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here rre 131 burterfly species and
subspecies recordcd fronr Western

Australia, 5l of which belong to a
fanrily known collectively as the
lycaenids or 'blues'. Thcy arc so-narned
because, in nrany species, the upper
surface of the wings is a rncrallic bluc
or purple colour. \ lVirlr in thc lycacnid
farnily are the 'azures', a group of
'pectrcrrlrr blue :rrrd pr.rrplc brrttrrf lres
endenlic to Australia. Sevcn species of
these arc found in WA.

South western Austral ia has
relatively lcw buttcrfly species, and
r r rany  o f  chc r t t  . t r e  r r r r . r l l .  so rub rc  r r r

colour or restr icted in distr ibutiorr.
Howcvrr, scvcrlJ burtcrf l ius fourrd irr

this rcgion are of srear scienti f ic

intere.t.Tlre rrrd brorrzc rzrrre (O.qyrir

sublurestris pctrirra) is one such species.

This species was discovcrcd by
Professor Alan Grlhant in i9u2 ne:rr
Lake l)ouglas, where i t  occurred in ;r
very restricted arer of nrixed rnallcc

woodland, l2 ki lon)ctres south-west of
Kalgoorlie.

At 6rst, thc buttcrfly was thought to
be an unusual forr l  of the widespread
large bronzc azurc (O1yrr-r i/rrrt,) but,

beforc long, Ahn and others real iscd

thar this was a new spccies. However,
thc insect was not described and

off i . ial ly n.rrrred unLil  19o9. l) trr ing rhc
pro, esi of rrrrrrrg thir rrcw specie..

rrrurcunr col lcct ionr arourrd thc world

were selrched to deterluine if any
other spccinrens had been col lected

before. Only or)e wflr folrnd. in thu
lJritish Museum of Natural History.
This had been col lected byW Subiaco

and was label led 'S.W. Austral ia,

Kalgoorl ie Distr ict,  23 October I9l 1'
This denronstrated that the butterfly

h.rd beert presenr rrr thc rrer for nrore
than 80 years.

The scierrtific name given to the

btrttcrfly w.r' O11'ris sultttrrt,tris pctrina.

Thc gellus Og),r-i-s contains all thc
azures, and thc specif ic nal l le
\ btcftcstrk alludes to rhe fact that thc
inrmature staees (crtcrpi l lars arld
pupae) spend al l  their t ime rrnder the
grorrrrd. Thr subspecif ic nlrnc /rctr irro
merns 'small  rock',  on which thc
fenralc butterflics often choose ro lay
their cggs. Thr orher srrb.pecic' .  O.O ris

s r rb t t r ns t r i s  snb t cn rs r r i s ,  i s  l ou r rd  i l
sorr lh-c.rstcrn and sorrtherl  Arrrtr.r l i . r ,
whcrc it is currently known from four
locarions. The sr.rbspecies pctrirrn is very

disti:rct, and is known only frorr L:rke
I)ouglas near Kalqoorlie.

Sugary associates
An inrcrestins feature of lycaenid

butrerflics is that the immature stages of
rnany species have a close lssociarion,
or synrbiot ic rclat ionship, with anrs.
Both the ants and the butterflies dcrive
benefit fron the arrangelrent. The
butterfly larvae arc protected by the

ants, which ward offparasit ic wasps and
potential predators such as spiders.The
ants arc rcwarded witb sugary ncctar,
p roduced  by  a  spec ia l i s cd 'nec ta ry

organ'or 'honey glald'on rhe back of
tl'te larva. The degree of larvae-rnt

associrt ion varies considerably bctween
differenr species. Sonre lycacnid
butterf ly Jarvac have only l inr i ted ant
: t c t e r t . l l r r .  e ,  wh r l t  l o r  o rhe rs  r t  i .
ex t r c rne .  f l r r .  i s , u r r , r i r r l y  r he  r l r c  l o r
thc rzurc buttcflies of WA, rvhcrc the
species have developcd differing levels
ofant dependcncc.

The seven species ofazurc butterdy
irt  WA rre: tJre sarin .rzrrre (Oqyris

d/t.rrylia), \ilky rzure (Qgyri oroctcr),
northenl purple azure (O.qyri-r :oslrc),
southcrn purplc azurc (Og;,rrs.g1xpu"rn;,

snrall bronze lzure (Oryri.s otarrc-s), large

Previous page
Maln A female arid bronze azure on the
trunk of a mallee tree close to the
entrance to a sugar ant nest.

Above Sugar ants drinking.
Photo -.Jiri Lochman

Left Known habitat of the arid bronze
azure, near Lake Douglas, Kalgoorlie.
Photo - Andrew W iams//CALM
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