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riving south of Mount
Augustus National Park, in

country once part ofWaldburg Station
that has been managed for Pastoral
production since about 1932, itt hard

to imagine the land as it once was.
'Where 

native wildflowers and wildlife
once thrived in their natural habitats,
years of feral animal and human
impacts have taken their toll. The
country has been changed, in some
places quite dramatically.

Mounds of earth bear testimony to

some of the wildlife that once
inhabited the land. Some ofthe bigger
mounds once housed whole

communities of burrowing bettongs.
Scatters of smaller rocks were once
home to pebble mound mice, which
would carry rocks up to halftheir own
weight in their mouth and arrange
these in piles around the entrance to

their burrows. Today the mounds are
deserted-remnants of a time when

the full suite of native mammals
occurred in the area. However, it is
hoped that the bettongs and nattve

rodents will one day be back, as the
Deparrment of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) now manages
considerable areas of land purchased

across the Gascoyne and Murchison
regions, through a project known as
the Rangelands Pastoral Land
Acquisition Program, in a bid to
conserve their habitats.

The beginnings
Parts ofthe pastoral rangelands have

always been poorly represenred in

conservation reserves due to early
development of pastoral leases. An
opportunity to expand the area withn
reserves came with the beginning of
the Gascoyne Murchison Strategy
(GMS). The strategy recognised
problems besetting the pastoral
industry such as declining vegetation,
soil loss, increasing terms of trade and
declining economic returns. [t also
recognised the need to improve the
natural rcsource on which the industry
is based, and to address biodiversity
conservatlon.

Four core programs-business and
industry development; industrY
research and development; voluntary
lease adjustment; and improved
regional environmenul management-
were established within the GMS.
The Pastoral Rangelands Acquisition

Program was a component of the
regional environmental management
program that provided funding for

CALM to purchase selected land

systems within pastoral leases to add to
the conservation reserve system.
The GMS funding was strengthened
by significant contributions from

the Commonwealth Government's
National Reserve System Proglam of
the Natural Heritage Trust.

Some pastoralists accepted the

opportunity to leave the industry and
have their leases included in the
conservation reserve system. Many
were offered the chance to remain on
the land as caretakers for CALM, while
pursuing other economic endeavours.
Eighteen pastoralists sold their ennre
properties, and another 19 sold part of
their properties (see 'Wanna know a
secret?', 1-,4NDSCOPE, Autumn
2005). Each property has its own
unique history, individual collection of
land systems and conservation values.

Selecting land
A systematic approach was used to

identifi stations which, when added to
the current reserve system, would
imprcve reprcsentation of the range of

biodiversiry within protected areas
(see 'Filling the gaps', I-4NDSCOPE,
'Winter 

2000).
The selection process involves

evaluating available land using a range

Previous pqe
Maln Part of the lrregully Creek system
now within the new reserve system an
the Gascoyne.
Inset A dunnart, one of the marsupial
species discovered on an inaugural
biological survey at Waldburg Station in
the Gascoyne.

Above Entering the section of Wanna
Station purchased by CALM through
Coodardo's Gap.

Left Giant gums provide important
habitats for an incredible profusion of
bird life in an area formerly on Wanna
Station. Preservation of such places of
biological signiflcance is what the
rangelands acquisition program is all
about.
Photos - Samille Mitchell
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ic-vrcrrr),  drlgyte or bi lby (, ' l Inooti . .

/,1goti-r), gleatel stick-nest rlt (Lryoliilr,-r

roaditor) ald rufous hare-rval laby
(I-tgord rc s t c s h i rc u t u s).

CALM conrnences nlanagenlent

planning by prcparing interrnr

nlanrl ielrent guidel iues, rvhich rvi l l

evenrual ly l :e developecl into

forrnel rnarragement plens. Intcrrnr

mrnagernent gridc'lines allorv irnnrcdiatc

action in t l le key areas offeral aninrl l

cont: 'ol ,  f i rc conhol, boundrr,v

fence lnaiDtenarrce or replacerrrent,

destocking, pr.rbl ic srfcty, and

nlanr!!c1r1cnt of lct ivi t ics such as

tourism ald recreation.

Wildlife and wildflowels
Flora rnd fru:rr sruvcys on thc

fonner stations have lh'eldy turrred up

some intcresting species. Thlcerencd

lnulgaras (Dasyrcrrrs rrr-rtirarrda) Jrrvc

been col lected fronr Lake Mls<-,rr.

Lonc  r r i l ed  d r r r r r r :  t s  (Sa r i r t / r , ' y r r i .

httgkanlota\ hrvc bccn fbund on Lorn;r

Glen, Lake Meson, Muqqon and

Wrldbu:g, slrorr, ing this spccies ro bc

lrlore corl1rllon thrn wrs prcviollsl,v

drought. The Pilbrra ol ive python

(Liasls ol i laccrrs |nrroai).  rnorhcr

thrcaterrc'd specic's lncl the lugcst snlkc

in Westerrr Austr l l ia, l r ls bcc'n

confirnred or) Wlnna ar)d i l  rock-

nal laby species, probably l lothschi lcl i

rock rvalhb-v (Pctnrgail nrt,lr-rr/rildf , tres

also bccn sccn ol l  lVanna.

A nc'*,  species of gecko
(Di/ottat/ns sp.) has been firund on

Lornr Glcn.It  l r ls )ong bccn suspcctccl

thilt spccies *,ithin rhis gc'nus lrevt'

bccrr poorly dcscribcd. ;rnd this l ikcl,v

rlerv species is :r good exlrrrple of hol

sulvcvs ol1 the acclrired PloPclties rrL'

p:oducing :rddit ional ir fbrrrut iorr to

Top left CALN.4 senror operatrons officel
Brett Fitzgerald looks to Mount Augustus
in the distance from Gregory's Gap,
once part of wanna station.

Centre left This spiny'tailed gecko was
one of dozens of reptrle species recofded
on a CALM biological survey at the former
Waldburg Station in the Gascoyne.

Left A breakaway on the former Lorna
Glen Station.
Photos - Samille Mitchell
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Above far left  CALM senior operatlons
off icer Brett Fltzgerald examines the
slate rock formation at Pretty Pool,
formerly in Wanna Station

Above left CALM fauna officer Kathy
Himbeck shows off one of the repti le
species found at Waldburg Station
during a biologlcal survey.

Above Pinyuru \Erenophila cuneifolia) on
Waldburg Station.
Pllotos - Samille Mitchell
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Safr i  e [ / ]  tche s a )roiololr rra lst
based n Gera dton S re ca r b-"
contacted on 0407 998 721 o by emai
(sanr le@wn corn.aLr)

B .e t t  F t za re  a .  sa l se f  o  o t re ra t i ons
oif ce for CALl,,4 )asecl at thc
Cilr rarvol l  \r /ork contre He can l le
contacte( on {08)9!41 315,1.ir  l )y
enra ( ) ett l@calnr , . ,"a qov ar J

Tofy Brand s is the ranlte arrds
col lser /at orr coo ci l lator fo CALIV]
aircl  caf l)e coflactecl on
(08) 9r-29 2i33 'r by erra I
(Lony )@ca1r wil  !rov au)
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