




lack-cockaroos may not be as

widely known as kangaroos or

koalas, but they are as chrracterist ic of

the Austr. l l ian landscape as thesc

internationally-r'ecognised icons. Only

Austral ia, Nerv Guinea and nearby

parts of Indoncsia host any nltura)ly-

occurring black-cockaroos Austral i : t

has f ive species belongiug to the

subfani ly Calypcorltynchinrc: the

glossy, rhe red-tailcd, the yellorv-tailed

and two white tai led specics of black

cock r roo .  U r r l o r t t r n . r t c l y .  bo t J t ' pcc i cs

of white-rai led black-cockatoo, and

subspecic's or signif ic:Int populat iolrs of

the others, are now thrertened dLre to

tht dr.rrrr l t ic r 'h,tngcs wrouulrt  tu t l tr i r

habitats since Europeal sett letnent.

White-tailed cockatoos in WA
The two whitc-tailed species of

black-cockaroo resel l lble each other so

closely that thcy were' origiual ly

considered to be the sanle species.

Carnaby'.s cockrtoo (Cdlllttoltytthns

/dlrro-{t / i - t  and I3irudin\ cockatoo

(Calyptorhynhn larrdirr i i )  are both

endenric to lVesterD Austral ir .They are

dist inguishcd by thc size oftheir upper

bi l l .  kr.rurr lr  l  nt lndrblc. C.rrrr. tby '

cockatoo (previously knorvn as the

short-bi l led cockatoo) h:rs a nruch

shorcer and stouter upper bi l l  tharl

Baudini cockatoo (previously known

rs the long-bi l led cockatoo). The

distr ibution, behaviour and prelerred

foods ofthc two species are also qlr i tc

differenc.

Borh species arc'  norv declared'rare

or likcly to becorue extinct' unde'r'WA

legislation and rre listcd as endengered,

and the l)cpartmcllr  of Conscrvrt ion

and Lrnd Mrnagcment (CALM) hrs

esceblished recovery teiuns to oversce

col)scrvxtioll lnarlagenlc'nt t'br thcnr-

Carnaby's cock:rtoo is also listed as

endangered under Comtrronwealth

legislat ion, and any actions l ikely to

affect it lllust be rcferred to

the Conrnronweahh Minister for

Environrnent and Hcritage.

The ngoolalk
The range of Carnabyls cockatoo

stretches from the lower Murchison

River norrh of Geraldton on rhe wesr

coast, [o just east of Espcrance on rhe

south coast. Inlaird, i ts ral lge exteDds to

Coororv ( in the northc'rn Whearbelt),

Kcl lerberr in ( in the cenrral Whcatbelt)

and Lake Clonin, east of Hyden in the

south

Car:raby's cockitoo is .  large,

inpressive bird, rucasuring berrvcerr 53

and 58 cenrimetres long, rvi th a

rvinlppan of rboui l1( l  ceDtinetres.

The name given to i t  by the Nyoonear

pcopl,-t l rr  .rnorrrrtopouic r)qoohrk -

calllc fronr its distilcrive rv:tiling cry.

Since Eurcpean sctt lcnrerrt,  the sanle

cry crrned thc cockatoo thc local

narrre 'r 'ainbird'  (sonrct irrres also usec{

for other species), especial ly in rhe

Whcrtbelr whcrc i t  arr ives elch lvinrcr

rvith thc' rairry wcithcr ro breed. l ts

conternPorary cot) l |ron Danrc

rccos,rises thc letc Wesrerl1 Attsttalian

rrJt lrmli \ t .  Iv.rr l  C.rrt t .rhy. rvlro'e work ir l

thc 1931)s rncl I  9,10s helpc'd to

distin4rish bctrveen rhe rrvo rvhite-

tai led specics.

Prcvious page
Main Salmon gum woodlands provide
large hollows used as nesting sites for
Carnaby's cockatoos.
Photo - Marie Lochman
Inset Carnaby's cockatoo,
Photo Babs and Bett Wells/CALM

Top Baudin's cockatoo, also a
threatened species, is the only other
white-tailed black-cockatoo in the world.
Photo - Jiti Lochman

Left Carnaby's cockatoos often return to
the same nesting hollow year after year.
Photo - Sallyanne Cousans
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like many other species, it may not be

able to adapt enor.rgh to prevent long-

term extinct ion. Continuing changes

to i ts habitat wi l l  further reduce rrs

chances. Tbe large flocks that can still

bc secrr orr rhc (oJqir l  plarn rrr ly beJie

the endangered status of the cockatoo:

in parts of the Wheatbelt eyewitness

accounts of what has gone before

provide a glinrpse into a bleak future-

Farnrers commonly recal l  a sccne

within thcir l i fct ime of so many

cockatoos that they blackcncd thc sky

as thc'y flcw ovcr, brrt in tlrose same

locations today thcrc arc few or no

black-cockatoos.

Threats
Sc'vcral factors, primrrily related to

large-scale clearing for agriculture,

havc contr ibutcd to this decl ine. Much

of thc cockJtoo\ brcrd:rrg l t , tbi t .r t  io

WA's Whcatbclt  rcgion has been

cleared or fragnrented, and thc clcaring

of hcathland around breedilg sites has

redrrced the availabiliry of food (seeds

and insecr larvae of native vegetarion)

fol breeding birds ar)d youns. In nrany

woocllrncl renlnarl ts, a l lck of crrcrlypr

rcgcDL'ration ancl rhc cleterioration of

hol lows has f irrrhcr reduccd the

rvaihbi l i ry of suitrblc ncst si tcs.

On thc Swarr ( loastal Plain, original

food sources usecl by Carnlby's

cockatoos hlvc bccn largely repieced

by housinq clcvcloprrcrts and

irrtrocluccd pi lc pl lnrariorrs- The pinc

phntxt ions now consti tutc an

irnport lnt lbocl rcsourcc, brrt  nr;rnv of

thcn) hivc bccrr redrrccd signi l icrnt ly.

Crrnebyt cockaroo is:r lso r high)y-

prizecl cagc bircl thrt is rrrgctcd by

po.rclrcr..  dcf i tc rrrb.t , tr t i .r l  lcrt ,r l t ic '
for lenrovirg thcnr fronr r lrc wi ld.

Top left Flochs of Carnaby s cochatoos
were commonly seen in the Wheatbelt.
Photo - Babs and Bert Wells/CALM

Above left Land clearing tor urbanisation
continues to reduce habitat of the
Carnaby's cockatoo.
Photo - Marie Lochman

Left Carnaby's cockatoos mate for life.
Photo - Sallyanne Cousans
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Above Volunteers and CALM staff.
Photo - Eleanor Adams

Above ght The Carnaby s cockatoo has
an impressive wingspan of about 110
centtmetres.
Photo - John Lauri

Environmenti Natural Heritage Trust
Envirofund.

The landcare movement has given
rlse to revegetanon Programs
thloughout the Wheatbelt, and some
native plant species used by Carnabyt
cockatoos-particular\ wandoo and
salmon gums required lor nesting
hollows are readily available to
farmers and regularly grown as a result.
However, apart ftom some hakea and
banksia species, nost of the
proteaceous and other hard-fruited
species used by Carnabyt cockatoos
for food are not typically included.Ttre
higher cost of producing seedlings of
dryandra and grevillea species, rn
particular, makes them a prohibitive
choice for many farmers. Ways of
reducing the cost-and therefore
encouraging the inclusion
of more proteaceous species in
farm plantings-are currently being
investigated.

In 2004 and 2005, Birds Australia
received funding from theWA Minister
for the Environment's Communiry
Conservation grants to repair hollows
at key Wheatbelt breeding sites. More
than '165 hollows have so far becrr
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repaired or maintained by Birds
Ausrralia (WA) volunteers rhrough this
program. Monitoring of the first 90 of
the repaired hollows in 2004 revealed
that uptrke rrtes were highest in
hollows wirh a history of previous use.
followed by hollows located amidst
other active hollows.The lowest uptake
rates were observed at locations where
activity had been noted sporadically
but not investigated intensively. Tne
results have been very encouraging and
indicate this program is a time-,
resource- and cost-effective way to
increase the breeding potential of
Carnaby's cockatoos.

Cross-regional apploach
Carnaby's cockatoos occur across

five of the six Natural Resourcc
Management regions formed in the
State in the past few years. These
regions are represented by the
Northern Agricultural Catchment
Council (NACC), South West
Catchment Council (SWCC), Swan
Catchment Council (Swan), Avon
Catchment Council (Avon) and South
Coast Regional lnit iative Planning
Team (SCRIPT). To date, recovery
work by this prgect has focused on
sites in the 6rst two regions.

ln 2OO4, the project received
Commonwealth funding from the
Cross Regional Funding Program for a
three-year proJect acrcss a larger area.
This was done through NACC, as tne
lead region for the proposal, and with
the support of SWCC and SCRIPT. It
is hoped that both Avon and Swan will
be involved in recovery work for the

rpecies in their regions in the future.

The long-term viability of the

Carnaby's cockatoo is intricately linked

to the survival of the rwo different

types of habitat on which it relies:

eucalypt woodland and kwongan

heath, and both habitats are subject to
pressures of their own. This highly

mobile cockatoo also crosses regional,

shire, rural and city boundaries during

its annual life cycle. Creating and
intplenrenring conservJ!ion strategie\

that cross these boundaries, and involve

many rural and urban comrnunities,

wil l  continue to be chal lenging.

However, public interest and support

is high, and, despite the difliculties,

we are confident that thisWA icon can

continue to give pleasure to future

geneIatlons.

Leonie McMahon was project oificer
for the Carnaby's Black Cockatoo
Recovery Project until August 2005.
Details about the projeci can be
obtained through Birds Australia (WA)
on 9383 7749 or by email
(birdswa@iinet,net.au).

John Bl!.th is a Research Fellow at
CALM, based at the Wildlife Research
Centre atWoodvale, He chaired the
Carnaby's Black Cockatoo Recovery
Team until his retirement in July 2m5.
He can be contacted by email
(johnbl@alm.wa-govau).
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