with delight

by Brent Barrett

he lack of photographs of the
western ground  parrot has
alwavs hampered efforts to raise public
awareness of this elusive, crineally
cndangered bird, and o understand
the plumage ditference berween  the
castern and western subspecies. On 3
October 2005 tns all changed
Following twoe years of mtensive
“The

ground

research (see
the WCRICT I
LANDSCO PR

vround

parrot’,
2003). the

TUCOVETY

Spring
western parrot
projects knowledge curve was rising
exponentially,. We  had collared  and

anmalysed  the entoire call repertoire

of this subpopulation: retrieved more
than 80 western ground parror feathers
various  abandoned

from nests

belonging to other siall birds; and

seeret hife of

made the first recordings of three new,

previouslv-unknown  calls. Two ot

these calls related directly to a nesting
event; one was an adule calling a chick.
and the other was made by the chick
responding to the adul

Despite these grear advances.
last field scason was drawing to a close
and 1 was beginning to pack down our
ficld-based operanions for the last tme.
fecling disheartened by the fact that we
had not actually located a western
ground parrot nese. Then it happened.

After two vears of workimg on
this species. | took the first-ever
photographs of @ wild adule - tull
plumage, bathed 1n o mdune glow
emigged  from s teathers under the
afternoon sun. Threugh the lens of my
camera, ] observed the bird calling m &l
its emotive splendour. There Towas,
looking a gift bird in the beak. so o
speak, and chicking away, frame after
frame. The bird moved through the
vegetation with such astonishing speed
and case 1t was often mstanty lose and
would then appear in a completely
ditferent location. The event was the

Above and left The first-ever photographs
of an adult western ground parrot in the
wild.

Photos — Brent Barrett

culmination of two menths of hard
work and unwavering dedication from
my e The bird was photographed
m an area known o have produced at
least one chick i the recent breeding
season. oo bizarre owise 1 s quute
possible that it was the parent of the
chick that lasc vear became the Arst
wild  unrestrmmed  western ground
parrot ever to be photegraphed.

The entire experience lasted  for
an hour, and was a porgnant send oft’
to a team that had been rising every
morning at .20 am to a freezing cold
and often soaking start te the day—mn
AMAzing moment L cOmmenore my

tmie wich the project.

Brent Barrett
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teader of the
Department of
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Seagrass meadows contain an amazing array of life forms, from
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‘With some unusual residents, this regional park provides an urban sanctuary.
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A program aiming to protect WA's black-cockatoas is Caring for
Cockatoos
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