
oise eoast





estcrn Ausrralia's central west

coast is onc ofthe nlost diverse

wildflower areas in thc world, with

nore than 2600 species of flowering

plants-an arnazing 30 per cent of the

species found in the south-west. The

low kwongan (a Nyoongar word

neaning sandy country with open,

scrubby vegetation) heathland bursts

into flower in late wiDter and spring,

with perennial herbs and shrubs such as

acacias, grevi l leas, botdebrushes,

smokebushes, peas, coreflowen,

starfl owers, leschenaultias, featherfl owers

and orchids.

Many plants grow only in the alea,

and sonte, such as Lesuer.rr hakea

(Hakea megalosperna), Mount Lesueur

grevillea (Crcr'illea batraclioidar) and star

orchid (Thelymitrc lrel lata\,  are

threatened. It is likely that seveml morc

species will be declared rare, as rnore

than 50 species found in this area are

on the Department of Conservation

and Land Managemcnti (CALM\)

Prioriry List for further survey to assess

their need ficr declaration.

Orchids are abundant and incLrde

the spectacular northern Queen of

Sheba (Thelymitra ralie.qard), Cleopatmt

needles (Thelynitra apiculata) and

Arrowsnrith spidcr orchid (Cnladcnia

rrclra). l\ed beaks (Pyrorchis nigricans)
and several species oflarge leek orchids
flower profusely after fire. Other
beautiful spider orchids, donkey
orchids, blue orchids and tiny, delicate
midge, mignonette and shell orchids
are contnon.

Although colourful flowers are
most prolific in spring, the kwongan
contains flowering plants and other
features of interest all year round.
WA Christnas trees (Nuyxia -floribtnda),
woody pear trees (Xyloneltnr
angustifolimr) and nrany eucalypts and
banksias flower at the height of
sumnrer. The small white flowers of
quandong (Santalun aaniratunt) arc
followed by bright red round fruits on
pendulous stalks in summer.The edible

Previous page
Main Window Rock in the Turquoise
Coast area.

Above A locaf jewel beetle on a Kunzea
specres.

Below A western grey kangaroo on the
grasstree-studded slopes of Lesueur
National Park,
Photos - Ann Storrie

fruits are a favourite food for emus,
wh ich  p lay  rn  in rpor tanr  ro le  in
spreading the seeds.

Nearly all plants of the kwongan
have special adaptations that enable
them to survive in the ancient, infertile
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llrcrklrr'lv courrtr-v is firrrncd r."fien

rhc sof- icr sidcs of r l :r tc: i tc-toppccl hi l l

t ' r 'odc el 'et.Thc rcrrrnlnt l l tcl i tc brctks
lrvlv f l tr t l  rhc cclgc irr chtrrrks lnt l  rol ls

dou,n thc hi l1, f i rrnring r scrcc. or '

bouldcr, slopc Thc lclcl iciol l l  * 'atcr

rurt-olF l iont thc rocks el lorvs s)ightlv

r:r l lcr slrrubs to qrorv hcrc. Ml v

brclkl* ' lvs or,cr look thc lol
r,r trcl t t l l t i r tq pluirts oi this rcqiorr.  encl
p:ovit le goorl cor,cr t i rr  rrr:rnv lcpt i lcs

end  s r r l r l l  nu r rn r . r l s .  i r r c l l r d i ng

cchiclrr.rs.

Thc rotrgh l inrcstolc cotr lo'y of

thc Turclrroisc Oolst hrs produccd

rtt lnv srrbtcrrrnt ' l rr  clvcrns. Meny ;rt '
dccp, chngt'rous r() ncqoti:rtc iulcl holcl

dcl ic:rtc c;rvc lbrrrrr iors. Hcncc, thev

lrc closccl to thc pubi ic. Thc Stocky;rrd

Cully Trrnncl is I  spcctacular clvc dter

c:t tr  bc :tcqocircccl rvi th cerc. An

cxccl lent l , :r lk, erourrd ;rnd thlough thc
r t r t t t ' e l ,  l t , r .  I t cu r t  i . , r r . t r L r ,  r e , l  l , , r
visi tors. Ar lclst iour spr'ci t 's of b:rts

Top left  Wandoo at Coomal o Nature
Reserve.

Centre left Abundant melaleuca
blossorns at Beekeepers Nature Reserve.

Left Stockyard Gully Tunnel is an
accessible cave.
Photos - Ann Stor e

Above Firewood banksia (Banksla
menziesii).
Photo - Sue Morrison
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To obteirr rhe nrost swccping vie\vs

of this lr t l ,  cl inrb Mor.rnt Lcsucur'  ()n

r clelr clly, yolr c:U) scc \\'cst to lhc

oceen rvlr i lc surrountl t ' t l  by thc hi l)s

ancl val lcvs thrt nl i lkc up thc rnir)v

clit'Iercrrt veqetltion systcnts of Lestrcur-

Nltion;rl l);rrk-

Underwater wonders
Thc coast bcnvccn Wcdgc Isllnd

(rortlr of Lllcclir) lltl (lrce'r Hclcl
(nort lr  oiJrr l i t 'n) rvrs dcclercd l  nrlr ine

p:r lk i l  August 2lX)3 (scc 'Vision

Spenclicl', Li I\DSCOPL-, Spring 2{){)3).

The Jur ien l3ly Mlr inc l) lr* surrounds

rucrt lorvs. irr t t l  rockv:lnd s.rncly shorcs.

Jrrricn l3rv Mrrinc l)erk lr:rs bccn

clcscribcci ls ir tcrDpcrrtc vcrsioD of

Niug.rloo ll.ccf-. Ics extensivc liurcstorc

rt'efi conrain brelthtlking clves. rr'llls

:rrcl  ovcrhlnqs. Clolou ir l  scclcrrrar,v

irrve:tcbretes such :rs sponges, h:rrc{ rnd

sofi corels. lrvdroids, brvozoens :rrrd sc:r

sqr,rilts clcnscl,v covcr_ drc lirrrcstonc rvalls

, r r r . l  1 ' r ' o r  i , l u  f o . r J  . r oJ  rh . l t c l  l o r

thouands of nrobi lc invcrrcbrlrcs such

ls banclccl corl l  shrir lp (Stlr ioprr-r

,lrlyridrr-r), crebs, corvrics. ur.rdibrenchs, sce

stlrs and urchins. Wcstcrn rock lobslcr!

or crlvilsh (Prtrrililr-r rllqart-r) clorvcl

Spccics f lorrr rvlrrr,  oopical

lror'lhcrn Nrtcls rnd dtosc ntor-,: cyPic:tl

of cool. tcnrpcr:rrc \\'ltcrs ()a thc s()r.ltlr

ovcrlrp ir  thc park's biological ly

divcrst '  rnlr inc t 'nvironnrcnts, e:rcl thc

rvalcn lrc rclat ivcly prist inc. l) ivcrs can

nrlrvcl rrr thc plcsencc of tropicl l  frsh

such ls rcd t ircfrslr ( I) t tnrrs r, , ,1/t ,rrr-r) errd

Mil lcr ls clanrsclf ish (Pon,tcunus ni l l t t  I
l iv ing siclc by siclc rvi th lcr)rpcl l !c
.,vrtcr herlccpin fish (Otlro-. dlrtrr) :rncl
'rvcstcnr scrlvf ir  (Patnn oai lutal is).

Tropicrl s:rbrctoor)r blcrrnics (,4.,pr r/or r tr r-s

d us u n i  tr l  ancl bluc-str ipccl clrdirr:r l f i  slr
(,4yrtrr.1orr ryrlrrrr-rrrrrra) .n! rt d1c rnos!

soLrthcl ly l inr i ts of r lrci l  cl istr ibution,

rvhi lc Jr.rr icn lhv M:rr inc Pirrk is at thc

nor' !hcrr lnlost l i r1rirs of chc r lr1gc' of

tcnrperatc spcclcs such rs quL'c11

srt lppc'r (Ncarar/art), /r iJ '  I , ! l fu'r t . i { ' , t Ir .-{ i) ,

nroonlishrers ( .lil,'dorr -v.r-/asri ltrrrrr) :rnd

Kirrg ()corgc rvhit ing (.Sl i i , iqi  rrodcr

l t t t t t t l r t l rrs).

Primary producers
l locky rccl--s nreke up around 33

1'rcl cclt  of thc Dlrr ir)c plrk. As \\ ,cl l  as

rhc colourful i r)vcrccLrntcs lrd f lsh l i fc

Left lur ien Bay Marine Park is packed
with spectacular marine l i fe.

Below The beauti ful Spanish dancer,
one of the larger nudibranchs, swims by
undulat ing i ts mantle.
Photos - Ann Storr ie

ntatty ofl-ihorc isllncls lnci protccts bcnelrh crcvicr's encl overhlngr, rvrvrng
l ir lestonc rccf is, hqoorrs, sc.tquss thcir long lntcnnic to clctcct cl ingcr.
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Jrro tr iiLIl]!!u':llr(l :rrrrl6 ,{r51 tr.trrnf
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':r:t rtrp (spcr,nr:rs) :tlil:3o socl,{r,{rrrnr

Jo LF,Aola- Jrlt .lo,l lurllrissJ .lr s. Jl':J:.Ms
prlos rrJrl]'sJa.r aqt rro :rlrii:riiuot ltql

auols uuv - olotld
'uoBerpeas uoLuLuoC lqtu /r o|eg

uostJJow ans oloLld
'sse.rFeos

pue aeBle ]sFuoule paal ol eF]auta
sro]sqol lcol uralsaM ']qBtu lV lqFlu



Exceptional maline life
Bizarre and fascinating sca crcatures

found in the Jurien Bay Marine Park
include weedy scadragons (Phylloptcryx
taeniolans) and leafy scadrrgons
(Plrycodwns c4aes), which shelter in the
beds of kelp and sca€lmss. These
anrazing plankton-eating fish arc
canrouflaged so perfectly anong thc
waving fronds that they can disappear
within the blink of rn eye. l)ivcrs
tempted to hold the dragons and take
then ro rhe surface to show fellow
divers and snorkellers could rupturc
their delicatc swinr bladders. Ifyou are
lucky enough to find a dragon ancl
cannot attract yolrr buddies to it, savour
the experience all for yourself.

lfyou dive anywherc within Juricn
Bay, don't be surprised ifyou are being
watched. Lying in the seagmss or on the
sand just behind you rray bc an
Australian sea-lion. These curiotrs
mamnrals delight in watching and
playing with divers. Divers rnay be
startled by a huge dark shadow
zooming past, just metrcs in front of
them. Sca-lions usually corne back fol a
second look, and will often play irt your
bubbles and follow you arcund lor part
of the dive. Ausnaliln sea-lions tirc
rarest sea-lions in the rvorld-are given
special protection under WAi Wildlife
Conservation Act. Although sea-lions
rarely show aggrcssion Lrnderwatcr,
people have been bitten. If approached
in the water, the Act states thrt you
lrrust nraintain a distancc ofat least 10
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metres fronr the animal. Dont try to

follow or touch and never attenpt to

feed them. If  a sea-l ion beconrcr

.rggrcssive. i t  rs bcst to lerve the water

Above Austral ian pel ican near Mil l igan
lsland.
Photo - Ann Storrie

Below Variety of red algae and a yellow
sea slar \Fromia polypota).
Photo - Sue Morrison

Park management
To protect this important marine

environment, CALM has implementcd

a 10-year lnanagement plan developed

by a comnrunity-based committee.

T l r i '  i r c l udes  se t t i ng  up  a rcas  f o r

scienti f ic nronitoring of 6sh stocks and

puemlus (the tiny, post-larval stage of

the rock lobster), high-protection uniquc rrrrrrnc envrronrncnts and

sanctuary zones, general pl lrpose areas ensure sustainabi l i ty ofour f ishcrics. I t

and aquaculturc. l{ecreational and wil l  depend largely on cooperation .nd

comrnercial fishing of fish species, participation from locel conrnlunrtrcs

abalone and rock lobsters are being and visi tors. Managenrenc of the

nonitored, along with ecotourisrn lnarine park can be uDdertakeD ir l

act ivi t ies. Public education and paral lel with thc adjaccnt land-based
participation activities, school progranls DatioDal parks of the Turquoise Coast,

and research prcgrams arc well under whcrc rcscrrch and ecotourism play a

way. big part in cducation rnd l tenenl
Effect ivc managenrent of Jurien appreciat ion of our wonderful

Bay Marine Park is vital to preserve its landscape, wildflowers and wildlife.

Ann Storr e, a freelance writer and photographer,
has coauthored the CALM boaks fhe Matine Li[e of
Ningalao lvlatine Park and Cotal Bay, Wonders af
Wesleh Waterc and Berealh 8{-/sse/fo, Jelly. She is
a regular contr ibutor to IANDSCOPE and can be
contacted on (08) 9385 9355.

A forthcoming book, fheTutquoise Coasf, wr tten
and photographed by Sue f/orr ison, Ann Storr ie and
Peter l lorr ison, wi l l  be published by CALM in the
near future as a guide to the wildf lowers, wi dl i fe,
history, towns, sighis and lndustry ot this area.
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