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D’Entrecasteaux National Park

Spectacular coastal cliffs,
pristine beaches, mobile
sand dunes, extensive
wetlands and even pockets
of karri are the essence of
D'Entrecasteaux National
Park. Essentially a wild
place, largely inaccessible
to two-wheel-drive
vehicles, the park offers
isolated beach campsites
and wild coastal vistas.

Above Point D'Entrecasteaux.
Phote — David Bettini

Facing page (top and bottom
backgrounds) Yeagarup Dune.
Centre left Mandalay Beach.
Photos — Cliff Winfield /CALM
Centre right Wildflowers.
Photo — David Bettini
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ix major streams and rivers,

including the Warren, Donnelly,

Gardner and Shannon rivers, flow
through 1Y Entrecasteaux National Park
and mto the Southern Ocean. High
sand dunes and limestone clitfs on the
coast give way to coastal heathlands
and a series of lakes and swamps further
inland. Due to high annual rainfall,
scattered pockets of karri grow in the
park. As well as Lake Jasper and Lake
Yeagarup, these include an area known
as the
wetlands behind  the coastal  dunes
Another outstanding feature is the
Yeagarup Dune, an umpressive mobile
dune 10 kilometres long.

The park’s different landforms have
given rise to a diversity of vegetation
types, including forests, grasslands,
heath and sedge flats. Stunted jarrah,
bullich, yate and peppermint trees form
low woodlands, in places where the
blasting from the prevailing southerly
winds is reduced or blocked. Heavy
swamps carry thickets of sword grass
and wattie, Some dunes are completely
bare; others have been colonised by

Blackwater—vast  areas  of

wattles, coastal spinifex, pigface and

native  rosemary.  12’Entrecasteaux
National Park is also home to the red

swamp banksia (B, ocdidentalis subsp.

formosa), which is only known to occur

i two places. Here, it grows in a
swamp near the tp of Black Point.
The basalt columns west of Black
Point, a popular fishing and surfing
spot, form one of the park’s most
stunning  landforms. This feature
originated from a volcanic lava flow,
some 135 million years ago. The
formation resulted from  the slow
cooling of a deep pool of lava, similar
to the development of mud cracks. In
the process of 1t cracking and
shrinking, columns  were formed
perpendicular to the surface. The result
was a close-packed series of hexagonal
columns, now slowly being eroded by

the sea.

Water bodies

As well as being one of Western
Australia’y largest inlets, Broke Inlet is
the only large estuary in the south-
west that has not been significantly

.
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Not all coastal access trachs are shown on this map.

which is available locally.

altered, either by developments dlong
it shores or within ats catchment area,
Lving at the park’s castern end, it is o
Large, shallow estuary, Tinked o che
aueean by a narrow channel that passes
throngl high rdges of windblown
sand  dunes. Sandy beaches along e
shores wre illtcl'\']‘cl‘\cd with low, I'n;'k\'
headlands of  gneiss. The  gneissic
basermnent projects ubove water level in

many places to torm numerous snnall

islands. The entire cacchment area of

this serene body of water is protecred

 the adjacent Shannon National Park

Lake Jasper. i the western part of

D Entrecasteaus. is the laruest freshwater
fake 1 the southern half of WA, Tt also
has cultural signibeance. Prehistoric
Aboriginal artefacts huve been tound on
the likes Hoon Archacologists from the
WA Musceun have tdenofied numerous
tree stnps. balga stumps and  stone
artetaces, at various depths up o seven

1d 10 metres in the deepest part of the
luke, showing that what 15 now a lake
wis once a woodland  inhabited by
Aboriginal people Wood samples were
wken, and revealed ages of between
3750 and 4000 years, The lake i

thought to have formied as a result of a

mobile sand dune blocking the path o

8 LG LT IS G B IR TS

P T Entrpoaotaanus Wirty

Harbour

f 'II‘."L"lhl'

If you are planning to visit the park, please refer to CALM's
brochure Going (o the coast in D'Entrecasteaux National Park

Remoteness and solitude
Ay
Broke

the only coastal arcas of this large park

Harbour, Salmon  Beach,

Inler and Mandalay Beach we

dccessible o convenrtional vehicles,
Four-wheel-drive tmacks lead wo other
coastal Ashing and  campmyg spots,
Many places, such as the mouth of the
Donnelly River, can be reached only
by small  boar Significant areas
ill.lk'(\'\\lhlt‘ Y& \L‘hiCIL'\ pt'ﬂ\idc Ihn\t‘
who are willing o hike with an
OPPOTIUNITY (G experience sechision

on a deserted beach, D'Entrecnstenux

MNutional Parle, then. offers qualities of

remoteness and solitide for visitors.
Jdratr Ievear muanageiment plan
was recently relesed tor D Enrresisteius

and Shimon nutonal parks,

O D Entrecasteaun
National Park
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park facts ;

Where is it? The park stretches for 130
km between Black Point east of Augusta
and Long Paint west of Walpole, wrth its
infand boundames lying 8 km from
Nartheliffe and 25 km from Pembertan,
approx\mately 350 ke south_of Perth
Total area 1 16',686 hectares,
What to do Camip at Lake Yeagarup and
walk on to the Yeagarup Dune in the
maoaciiight Fishhg'beachcombing
surfing, camping. bushwalkmg and
buating
Must see sites The D'Entrecasteaux
Drive and coastal cliffs walk al Point
D'Ertrecasteaux are the best way fo
appreciate both the rugged ceast, and
infand heaths and wetlands.
Naming The par & lakes its name from
Point D'Entrecasteaux. named bylt he
French Admiral Bruni h
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48 Bald Island getaway for Gilbert's potoroos

A holiday” for two crninically endangered potorooes provides new

information for scientists hoping to improve the status ot the species.

56 Discovering Walpole's spineless wonders

Local comnnmity members unite with scientists in an inspiring research
} =
pl'ojcct at W;Ilpolc.
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