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Stirling Range National Park

The brooding beauty of
the mountain landscape,
its stunning and unique
wildflowers and the
challenge of climbing
Bluff Knoll draw
hushwalkers and
climbers to the Stirling
Range National Park,
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he Jagged peaks of the Surling
Range streteh for 63 kilomerres

from cast o west, The rocks of

the range were once sands and siles
deposited i the deloa of a river flowing
mre o shallow seas Deposited  over
many illions of vears, these lavers of
sediment became so thick and heay
that, in combination with
uninaginable  torces soretching che
Earths crust in the arca. they caused
the crust in the area o sink, As the
swrthce subsided. sdll more sediment
was deposited i the depression which
was  lert. The  fnal thickoess off
sediment. which sohditied to become
rocks known as sandstones and shales,
15 belicved w be more than 1.6
kilomeeres!
Over millions of  vears. che
surrounding rocks were worn away by
the torces of weathering {physical and
chemical breakdown) and  crosion
(removal of material by water, wind
and graviey) Teowas during this process
that the current term of the Sarling

Range was sculpred.

Bluff Knell, at 1095 metres abowve
sea level, 15 the highest peak m the
South Wese. The main face of the Blutt
forms one of che most impressive
chtts  on che Australian mainland.

History

Fhe Mineng and Goreng people
ortgimallv: Tived 1m0 and around  the
Stirling
country, In cold weather thev wore

Range and  surrounding
Kangaroo sk cloaks reaching nearly
to the kneeo They alse bule small,
conical huts 1 wer weather, Socks
were placed i the ground and bent to
form a cone. then threaded wath
paperbark. rushes or leafv branches,
They told muny stories about  the
Serlmg Range. and m manv of them
the mountains are reterred  to as
dangerous

Dependimg on the intent of the
speaker. Bluft Kooll s called Bular
Mial Cmany eves’) or Bala Mial (Chis
eves) by the Nvoongar people. the
traditdonal Aborigimal  custodians of

the region. This was because the rocks




on the Blutf were shuped like faces. The
peak 1y often covered by mists, which
curl around the mountin tops and
float meo the gullies, These constanty
changing mists were believed to be the
only wisible form of a spiric called
Noatch, who had an evil repuraton
The range was firse observed from
the sea by navigaror Macthiow Flinders
m 1802, The

national park o 1913, a0 a ome where

aren was  declared a

the dominane culeare was towards

clearing the bush and converting ic w

Frmland

Wildflower wonderland

e number and  beauty of the

wildtlowers v staggering and spring
incredible,

wildtlower  viewing s

Sorling Range Natonal Park s one of

the worlds most imporant arcas for

flora. with more than 1500 species
puwcked within i boundaries. More
plane species oceur in the Seiling
Range than in the entire Brinsh Tsles.
and 87 plant spedies found i dhe
Stirding Runge vocur nowhere else
on carth, incduding  cight Fonous
mountain bells of the genus {areina
thedn and

Because  of height.

proximity to the south  coast, the
climate on the peaks differs from that

ot thelr surroundings. This s the mam
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reason tor the  greart

wildflowers. There are, tor nistance. an

astomishing 128 orchid species—38 per
cent ol adl known Western Australian
orchids

Thicket grows on the upper levels
of all the major peaks. In spring, the
thicker 5 a s of Howering shrubs.
The brilliant pink Strling Range pixic
luatijoling)
strengly with the red pea flowers. the

mops  (fsepogon Conerast
vellow drvandras and the white gianc
candles (Cladersonda axifliffora) This mass
Howering arrives later than that on the
lowluds, and s best in October.
especilly ona misey day when the
clouds around the mountains enclose
the visitor inee chis world of colour
without the vista of the surrounding
Fomland

An ideal me o visic s Tate spring
and carly summer (Ocober
December), when the wildfowers are
at their best Winter, beeween June and
August, 15 celd and wer and visitors
should come prepared. Even 1 ospring
the weather can be unpredicrable.
particularly higher up o the range.

Ll!ld

terperzture o drop, and rain or hail to

Sudden changes  cause  the
set 1 All visitors are sirongly adwvased
not to cnter the bush or use toorpachs

on davs of extreme tire danger

Stirling Range Retreat
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park facts

Where is it? Tha pah s about (00
rari-oast ol Albany via Chester Pass
Rz

Travelling time Just <vsl cne aon T
Llbany

Total area @ 15,020 hactares

What to do Buslawalking mounta::
climiing. camizing, picnicking
birctwatohing, wildflower viswing

Must see sites Bluft Knall, the
point in the Scall West, is a
Losists I takss thie four Nons te
completes the 5 ki retarn hike

mihest

Naming [ 1231 Surgecn Alewancler
Colle recarded the Abariainal naene of

the range Ko Kyeunaratt', ch

was [ oviclad o hirn iy | DO
auide Mokare Surveyor General John
Septimus Raoe fravelled to Perfh with

Gewvernar S James Stirling in 1832 and
alimpsed some remarkatile and
elevared neaks  Roe called {ham the
Stirling Range

Facilities Gas arbiecues todets and
picnic tables, There is a camping area
ai Moingup Springs

Nearest CALM office There aie two
resident rangers, nne at the turn-off to
Bluff Knall and the other at Park
Headguan iers rear Moingaup Spring
in Chester Pass CALM's Soy
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40 Return to Mondrain

What would scientists find on Mondrain [sland, offshore from Esperance,
two-and-a-half years after a huge fire burnt through most of the island?

45  Solving the hammer orchid puzzle

How did bizarre-looking hammer orchids evolve into their amazing shape?

54 Burning rocks

How did the Mount Cooke fire, one of the largest wildfires recorded in
the northern jarrah forest, affect the plants and animals of the area?
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17 Bookmarks

The Mark of the Wagarl
Coastal Plants: Perth and the South-West Region
Roads and Tracks Western Australia

26  Endangered
Hughan's featherflower

| 52 Feature park
Stirling Range National Park

62 Urban antics
A fish tale
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