
Return to Mondrain

n our November 2002 island visit
(see I-4/\DSCOPE, Spring 2004),

many shrubs and mes had resprouted,
while seedlings of other sPecies
carpeted the ground. However, a few

species ofplans and animals could not
be located, or were present only in low
numbers, and we feared that such a
large fire had the potential to cause
population extinctions. So we leturned
in November 2004 to check on these
species and to resample our vegetation
quadras established in November 2002.

Anxlous return
As a boat containing CALM staff

David Pearson, Sarah Comer, Anne
Cochrane, Ryan Butler and Sandra
Gilillan edged away fiom the mainland
en route to Mondrain Island, we were
greeted by a large rolling souther$
swell. Landing on the northern end of
Mondrain Island is tricky when a swell
is running, but despite getting drenched
we landed saGly and set up camp.
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The 6rst thing we noticed was the
incredible regrowth behind the landing
site, creating a surreal green backdrop
with blackened trunks still protruding
sk1.ward. Dense climbers, especially
cf imbing l ignum (Muehlenbetkia

adpressa\, tta ed over the top of this
regrowth, and made walking through
the bush difficult and exhausting.
Another big difference was the vibrant
chorus of scrub-wrens, singing
honeyeaters and silvereyes in
regenerating scrub near our camp.

Dense regrowth
The following day, the botanists set

out to score their distant vegetation
plots, a daunting task since the
regrowth was dense and above head
height. It was intelesting to note the
rurnover ofspecies since our last visit.
Some species that were highly visible
in November 2002 were no longer
abundant. These included short-lived
species that colonise areas after 6re,like

Hookert sida (Sida hookeiana) and,
native parsnip (Ttachynere pilosa). Mote
long-lived species were now abundant
and fruiting, such as large-flowered
nthngia (Rulirgia grundifora) and litac
hibiscrrs (Alyogyxe huegelii). Large

swathes of native bizia (Parce anthus
lophantha), more than five metres tall,
impeded movement in the gully

behind the campsite, as did the
impressive regrowth of coastal moort
(Eucalyptus utilis).A number ofpeas and
watdes had flowered and fruited, and
were in the process ofreleasing seed to
replenish the soil seed bank. Two plant

specres (Phyllanthus and Pimelea) that
were abundant in 2002 were noticeably
absent in our woodland plots in 2004,
although the plots themselves had
almost 100 per cent ground cover.The
king leek orchid (Pnsophyllum rcgiun)
was no longer seen in our heath plots,
and these sites, bare and sandy in 2002
(90 per cent bare sand) now had less
than 25 per cent bare ground,
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Above RegroMh with burnt stags.
Photo - Anne Cochrane

Left A fleshy-footed shearwater at rts
nest.
Photo - John and Val Butler/Lochman
Transparcncies

Bottom left Death adder.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

sonrc h:rcl srtrvivcrl ,  l r t t t  horv ]ottg

r r r , r r l . l  i t  t . r l c  l i ' r  r l ' , r r r  t , '  r r ' ' , , l , , r r i ' e

r l r .  i . l . r r r J  r r ' l r , r r  t l t , . r r '  r r r . r i r r  I ' r . r  ' t l -

snrr l l  skinks scctrrcr l  ro bc so rcrlucccl?

Thc or,crcrrr u,clrhcr u.rsrr ' t  idcrl

for i- i rding clorrncr. l  snrkcs. lhich

\\ 'crc ptc\0ttt  i t r  l r tgc nLttrrbcts ot l  t :r t t t-

trvo prcvior.ts visi ts ro lhe isl i l l lc l  l t tcr

thc l l r t  Forrr rtctc f ir trncl.  orrc l  l i ' : t t . t lc

rvith sir crubrvos (thcl bclr l ivc -votrrtg).
I  l r i '  . l ' u i r .  '  l ) r ' u \ t r r ) r  r l r l \  ' L r l v r r cJ  r i r c

t ' i r t  b1'r 'ettcl trng into burlo\\ 's. but-r ls

l , i th clcerh rcLlcrs thcit  rrr l i rr  plcv of

skinks h.rcl r)()r sLl l \ : i \ 'ccl es st lcccssfir l l -r ' .

Foltunrrel l :  sr l tkcs hl lc slou nrctrtbol ic

r . . r r r ' .  . r t . l  . . r r r  q , ,  \ \ r t l r , r r r r  h ' , ) . 1  l i ' r

nronths. :r lLning thcrrr to copc rvirh

tbocl sholtrqcs.

Orlv trr<r airrpct p\ ' !bor)\ \ \ 'crc

t iunrl  in thc t irst thrcc dat 's. l l t rr  ott  c| lv

f i l r l  I{r ' l rr  sttrr l tr lccl ecross:t t l t t-c l trcl

lnr izinq siqht- i l  t l t t tglc oi cl t t  l ' rct
pvthorrs orr l  qr ' l t r i lc sLrb rtcl tr  rhc

occ l r r  F i vc  l t l l c s  l  c r c  c t r t l  i nc t l

erourrr ' i  l  l l rqc: f i rr t l lc. rnd ortc h;rt l  his

trr i l  l inkcd ro hcr irr  r  tr t i t t i t rg ctrrbri tcc.

Anorhcr rrr:r lc rvJs r iqhrlv coi lccl err ' :rv
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Wcstctr Arrstr ir l i l .  clcrr orr l t \

southcr ntrrost islrrt ls.Thc l( lol  \ \ i ldhrc

or Mondr:r ir t  Isl .rrrr l  rvi l l  cotr! i tr t tc rtr

i :rrp.rct on thc l i l . l t loscls uld * i ldl i t i

f i r t  vculs. Al l  lcpt i lc. rni lr l l l l . r l  i l rrd bi l-d

spccicr pr-cviotrslv knorrrt  f i rrrrr rhc

islurd srrtvi lcd thc f ic () vJr\ ' i l ls

crtcuts. Sonrc ui l l  lccorcr r lpl t l l r  rrrt l

rcoccup! thc Icgcrrcr 'r t i r lq \ 'cqctrr i t) l l
()drcrs. strch ls r lc:tr l t  .rci t lcrs. r lhich bcrt '

vor.rnu inf i-cqucrrt lr :  Iul  t . tkt '  dccrdcs ttr

rcco\cI to t l)cir t i rrrt tcr I t t t t trbcrs

l)cspitc thc .hrurr:c rh.rt  i rc crusc:.
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sct sccrl .  onlr ' t()  dis. l fpcirr '  otrcc :tr I : t i t r .

L:rtqc :rrrcl  rvoodv shr-rrbs i trc clclrcd

itrr'.tv iirl ncs :rrtcl vigototts gl1)\\'th, I!

.r | lc i l l .s thit  thc r-rpi. l  urorvrh of rr l t i |c

plrnts hls plovidcrl  in: 'ccts. lTircls.

nlrrunrr ls : tr tcl  rcpti lcs \ \ i th sotl lcicnl

hrbit .r t  .rr .1 l  f ixrd sotrrcc ro cnl lr lc

rccovctr ' .r f tct l i rc

Wc hope to bc.rblc ro corrt ir) trc to

nrol ikrr the r-ccov. 'rv of f , l l t rrrs . t tr . l

.rnirrr l l : i  orr Morrdr;r irr  Islrrr, . l  ovcr t l , .

rrcxt t lcc.rclc. in otdcr o i t lpnxc ottr-

r t r r . l ,  t ' t . t t t . l t t l g  , , t  r l l ,  r r l r l  . r ,  t .  , ' i

ui lcl t l rc orr isl lur l  corrrr l i rrr ir ics rrrr l  s<r

grr i t lc t lccisions ()n \ \ 'hct l)cr ()r n()t  to

intcrvcnc uhcr I iglrtning st l ikcs thcsc

ir l :rr tr ls.

Above Spotless crake.
Photo - Stuart Millet/Lochman
Transpatencies

Left Black-footed rock-wallabies.
Photo - Babs and Bett Wells/CALM

Below Boat leaving Mondrain lsland.
Photo Anne Cochrane
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