One of the world's worst invasive species

Is heading towards Western Australia,

but the State government and communit

are deter

ined to stop this noxious pest

in its tracks before it arrives,

he cane toad (Bofo marinis) has
been nominated by the World
Union  as of the

Conservation ang

worlds 100 worst invasive  species,
and has been recenty listed as
key threatening process under the
Commonwealth’s Enriromment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act (999
All life stages of cane toads are
toxIc, causing envirommental, social and
The
moventent of cane toads through the
Northern Territory towards WA {see
‘Poison in paradise; cane toads hop
west’, LANDSCOPE, Autumn 2003}
threatens the Kimberlevs biodiversity

CCONOMIC  IMPacts westward

(see box), as well as its nature-based

tourtsm  indusery  and  tradinional
Indigenous hunting
The woads  were  deliberately

introduced into Australia in 1935 to try
to control beetle damage in Queensland
sugar cane  crops, even tlmugh the
beetles lived on the cane stems abowve
the reach of the toads. The beetle larvae
did oceur 1 the soil. but again, were
maceessible to cane toads

Omnginally from central and South
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@ V¥ictoria River Bridge

America, cane toads have spread
across much of Queensland, northern
New South Wales and the “top end’ of
the Nerthern Territory, where they
are now abour 200 kilometres from
the WA border. The main front line is
east of the Victoria River in the
Northern Territory, although one
population is known to the west of
the river near the Victoria River
Bridge. WA strategy is to work with
Northern

Territory  agencies  to

elimmate this western outpost and

keep the cane toads on the other side

of the

river—no small task  given
that the Victoria River catchment

(06, 000)

square kilometres, or roughly the size

covers an area of about
of Tasmania.

The Department ot Conservation
and Land Manmagement (CALM) s
now responsible for implementing the
WA Cane Toad Inidative, building on
State’s

This

initiative 1§ being enhanced by the

initial  work  done by the

Department of  Agriculture
efforts of 2 mumber of communiry-
based groups, mcluding the Stop che
Toad campaign organised under the
umbrella of the Conservation Council
of WA, which has received $300.000
in State government funding

Cane toad trapping programs in the
Northern Territory will be a priority,

The traps in use—and the winner of
this years cane toad trap competition
run by the Northern Territory—rely
on solar-powered  lights to attract
nsects, whicl in tuen atreet the toads,
In one version, the toads push cheir
way through a slatted door and become
trapped on the other side: in another,
they come up a ramp to reach the
insects, then fall into the box trap. The




Above Cane toads were introduced to Queensland in 1935 in a
failed attempt to control the cane beetle,
Photo — Peter Marsack/Lochman Transparencies

Right Cane toad trapping in the Northern Territory.
Photo — Noe! Wilson/Department of Agriculture

Belew Cane toads have poisonous glands on either side of the
neck at the back of the head.
Photo — liri Lochman
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Native species believed to be at greatest risk from cane toads

traps need to he checked regularly and
the roads destroved humanely,
The WA Cuane Toad

launched m December 2004 las been

lnitiative,

allocated 32 nmillion in Stare

wovernment tunding and, o date,

3 LANDSCOrE

Above background Victoria River
catchment, in the Northern Territory.
Photo - Cof Roberts/Lochman
Transparencies

Left The giant frog, a native species, is
sometimes confused with the cane toad.
Photo — Dennis Sarson/Lochman
Transparencies

Below Quarantine check paint at the
border of WA and NT.
FPhoto — Hiri Lochman

SHO0.000 0 has

Commonwealth government funding.

been promsed o

A cane toad survetllance team has
been established in Kununurr and s
working closely with <taff trom the
Northern Territory Parks and Wildlite

Service. Between February and June
this vear, the survallance tenn covered
more than 23000 Kilemeoes during
eperations in the Northern Territory,
monitoring  kev locatiens for the
presence of cane toads and helping with
cane toad rapping. Iy the same period.
the team also recorded the location of
more than 100 waterholes, ponds and
swamps, and inspected abeut half of
them looking tor cane toads

As well as survetllanee and toeeted
mrapping of cane wads around the
Victoria River, WA has increased 1ts
border sec lll'it}' <8} ]\'L‘L‘p cane toads from
bemg carrted mto the State accidentally,
and has set up a0 24-hour telephone
service for anvene who thinks thevive
seen a cane toad o report it

Several cane toads have hitchhiked
mto the Stare and been detected—tor
exaniple, i July 2005 4 dead toad was
tound i Perth in o ral freighe
container carrving boxes of bananas
from Queensland. In the firse halt of
2005 one live and five dead cane toads
were found in WAL including o dead
toad found in a woman’s shoe when
she opened her sutcase in the Perth
suburly of Morlevs This compares with
five reported altogether i the period
from 20010 to 2004

As it nuportant tor the conununiey
to be vigilane, particularly o the
Kimberley, mformation kits have been
prepared and distributed, road signs have
been installed on all the main 1oad
entries mto the State, and an education
package tor schools s bemg developed.

While no rtoads are naove to
Australia, some native frog spedies such
as the @t frog (Cydorana ausialis),
have been mistakenly reporeed as cane
toads, People are urged to report
anvthing thev think s 2 cane toad so
that the species can be contirmed
betore antmals are killed. The 24-how
Cane Toad Report telephone line s
80 G888

Catis Baley is curiently Executive
Editor ot LANDSCOPE and has
woiked ina variety of toies in CALM
since 1990, She can be contacted on
(05) 9389 2644 or by email
[cansb@oalm wa gov auy
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48 Bald Island getaway for Gilbert's potoroos

A ‘holiday’ for two critically endangered potoroos provides new
information for scientists hoping to improve the status of the species.

56 Discovering Walpole's spineless wonders

Local community members unite with scientists in an inspiring research
project at Walpole.
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