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I n the evcninq of a rrid-lanurry

I Saturday earlier this year.
Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) 6re crews and
local volunteer bushfire brigades were
called out to three deliberately-lit 6res
near Mt Dale, south-east ofPerth. Later
that night, three morc ignitions were
detected to the west, nearer to the
conn-runities of Pickering Brook and
Karragullen. [t soon became clear that
the fires were burning out ofcontrol in
hearry fuels and under severe weather
conditions, not too far from hil ls
cornmunities and nrajor water sources.
so the priority for firefighters became
protection oflife and properry

Previous page
Maln Sparks fly as the crowns ofjarrah
trees explode in the intense heat.
Photo - Leigh Sage/CALM
lnget Two hundred Rre trucks and
command vehicles were deployed during
flre supression operations.

Bslow South Mole at Fremantle provided
a vantage point from which to view the
enormous smoke cloud that engulfed
much of the metropolitan area.
Photos - Ron D'Raine

As the clock ticked past midnight,
the fire continued to escalate. CALM,
in association with the Fire and
Emergency Services Authority (FESA),
began mobilising the biggest bushfire
fighting deployment seen in Western
Australia. CALM personnel and
resources were brought in from
throughout the State-from Karratha
in the north to Kalgoorlie in the
Goldfields, to Albany and Esperance on
the south coast. FESA volunteers Forrr
as far away as Geraldton and many parts
ofthe Wheatbelt were contacted, ready
!o come to Perth to relieve their
metmnnl r t rn  m: rec

By the Sunday morning, two ofthe
original fires hadjoined and more than
4000 hectares had been burnt. Strong
easterly winds drove the fire towards

Above left and above Clouds formed as
the heat and smoke mixed with cooler air.
Photos - Crcig Barendrecht (above left)
and Emma Rose (above)

Pickering Brook and Karragullen.
Wind shifts-generally backing around
to the north-east before coming from
the south-west-combined with
localised wind effects in gullies, and
caused the fire to spread south and then
to the east.The southern spread ofthe
fire was halted by recent prescribed
burns immediately south of Brcokton
Highway. Without these low fuel areas,
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Top left Volunteers from the State
Emergency Service assisted CALM fire
crews and TESA a1d volunteer bLshfire
brigades.

Centre left CALM sector commanders
and crew leaders review tactics.

Left Bulldozers clear burning trees as a
safety measure during mopping up.
Photos Ron D'Raine
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Above (clockwise from top left) Snroke
ano  r ra l e  l r o rn  -1e  Pe l l h  c l  l c  bu5h l  r a -

on 2l ianuaty 2005; Perth city and the

Swan Rlver and Narrows Bridge viewed

from Kjngs Park; the Swan River looking
across to South Perth; and look ng across
the Swan Rlver towards APPlecross
Photos - David Bettini

Left Flre crews can use direct attack with

hoses where the f ire is burn ng ess
intensely in ow fuel areas-

Below left :  Maps wefe continualY
upclated and sent to the operations point

uslng a broadband nternet connect on

vla satel l t te.
Photas Ron D Raine
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