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Wongan cactus

The genus Daviesia includes
135 species and subspecies, all
of which occur only in Australia.
Maore than 70 per cent of these
are endemic to the south-west of
Western Australia. They are
short-lived shrubs, which typically
set a lot of seed in a relatively
short time. This seed persists in
the soil for many years, and
germinates in response to
disturbance such as fire.

Wongan cactus ( Daviesia
euphorbioides) is a striking plant,
with abundant, colourful flowers
from June to July. Its cylindrical
pithy branches and scattered,
spiny ‘leaves’ give rise 10 its
common name. The grey-blue
pranches of the Wongan cactus
grow to 80 centimetres in height.
The orange-yellow and deep red
flowers cluster together along the
stems.

Wongan cactus occurs from
Wongan Hills to the Dowerin-
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Goomalling area. There has been
broadscale vegetation clearing for
agriculture over the whole of its
range, with only six per cent of
vegetation remaining in the three
shires in which this species
occurs. Only some of this
remnant vegetation is suitable
habitat for Wongan cactus, which
occurs on sandplains, in heath
dominated by sheoak
(Allocasuarina campestris) and
sandplain cypress (Actinostrobus
arenarius). There has been a
reduction in the occurrence of
fire associated with the settling
of this area for agriculture, and
this has reduced the ability of
Wongan cactus to regenerate
from seed.

The species is known from
107 mature individuals in 14
populations. Fifty-six plants cccur
in a single population on a nature
reserve managed by the
Department of Conservation and
Land Management {CALM), but
the remaining 51 occur in 13

different populations, mainly
located on narrow road and rail
reserves. These narrow reserves
are typically highly degraded, and
plants are vulnerable to road and
rail maintenance, and weeds.
Because of the low number of
plants and severe ongoing
threats, Wongan cactus is ranked
as critically endangered.

An interim recovery plan has
been prepared for this species,
and the Merredin District
Threatened Flora Recovery Team
is coordinating actions that
address threats to the survival of
the species. The Natural Heritage
Trust has provided funds to
undertake recovery actions,
including attempts to stimulate
germination, and translocation of
plants into a nature reserve,
ensuring security of land tenure
and support for good land
management.

Photos by Steve Hopper

LANDSCOPE 9



44 Microcosm in the ocean meadows

Seagrass meadows contain an amazing array of life forms, from
microscopic plants and animals to rock lobsters and marine turtles.

50 Rockingham Lakes Regional Park

‘With some unusual residents, this regional park provides an urban sanctuary.

58 Cockatoos in crisis

A program aiming to protect WA's black-cockatoas is Caring for
Cockatoos

Regulars

Endangered

Wongan cactus

30  lFeature park
Walyunga Nadonal Park

39  Bookmarks

The Colours of Western Australia
Coral Reefs — Nasure’s Wonders

Western Australian Exploration

62 Urban antics
Osprey

Publishing credits

Executive editor Caris Bailey

Editors Rhianna King, David Gough
Contributing editor Carclyn [ homson-Dans.
Scientific /technical advice

Keith Morris, Chris Simpson, Robert
Powell, Bruce Maslin, Michaz| BEodsworth,
Wal English

Design and production Maria Duthie,
Natalie Jolakoski, Tiffany Taylor,

Gooitzen van der Meer.

llustration Gooitzen van der Meer
Cartography Promaco Geodraft.
Marketing Estelle de San Miguel

Phone (08) 9334 0296 Fax (08) 0334 0432.
Subscription enquiries

Phone {0B) 9334 0481 or (08) 9334 0437,
Prepress and printing |.armb Print,
Westarn Australia

© ISSN 0815-4465

All material copyright. Na part of the contents
of the publication may be reproduced
without the consent of the publishers.

Please do not send unsclicited material,
but feel free to contact the editors,

Visit NatureBase at www naturebase. net

Published by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management,
17 Dick Perry Avenue, Kensington,
Western Australia

_kp.'lﬂ-:,,,} @
E.F e.. DEFARTHEMNT OF
= = Conservation
i e AR LM A A TR BT
Fo Eﬂ- 1ol i P Dot atinid ol ol
(LT Consarving the nature of WA

LANDSCOPE 5



