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he elegant, long-necked black
swan (Cygrus atratus), first noted
by Europecans on Western Australia’
Swan River i1 1697, is our Stace’s bird
emblem, summer, Thomsons

Lake, just 34 kilometres south-west of

Each

Perth’s CBD, dries out, leaving its
Juvenile swans to seck water elsewhere.
Their destination 1s usually the deeper
and more permanent waters of
Kogolup Lake, about half-a-kilometre
to the north.

A vermin-proof fence  that
surrounds Thomsons Lake, however,
complicates their seemingly short

nugration, The water-starved cygnets
trapped
boundary of the fence and, unless

can become inside  the
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® Thomsons Lake
Nature Reserve

helped to a release point on the
northern boundary, risk death. In the
early summer of 2004-05, ofticers from
the Department of Conservation and
Land Management (CALM) found
cygnets in just these dire circumstances
on the perimeter of Thomsons Lake
Nature Reserve.

Saving swans

To protect these cygnets, CALM
produced a Cygnet Management Plan
for Thomsens Lake Nature Reserve: its
goal to reduce possible deaths in
cyenets trapped by the vermin-proof
monitoring  period
late November and late

fence. In the
between
December 2004, 103 cygnets were
found along the internal fenceline.
CALM saaff ushered most of these
young swans—less than five months
old—to a temporarily opened release
gate, and they safely made their own
way to Kogolup Lake. A small number
of cygnets were so exhausted that they
were carried right to the water’s edge.
These cygnets, often very young ones,
would most certainly have died had
they not been rescued.

Ironically, the vermin-proof fence
surrounding Thomsons Lake, which
blocks the young swans’ summer
journey, was constructed tor their own
protection. Used in conjunction with
CALM’s  Western  Shield  baiting
program, which has been carried out in
since 1993, the fence is
necessary for the safety of many native
birds, and other animal species in the
reserve. The ongoing baiting program
has been highly successful, significantly
reducing the number of foxes from
thereby
increasing the successful breeding of

the area

within  the fence, and
swans and other waterbirds. However,
cats—both feral and prowling domestic
nearby
continue to cause concern.

ones from residences—

Previous page

Main A black swan with her cygnets.
Photo — Michael fames/CALM

Inset Kogolup Lake, Themsons Lake
Nature Reserve.

Photo — Jiri Lochman

Above left Vermin-proof fence between
Thomsons and Kogolup lakes, at
Thomsons Lake Nature Reserve.
Photo — Marie Lochman

Left Black swans with cygnets.
Phato — Jiri Lochman




Right Thomsons Lake
Priote « Dennis and fay Sarson
Lochman Transparencies

Below right A black swan and cygnets at
Beeliar Regional Park,
Phote — Michael James/CALM

Not just swans

It 18 not just the graceful black
swans, icome ol the Swan [l
foreshores and urban Likes in Perth,
that use the Takes of Beeliar [Regiongl
Park tor habiter, refuge and bweeding
stes, Thomsons Luke 5w highly
signiticant wetlind habitie, sepporong
more thany 1,000 searerbirds across 64
species, The reserves proximity to
urhan  arens mepns it also provides
FCCLEailon  DPROrtunices  for - oty
dwellers secking some solionde in o
racunl sereing

Untortunately, the close Ry
ol Thomsons Lake o rapidly SrowWInge
urban developments has impaceed on
the fuke and i inhabitane, The
wediand ccoswstem, 1ts surrounnds and
water regnnes atieeting the  reserve
require cwetul monitoring by CALM
and other State government agencies
as well s the support of the Toeal
community who can enjoy the naure
dppreciation opportinities provided by
the reserve

[he abilicy of Thomsons Lake o
support waterbird populitions relies on
the presence wond quulite of the water,
When tull. the open water of dhie like
covers some 150 hectres Despice this
winter vastness, Thomsons Luke had
essentilly dricd out by lice December
2004, and the cvaners were forced o
look for more water In addivon o
long-term climane conditions, which
have become incrensingly dry since the
[0 modified Tind use within the
catchimene, waeer usage and dratnage
h\l\ s \]L'R'I'L‘.I\k‘\[ grumul\\:ltul ]L‘\L‘]\ “\H

uf these things luve signiticant TIPS

upon the tragile wetlind coosystem of

homsons Luke Nature Reserve,

Fhe cyiner rescue eftort mav be
necded again this summen 1 this is the
case, CALN st and  community
volunteers will be busy patrolling the
reserve's fencelines i the lead-up o

Chirisons,

CALM management plans, such s
the one tor Thomsons Lake Nature
Reserve, guide CALM personnel and
the community m helping to conserve
twcihtate  the

native animals, Thes

conunual moentoring and honing of

matigement pracaces and commumy
CALMS

conservation, it successtul partnerships

invalvement, churter  of
with the communite and the measures
brought abour by these wall hopetully
help these wons of our Stte—oeven 1
therr "ugly duckhing” orm——to develop

into besueitul sweans

J Thomsons Lake is the largest lake in

| the eastern chain of wetlands in
Beeliar Regional Park, The Thomsens
Lake Nature Reserve is ab51-hectare,
Class A reserve It iz a significant
representation of the wetlands that
were once widespread across the
Swan Coastal Plain It is also an
Cinternationally important walerbied
habitat, and was officially receanised
as such in 1990. when it, together
with Forrestdale Lake. was added to
the List ot Wetlands of Internationat
Importance under the Ramsar
Convention

Joanna Moore is & final-year
Frofessional Weiting and Presentation
student at Curtin University of
Technology, She really enjoyed her
work placement experience at
LANDSCOPE  whete she could
creatively bring toge[llwer her lave of
writing with her appreciation ancd
concern far the preservation of the
natural environment,
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48 Bald Island getaway for Gilbert's potoroos

A holiday” for two crninically endangered potorooes provides new

information for scientists hoping to improve the status ot the species.

56 Discovering Walpole's spineless wonders

Local comnnmity members unite with scientists in an inspiring research
} =
pl'ojcct at W;Ilpolc.
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