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of the western ground parrot to the
other, so I was determined to give a
talk on my research by the conclusion
ofthe trip. Until then, the nany islands
provided a perfecr aorum to emphrsise
the variation in island ecosystems, as
we sailed past exposed rocks and large
sheltered islands supporting forests and
even hypersaline lakes.

Seascapes
From Doubtful Bay we passed the

full length of the Fitzgerald River
National Park, one of the largest parks
along the south coast and one of the
most biodiverse regions in the world.
The entire area of coastal watcrs
adjacent to the Fitzgerald River
National Park is also likely to be
considered as a future marine
conservation reserve and would be a
logical addition to the [nternational

Bdow View of recently-washed deck
from the top of the forward mast.
Photo - Brcnt Barrett

Biosphere Reserve status of the
adjacent mainland. West, Mid and Easr
Mount Barren, and the unique shapes
of Annies and Thumb Peak, faded
slowly into the horizon as we motored
into a headwind.

The first port of call, on the
following day, was a horseshoe-shaped
rock called Investigator Island. Here, I
described seals and sea lions rnd their
divergent requirements for haul-out
and breeding sites.We also got a good
overview of the low vegetation
indicative of islands exposed to salt
spray. Whilst we were discussing the
ecology ofa tern colony, ajuvenile sea-
eagle closely attended by an adult
swooped nearby on outstretched
wings. This must have been their nest
site. The presence of this top avian
predator completed the food chain of
this island-dwelling society and helped
to illustrate the delicate ecology of
these islands, and we headed oncc
mote out to sea.

At this srage, I decided to climb the
rigging to the top ofthe mast.Attached
to a body harness, I swayed with the

wind aloft a huge net-shrouded mast,
the large plate form of ocean laid out
below me, dotted in every direction
with islands and framed on one side by
a vast stretching mainland and on the
other by a knife-edge horizon.

Gems of the Recherche
Onwards and eastwards wc

travelled to the Recherche
Archipelago, which contains more rhan
'100 islands and 1500 islets, and
stretches for more than 200 kilometres
along the Statei southern coastline.
This biologically important
underwater marine wilderness area is a
high priority area for the creation of a
marine reserve. Detailed marine sudies
are underway in the archipelago (see
'Researching the Recherche',
I-4NDSCOPE, Winter 2003) and are
directed at obtaining some of the
information needed for the planning of
a narlne conservation reserve in the
area. The studies have already
uncovered six new species of fish and
6ve or six new species of algae, and
around 40 to 50 per cent ofthe 300 to
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