


he eleglrt ,  lons neckcd bl:Lck
swan (C1,gaa.r,r l ldt l , t ,  f l rst notccl

by Er,rroperns oD W.'stern Austmlia's

Swan l{ iver iu 1697, is orrr Srerels bird

enrblcnr. E;Lch sun)r)rcr, Thonlsons

Lakc,just 31 ki lonretres sorrth rvcst of

Pertht Ctsl),  drics orrt ,  leavinq rts
juvcni le swans to scck water cisewhere.

Their desrinlciou is usurl ly the deeper

rr ld nlore pcrnlancDt rvaters of
Kogolup Llke, :rbout h:rlf--a-kilonretre

to the north

A vernrin-proof fetrcc th: l t

stlrrounds Thonsons Lrkc, howcvcr,

conplici tcs rhcir sccnrinsly short

nligration. Thc watcr-starved cygnets

can bcconre tr.pped insidc t i lc

boundary of the aence and, unlcss

hclpccl ro a release point on dle

rlorthern boundary, r isk death. In drc

carly sunrner of2004-{)5, of i icers fronl

the I)eprrtDlent of Conservarion and
Lrnd Manaserucnt (CALM) found

cy5;r'rets in just these dire circunrstances

on the perinleter of Thonrsons Leke

Nature Reservc.

Saving swans
To protcct thcse cygrets, CALM

produced . Cygnet Managene[t Plan

for Thornsons Llke Nature Reserve: rts

goJl to r. :du!c possiblr Je:rths irr

cygnets trappec{ by the vernrin-proof

fcnce. In thc nronitoring period

bctwcen lrte Novenber and larc

Deceruber 2{10.1, 103 cygners were

for.rnd l long the intcrnal lcncel ine.

CALM suff ushercd ilost of thesc

you[g swirns-less dran five rnonths

old to a temporarily opened rele:rse
gite, end they saGly rnade their own
rvay to Kogolup Lake. A snrall nurnber

of cygners were so exh.usted thar they

were crrried right to the water's cdge.
Tlresc cygners, often vcry yollnli ones,

would nlosr certainly have died had

thcy not been rescued.

Ironically, the vernlin-proof fence

surroLlr lding Thomsons Lake, which

blocks the young srvlns' sumrner
journcy, lvas constructed for their own
proleccion. Used i I1 conjunction with

CALMi lVcstern Shicld baicing
progr:rrt t .  which hl i  been r ' .rrr ird our i l

l h c  r r r i  \ r r cc  l 9 ' r J ,  t hc  f cncc  r

ncr(\\Jry lor rhc safcry oi r .rDy Jt ivc

birds, and ocher animal species in the

rescrve. The ongoing baicing progrant

has bccn highly successful, signific:rntly

reducing the nuruber of foxes fronr

rvithin rhe fcncc, and thcreby

incrcasing the successful breeding of

swar-6 jnd other waterbirds. However,

c,rr ' -both ferr l  .rrrd prowling donrrsric

one\ front nu.rrby rr. idert iss-

conrlrllre to c:Insc conccrn.

Previous page
Main A black swan with her cygnets.
Photo - Michael James/CALM
Inset Kogolup Lake, Thomsons Lake
Nature Reserve.
Photo - .Jiri Lochman

Above left Vermin-proof fence between
Thomsons and Kogolup lakes, at
Thomsons Lake Nature Reserve.
Photo - Marie Lochman

Left Black swans with cygnets.
Photo - Jiri Lochman
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