird lovers.

The  l t l  I ak , s  p l . r y  . r  L rge  p . t r t  i n

attract i ig such a huge nutuber ofbirds,

and hlve collectively been recognised

by the Ranrsar Coltvention as being

intcrnrt ional ly signif icant. They

provide important habitat for

waterbirds such as Australian shelducks,

nrusk ducks and black srvans. Waders

include bar-tai led godwits, red neckcd

stiDts, grccnsharks, red knots,

whinbrels rnd three species of

sandpipers. A variety of other

urerbirdr l lso u'c the lake'.  i rrcluding

banded and black-rvinged stilts, red-

necked avocets, red capped plovers,

Austral ian pel icans and coots.

The incredible number of bird

species found in Yalgorup National

Park makes it per{ect for birdwatching.

CALM has bui l t  a bird hide on the

edges of Lake Pollard that gives a

perfect vantage point froln rvl-tich to

observe ntost species. But i f  siniug in a

bird hide doesn't appeal, rnany birds

can still be scen from other recreational

a r c r s  i n  t hs  p r r k .  l l r e l e  i \  . l  poPr rh l i oD

o f  bo ld  I r r t l c  u r cn '  t l r J t  \ . r t r t i r r i r c

visi tors lr  thc boerdwalk lcading to the

throrrbol ires lnd con6dent ducks

lbour,d eround Lrke Hayward end at

the adjaccnt picnic sitc.

Yalgorup National Prrk conterns

onc ofthc fclv srrrviving populirtions of

ch r td t r c l t  o t t  r h t  S r t . t t t  ( l o t ' r a l  P la i r r

The park has beelr tbe reciPient of

sou[hern browi bendicoot (I-roodoa

o0c.rr r-r) and rvestcr n ringtail possum

(Psu ul L,thci rus ocidcn t ali s) tr;rnslocations

s incc  2 (X )0 .  The  popu la t i ons  o f

bandicoots wclc rnovcd fion, other

arcrs Dear M;rnduralr alrd the

threatcned rvestern rinetail possums,

also known by their Nyoongar naltte of

Above left Lake Preston.
Photo - David Beftini

Left Australian pelican.
Photo - Rob Olver\ .
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