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ince 19U.1, rhere have bccn 21 nuss

strandings of whales and dolphins

l long rhe coast of Western Austral ia.

TJrc rn.r jor iry oft lrc.e hrvc oeiurrcd in

the Statci south-west, in prrt icuiar,

alonq r srretch of coastl ine betwcen
Br.rsselton rnd Augusta an:lrea most

eorrrrrronly knorvrr for i t .  st:r tely forc.tr.

rugged coastl ine, srrperb berches,
lvineries and odrer l t tract ions.

It  was in this area, along

Geographe Bly in and nelr rbe popular

tourism town of Busselton, that che

two most receDt mass rvh:rle strrndings

occurred wirhin e rwo-nronth pcriod.

Tbe sr.rperlacive rescue eflorts that

ensrrcd icrrrcnred Westerrr Au;rr.r l i . r ' . r

repLrtat ioD for rnlr ine nranrnrr l

r r t r  r Jgc r r ( l  t t  . t t t d .  o  ( s  . r g r i r r .

highlighted the spirit and qcnerosiry of
rhe cornnrunity. Thc efforts of
volunteers, thc private seccor and
governnlen! oflicers helped to turn thc
ridc of whet iorr ld luve bcrn tr.rgcdics
into two of thc nrost successful whille

rescues ever undertxkcn in Ar.rstralia.

Pilot error
Early on a Sunday morning,3 April

2(X)5, 19 lons-finned pilot whales (see
box) beached themselves at l nunber of
locations along a 35-kilolnetrc' stretch

of Geographe Bay, benveen Siesta Park
and Pepperrninr Grove Beach. The last
whale srranding in the rrea, involving
revrn Gr.ty\ berkrd whrlc' .  wr'  in
2003. At nearby l)unsborough, WA

experienccd its largest whale stranding

in 1996, rvhen 320 long-f inned pi lot

whales belched thenlselves.

Busselton Police reported the
stranding to rhe locl l  l )epartment of
Conservarion rnd Land Management
(CALM) off ice, which immediarely

began to coordinate a whalc rescue

operation. CALM off icers were

dispatched to investiqate rnd found
four dead whales at Port Geographe
Beach, the init ial  stranding site. The

rescue strategy swung inro action, with
the inain objective being to ensure the
wellbeing of the surviving i5 whales

and eicouraqe thcrn to return to the
oPcn sea.

CALM requested help fronr the
Busselton conrnruniry in tending to the
whales. The call for volunteers war

answered loud ilnd strong, as rcsidents

ind tourists desccnded on trrc

stranding locations ro ofler assistance.
Some came with wecsuits at ld warur
gear to help dircctly with rhe whales.

Others brought food, drinks and
logistic.rl help CALM Senior Prolect
Ofl icer Tarnmie Reid and CALM

Blackwood o{Ticers Neil Taylor and
Mark Pittlvino were given roles as
pr.rblic information officers for the
rcscue. CALM and che West Whaies
vohlnlcer qrolrp soolr had the
volunteers rcgistered and workinE on
different rasks ro help the whales. Tne
voh.rnteers were divided into teanrs and
allocltcd a srranded whale to look
after. This involved stabi l ising dre
wh . r l e \  , o r rd i r on  by  kc tp i ng  i t  n ro i s r

Previous page
Main Volunteers struggle to hold one of
the beached whales upright.
Photo - .Jeff and Sarah Henderson
Insets (clockwiee from top) Long,flnned
pilot whale with its freeze branded
identjf ication number; a pilot whale on
the morning of the release; the false
kil ler whale stranding; volunteers
'holding' a whale upright.
Photos - CALM and Jeff and Sarah
Hendercon

Above The forward operations point for
the long-finned pilot whale stranding in
April.

L.eft Volunteers place a long-finned pilot
whale in a sling to transport it to Port
Geographe Beach.
Photos - CALM

12 LANDSoOPE



7-

eL:l.l()Js0NY'l

qcpeB saulaqJ

| ' . .: -) . i , ,r i r i i i ' I r r.

--6 lii I " !'

spue s Inllqnoo., ,

+ 89 qceoB MoleDlrlr.,r-

ueuqco'l ulr - optld
'886tr ur elsnBnv le Bulpuells eleqi\

'pap t pasEalarzzL
rsaleqM .re rl eslef ezL uollassng 9002

'pa p I paseale-r el rseleqM
lolrd pouurf 6uo 6L uollassng 9002

'pa p e iseleqM
urads 6 Aeg puelsl Inllqnoo 0002

po p t'pesPeler t
:sa eqM pefpaq s AEr9 I uollossng f00Z

'poseueqlna I'perp It pesPaler 9:se eqM
.ra I as el 89 qoeog ^/tole6laZ00Z

'pEep punol lle 'se eqM ra rl as el t qrea€ saufaqJ 0002
pesee ar B surLldlop osoua lloq I doo'l ssalasn 8661,

peseuPqlno L 'petp g surqdlop padLlsgqJesg dnrrnu€poot 8661
'parp t pesee e.r €:selPqM.le 1)l I qlnourxf 106l

'peap plrno] lle:surqo op pe]loos I qlnouxf 1661
'pa p 0Z'posee er 00t rsaleqM lo rd peuu + ouot 0Zg qonoJoqsunO 9661

'peseele./ t:su qd op asoualUoq t qEJnpuslill966J
'pe p L 'peseelar e rsalPq^^ pe)iPeq s,^er3 t lrPuruao 8661

'6urpuerls

lo srnoq Mel p urqirM pa p e rsoleqM lolrd p€uu ] lroqs B0lulod fpues t66l
'Du puerls ]o srnoLl Mal e urq]rM perp I e iselBLl/V\ lo d peuu ] lroqs 6 pulppquro'l 166l

'peseeJer 0l :surqd op asouallloq 0! qernpue![ 066t
'parp et 'posee e.r tL surqdlop pad rr ]s tZ plsnonv 696,

paseuPqlne qL 'potp lt 'pos€otar z0 :saleqM rallrl as e] t8 rlsnonv 8861
'po p Bt posealar 96 :sa PqM ialtrt as el tL I Blsnonv 9861

ppop puno+e]aM e rsepqMlolrd pauu ]-lroqs6futqlvt86l

)-v

'l]euruoc

\rnr.)trr ,\q \rrol]rrol .rJqto rrr PiPUu,lts

lrrl trrlt \)lfrl.\\ ui.\.)\ lrod\rrt]i] ol

rrt)irq :.rr.rrgo t\]lV') ilrl\\|lfi]f\
'srlrq.\\

.rlt ;_tl11\r\\r: lrl:ilLr Irrf .ir:p iirrol I

ttrrcls ptq tr:t1t suruil pilrrl rtp.rrr1c1.r.r ot

iirrrrHorrr .irlllrroy1 rro tlrr ol)a ]u P.r.\r-rI
's!)rrir.ll ;_uqln\ -10 dlr0.r;- .r.rq qtrrr

iirlr.rV r\rl trirLlr.rr r(llJsptlr:l V\_lV )
ic1 p.rpr'.rq s.rirlrrnlo,\ .lo lurJl qsi.q

V lrl;-llr plo.) ;-rro1 .rrP ;irrrrnp Prpr.ro.rrl
r(l PIn().) !Ili.r(l PiPr.u (l)nLlr ltlll
()s \iiilolll(),\ i.<otrq.r-liltll ol t\ IV:)

l))lqf .r ll \l lrl.rqrurq .\1.)lui)rt\.r i)(l ol

p:r.rturl sr;rrtrrnp.r -lo .rrtsr)ir.r rtll rrlt.u

i)rlt ur srufrt .)rF ot Por)j POU srl(Il.rP

toLl (1e{rlrrs (D urrS)q prtl Itrf \trrrl

trrii or t\lV') prdptl pt'q sr..rr(rnlo.\

pLrr:.ilrrrnrrrrrror \\Jur\nq pol ilql Jnrrl

srrl] \{l llr\l\rrr\ ll.r(lt t\ls\l ot s.)ltolqrtrrf

[rUr \rIltlrrlr,\ qrl \\ l].i1.)rlUr ;ur.r(l

\.rlu(l\\ )ul()\ LItl\\ 'llrrrfl .rq.1t r;r"o:,,1

rio(l rr pl.rLI srlrrl\\ lLl:jrr rrll-lo Llllrrrl

Jqt P.)iotruoru \ptlrtsrro.) \t.1.\ lf:)()l
\lLrrurrrr lIurlrt\qn\ ,\.rr \

rrI i.rrp s.rrr.rds .r1r'r1rr .rinq r torr .r.rt

\J(p il[1.\\ '()\ ;uol \i.Uiru -JIl'rl r Pur
xrs ot dn q.rr:x ur.r \ilurl\\ toptl p.rrrrrrg

;rr() I u,lrl(lur1s lLrJ.\.rlll ()l Prlr.\()l Plrf

qrea8 -t> 9
0nrrnLUepool

p!aDal

YV
lseoc v ^ uo sFulpuerls ssel l

'+ '8 pue 'TI
Jt bz ^

1 elsnrnY

\'

\ r.' I ril

iri
,-t,l

qe-rnpueylll$.
t pue 0r

:.

.laltueLuaJl
'a

qliad !

sarlauro rrl

0E0t0t0z0t 0

s! rtd op par rlS

s!rrcllop pa]lo.lS

sa PrlM L! raars

sa P!r,\ lo r0 pa!u lrorls

sa PlM to d pallrl Dlol

sc r! p!taaq s Aa i9

salslM ra I rl asLe!

s! rlo op a:^oLri lloS

-
1F
-
+
+
:-

.l+\
I
'u od ̂pues + 88
utpequot + 6

-_il



Long-finned pilot whale (clobicephala melas)

P ot whales are probab y so ca e. l  because of the r fepLrtat on for p ot rr l l
1 sher'nren towards schoo s ol f  sh

These wha es are brown sl ' l  grey to b ack {/ro/as nieans b ack n La1 n), apart
lronr a f i  nk sl ' r  anchor shape on the unders des Tlrey are a so cl st inguished by a
h cth, bu boLrs forehead (G/oblcephala mears ba , rke head ) The long, s ck e
shaped peciora f ins t lrat are polnted orr the t Ji  aie at east a l  f t l r  o{ the bocry
ength. The r alorsa f n s ow aicl onl l  at the base. These manrma s Ltslal ly have
a 0fey sadd e patch on t l ' le r back, and a grey stfeak beh ncl the eyes The
nrax rum length s s x ancl a ha f metres, w ih males ar ger than fenra es. Calves
a re  ess  t han  two  me t res  onU  a t  b l r t h .

The  ong . t nned  p  o t  whae  s  abundan t  and  wdey  ds t r i b l t ed  I n  t he  cod
tem l re [a te  wa te ]  s  o t  t he  so ! t he rn  hemrsphe  e  and  No - th  A t  an t  c  l t  l eeds  a r  ge  y
on sqlr d ancl the movements of these abuiclant invertebrates proball  y cleternr ne
the clai ly aci vrt ies and seasonal rnovements of p ot whaes The specres \, , , ,as
hun ted  l o r  cen tu r  es  n  t he  No  th  A t  an t i c  f o r  t s  mea t  and  o i l  l t s  no rn ra  f espan
s bdtw-.en 30 afd 50 years, w t ir  ca ves born every three to four years Pi lot
[ /hales ar-o essent a] y ocean c They are tholght to nav gaie by means ol clrcks
a r i d  commLrn  ca te  by  w l r i s t  ng  They  l i ve  t n  0 -oups  o f  t e | s  o r  h ! t nd reds .

P ot wlra e strand nl ls ale common throu!]hout the world They tend to strano,
l loi l-r  ncJ vldua y an.l  n hercls of ul) to severa hundred, suclr as t l te st al lcl ing of
320  on (J  f  nned  p  o twhaesa tD t rnsbo rough  n1996

r r t  r r - uLk '  , r r r r l  r l i l g ' .  t o . j o i l  t l t c  n t . r i l
poJ  . r  l l r r t  ( i coq r . r ph i .  l i e . r ch  T l r i s
r c \ (  L r .  s t r  r t cg \  l . r r  L . . r scd  on  t hc
k t t L l r r r  r t t o r rg  l r ( ) n ( l s  t l l . r r  c r i s t  . r r r ong
*  l r . r l c s  o l  t l r i \  \ 11 (  (  i (  \ .  t hc r ' . b \
r r r i r r i r r r i s r r r q  t h c  r i ' k  o i  , t r t r  s l r . r l e t
I  Cs t r . l l ] r l l r ) q  ( JD(  c  f l l c \  \ \  a l  a  l t c l  ( l c ( l

b . r ck  oL r t  t o  sc . r

I r . r r sp r r r t . r t i o r r  o l  r hc  u l t . r l c s  ro
l ) o l t  ( i coq r . r p l r e  l l c , r ch  p lo r . i l  r o  l . c , r
l , r bo r  i oL r ' .  l ons  r . r sk .  r r  i t l r  r l r c  l , r s r  u  l r . r l e
r i l o t . r r t r l  r o  t l r c  r r r . r i l )  pL r r l  . l t  l . l l l r . u
L r r  \ l o r i l . r r .  I  Ap r i l  I ) L r r i r r q  t h i s  t i n r c .
t \ \ ( )  r r o r c  l h . r l c s  r l i cL l  l r  u . r s  t l e r r r l i . r l
t h , r t  L ) c ( . l L r \ .  o l  i l . t r r gc rous  Lo r r r l i t i ons
po ' c r l  h r  t l r c  J l r k .  . r r r r l  t l r t ,  u r l i k ch
t  h . r l t L  c  o t  r r r cccs r  . r t  t l r i \  t i n t c  ( r t  n i q l
r l r c  uh , r l c r  r , , oL r l r l  r r o t  l r c  r c l c . r se r l  r r r r r l
, l . r t l r g l t t  , , r r  , \ , 1p r r t 1 . r t  r r r 6 r1 i1g  A  ' c t
r . r '  p l . r . eL l  t o  l r o l L l  t h r , n r  i n  . r r , 1  l c cp
, l r '  r . r  '  .  ,  t .  '  , r L , .  t r . r r r ,

A r  l l  l r l r  ( ) n  N 1 o | r r . , , .
. t , : r , r r r r p , r t r t c t l  I t r  l . r . ne r ' r . r n , l  r , , hoop .  o f

. 1o r  l i o r r r  pcop l c  o l  t l r r '  be . r rh .  r h t
r r l r . r l c r  r r c r c  r c l c . r scJ  i i r r r  t hc
. cn r l ( i r . r \  l r o l J i l q  po r r r t  . r nJ  qL r i i l t t l
( )U1  r t )  \ c . r  r , , r t l r  t l r i  hc l l -  o l - bo . r t '
o p c r , r t r ' . I  b , ,  r o l r r r r t L c r s  . r n . l  ( l A l N l

s t . r i i  l l r r  - l r l l r  (  A I N l  , r , r i i  , r l ] J
' , , ' l L r r r r , c r s  r h o  l r . r r l  t c r r L , L l  t o  r l r c
, , r l r , r l r ' .  t l L r r i r r c  r l r c  r r r . l t J i n { .  r o r r r c  o t
r r ho rn  l r . r i l  g i r c r  t h . . r r  r r r . u r r c  r r . r r t l r
n . r r r r , .  r L r r l r  , r '  i \ 1o l r r  . r r r J  Nen r r , .  q , r r c

l l i f r ) r  . l  h r rq r  . c r rL l  o t i  u r t h  ' l r oL r r s  , r l t l
r  h r ' e l s  I r r o  o f  t l r r '  r , .  h , r ] t r  r f l i t  i r on r  r l r c
r r r . l l r r  l , ( i ! l  . u ) r ]  l r c . r L l cL l  ' ( l . r r g l r t  t L r  ( . . r l c

\ . r t L r , r l r ' r r '  l h c  r r r . r i r  poJ  u . r s  e ' , o r t cJ
o r r r  t o  ' . . r  r r f t r l  r ,  l r r l  l ) | l  . r | ( i .  \ \ l r r r )  t l t .
r f \ ! u . r \  \ \ . r .  ( ( ) r r 1 l ( l f n t  t l t , l r  r l t .  r . , 1 r , r l c .
r r c r e  r r r , 1 . c 1 '  . r ) ( ) L r g l r  \ \ . l t r r .  l l r .  l r r ) , l r \
r c t r  r . ( l  t o  ' h t ' r c  Ac r  j . r l  sL r l r c i l l . r r ,  t
co r r t i r L r r , L l  t i r r  s r . r c r . r l  J , r r r .  h t r r  t l r . , .
l r c r c  r ) o  l l r l l r . r  ' i g l t t i l q '  o 1 _ r l r , . p o J

lhc  r . ' LL r r '  , r p r ' r . r t i o r  l r , r i l  L . ccn  . , "

Above left  background Geographe 8a\
at sLrnset
Phato Jahn Kleczkawski/Loch,nan
Irarspa/erc/es

Left Forest Products Conrnriss on off icer
M  ke  Ca r te r  and  a  vo  un tee r  ho ld tng  a
lo fg  f  nned  p i l o t  wha  e  t h rough  a  ong
n gnt
PlJoto CALM
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Above left  The rrassive conlnrun ty
response to the ta se ki l ler ! !ha e
stranding.
Phota Gary Faftelly

Above M d-afternoon, when an attempt
to re ease the fa se ki l ler wha es was
tn tm tnen t
Phato - leff and Sarah Hendercan

False klller whales (Pseudorca c/,assldensl

Fase  k  e r  wha les  o f t en  f o rm  he rds  o f  more  t han  100  ndv iduas  anc l  o f  bo ih
sexes and al age gro!ps. and appeaf to have strong soc al cohesion They are
occas onally dr ven ashore in Japan and eaten and afe somettnres drowned n
clr t t  nets.

They are med Um sizecl wha es with a ong, slender body and a nar row, taperecl
head  w th  a  rounded  snou t  The  do rsa  l n  i s  h i gh  and  cu rved  and  t l t e  na r row ,
tapeled pectora f ins have a d st inct ive hump or elbow, on t l-re front edge Tl]ey
are black with a gfey chesi and the sicles of the l-read are somet mes l ight gfey
Average ength is 4 6 metres fof females and 5.4 metres for ma es. Ca ves are
al lout 1.5 metres at b rth

False k ler whales are found throLlgholt the world, in a tropica and temperate
seas They are sometimes seen ciose to the coast in cooler waters, but tencl to De
ocean c, rare y approaching land unless ihere s deep water nearby. They afe
playiu and readi ly bow rlde somet mes eap ng r ght into the a r They thr ve on
squ d and large f ish and may attack groups of small  do plr ns These mamma s
breed a year round and are thought to have a iong gestat on period.

Large herds of false ki l  er wha es somet mes strand themselves dramatica y on
a beach ln 1986, I14 talse kl ef whales siranded en masse at Algusia: 96 were
success fL r  l y  f e tu rned  t o  i he  sea  I n l 9BS ,ano the r l a rgepodo f ta l sek  e rw l - raes
was stranded near Augusta. Thirty two of theni were retufned to the sea,
bLrt a separate rnass stranding of 24 whales about 30 k ometres east of Augusta
was d scovered too iate and T5 had to be euthanased.
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