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Above The Swan River flows through
Walyunga National Park.
Photo - David Bettini
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Far right Bushwalkers on the Syds
Rapids walktrail.
Photo - Jay Sarson/Lochman
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ess tbiln in hour\ drive north-east
of Perth, jtrsr behind the Darline
Scarp, awaits the bushland of

Walyunsa National Park. Thc rrearly
1lJ(X)-hcctatc park covers both sides of
r steep valley chrough rvhich the Srvan
I{iver' florvs, just lfter irs forrlation
lrorl the corrvergence of the Avon and
Brockrnan rivcrs.

The r ivcr f lorv, dorvrr r lrr  vr l lcy -

as calnr pools dnring strmmer end

ro r ' r  u r t t i r l  r . r p i d .  du r i r t g  r v i n t c r

DrakiDs a dccp dissection th:rt  creates
picturcsque landfornrs throushout

Walyunsa Nation:ll Park. (ircy granite

and darker doleri tc can be seen r long
these val ley sides, rvhi le red latcri te tops

the hi l ls.

Thc rrrtural values of thc park are
pirt icuhrly obvious in spriDg, whclr
deliehtful and abundrnt wildflorvers
blossonr from dre rnosaic of eranitc
ourcrops, lvoodlands and hearhs.
At lc:rst l2 orchid species can be
found rvithin dre park and extensivc
heath cornnrunit ies are part iculrr ly
rvell developcd along the scarp edee.

A significant cultural site
lfrlyunga Nationa) Park concarns

the l:rr!!est klown Aboriginal lterirage
site rvithin f l()  ki lonletrcs of Perth.Tnrs
former canrpsitc ancl tool-nraking ar'ea
by thc side of Walyunga Pool is rn
iDrportrnt bistoricr l  si te at ld reta| ls
signif i  cant Indigenorrs culcr.rral hc'r i tage
vlJue, par ticularly ilrlportant becalusc'
r l1ost othcr such sites near drc city have
been ciestroyecl by ur-ban lnd inclustrill
devcloprrrent.

I t  is esrimrted that the alea has bccn
occupied internri t tcDtiy for nrorc than
6(XX) years; used is I  coDrrDolr qrouDd

by several Aboriginal groups lor
nleetiDqs, sctt l ins dispures, ini t i i t ions

tnd cererno:rics, and as a tr;ril thrcuglt
thc L)arling Scnp. Here, plant food lvas
lburrclant, tool-nrakinq srrppl ics rvere
lccessible and thc llearby watcr broughr
game suclr as grey kangilroos (lturlerup)

and qoannas (karrde). l)espite Eulopean
serdclner)t along rhc Srvarr l\iver fror
11129, i t  is est irnated cb;rt  Aboriginal use
of thc campsite and rvorkshop arca
contiDucd unri l  the lxtc l l . i (X)s.
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