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ne of the most striking visual
features of Cape Peron, in

Rockingham Lakes Regional Park, rs
the array of vivid greens dispersed
among the dense vegetation. Coupled
with the almost ethereal presence of
the capet rugged limestone clifs, thrs
array of colour provides a captivating
scene for the area's many visitors.
Peaceful, idyllic and picturesque, Cape
Peron provides a space for an often
much-needed escape from the bustle of
city liG.

Cape Peron, or Point Peron as the
locals more affectionately know it, is
part of the Rockingham Lakes
Regional Park, one of eight regional
parks in and around the Perth
metropolitan area. The park was
established rn 7997 and is managed
by the Department of Conservation
and Land Management (CALM) in

, I .iiff|qi

collaboration with the Rockingham
Lakes Community Advisory Comn.rittee
and the Ciry of Rockingham. Located
just 39 kilometres south of the central
business district, and occupying 16 per
cent of the entire area of the City of
Rockingham, the park is part of a
network of environmentally significant
lands, including coastal, wetland and
woodland ecosystems.

Left Coast boneftuil lThrelkeldia diffusa).
Photo - Michael .James/CALM

The parkt 4270 hectares cover the
areas of Cape Peron, lakes Richmond,
Cooloongup and Walyungup, Lark and
Tamworth hills and the Port Kennedy
Sciendfic Park, as well as the Paganoni,
Anstey and Tamworth Hill swamps.
Located in an area undergoing rapid
urban development, the park houses
internationally and regionally significant
reserves, featuring two threatened
ecological communities, and provides
opportunities for recreation, as well as
educational and scientific research.

Conservation signifi cance
Rockingham Lakes Regional Park

is located on the Quindalup Dune
System. Part of this system is the
Rockingham-Becher Plain, a globally
unique land formation that reprcsents
the evolving coastal environment ofthe
region.The plain! vegetation exhibits a
clear sequence from west to east ftom
coastal shrubland to permanent and
temporary wetlands and into the

Quindalup woodlands. which contain
abundant tuart,jarrah and marri trees.

The area is regarded as having
'outstanding significance', due to its
extensive coastal ridge (dune) patterns.
The Rockingham-Becher Plain has
evolved over the Holocene period
(10,000 years ago to present) and is one
of the world's best exarnples of
consistently developed beach ridge
plain.The dune patterns give scientiscs

Previous page
Maln Lake Walyungup.
Photo - Michael James/CALM
Insets from left The sedgelands that
surround Lake Richmond are a crit ically
endangered community.
Thrombolites in Lake Richmond.
Photos - Val English/CALM
Enjoying the water at Rockingham Lakes
Regional Park.
Photo - Michael James//CALM
An oblong tortoise sunbathing.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

Left View across native coastal groundsel
(Senecio sp.) at Point Peron to
Shoalwater lslands Marine Park,
Photo - .liri Lochman
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connr)urlity hrs r prrticular coruposition

of spccics chat nuinly occurs in l incar
wcthrrd dcprcssions bc'tween the parellel

sand ridges of the llockiDqlrern-Bechcr

Plain. Native spccics rypical of the
scdgch:rds includc shrubs such as

cl imbing l ignum lnd oranqc watt lc,

sedges such as brrc twig-rush, knotted

club-rush and coastal srvord sedge, and
rhe grass Poa 2orl yrorlado-r.

Thc scdgclands are signif icanr

bccausc they col lect ively providc a
unique record of rvedand cvolut ion,
prog:cssing l ' roru oldcr wc.t l lnds in rhe

erstern parts of rhe l lockinehrnr-

Bcchcr l) l ;r i :r  to yoturg rvetlancls nelr

thc prcscnr-dly shorel ine. Thc

corrtntunir ies depcnd on qroundwltcr,

arrd may elso bc thrcatcncd by chlngcd
qroundwatcr rcgirrres, decliling rveter
qualicy, rveeds ancl 6r'e

To cnsurc th.Lt thc cri t ical ly

clrdrnlaercd ecological cornlrunit ics of

Rockingham Lakes l{c'sionrl Park arc
Dor dcstroycd, CALM is prcplr ing and
inrplcrncrrt irg irr terinr recovery plans,

rvhich outl ine rct ions lrccdcd ro

eddress Llrgcnt drrcats to the

conlrnur) i t ics. l{eprcsentatives frorn

CALM, drc ( i i ry of l{ocki lghanr :rncl

conrnrrrnity organisations such as dre

Above Splendid fairy-wrens.
Photo Babs and Eert Wells/CALM

Top left  Pel icans on the boardwalk at
Lake Richmond.
Photo Jiti Lochman

Centre left Coastal vegetation in Port
Kennedy Scienti f ic Park.
Photo - Michael )ames/CALM

Left Lake Richmond viewed across
flowering wattles.
Photo - Maie Lochman
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European history
I  l t r '  l {ockirrgh.rrr r().1\t l i r)c \ \ .r \  i i r ' \ t

ch . r t c r l  bc t r r cc r r  l 8 l ) l  . rD r l  l i i l ) - l  L \
F rcnc l r  c rp l o re l  N i t o l , r s  l i . r L r t l i n  I l i s

c r I cd i r i o r r  r r . r r r r c t l  ( i . r pc  l ) r ' : r r r r  . r r r d
o thc r  s i qn i i i r , r n t  s i t c s  i r r ch  . r s  I l e
l l r r . r ch t  ( ( i . r r de r  I s l . r nc l )  . r nc l  I I c
l l c r ro l l c t t  ( ( . , r r r r , r r  l : l . r r r d )  I  l r c . r r c . r  l r . r s
. r  l ong  n r . r r ' r t i n r t  l r r s t o r  r  :  t l r c  r r . r r r c

l ( . "  L r r r - l  . . r r r  ,  "  r ' r r r ,  r r " r . r r  .  ' l ' r 1 '

th.rt  [ l r)  . lgr()ur]r l  iD I i l . l l l  o]r]rositc r lrc
p I c \en f  l ( r . . l t i ( ) r  o i  ( l r \ c r r r o r  l { o . r c l
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t  r r r r  t l r '  (  . . 1 . r . . 1  r r .  r r l  \ r . r r , l t \  .  l
\ \ . , , ' . l  r " r  I ' ,  r r  r  M  r r , . l l .  l i ,  .  . .
, 1 , ,  r ' . , 1 . . . r  r . . l  l .  I . , r r , r . l r i l  r ' r r ' r r .  .
t t r r r be r .  . t  g ro r r i r r g  i r t dL r : t r r  t i r l  t hc
rcgion L,rtcr. polr i  .r t  l -renr.rnt lc .rrLl

l i r n i r u r - r  uou l , l  nnke  t hc  recJ  l i , r  . r
l { o r  l i r r g l r . r r r  p ( ) r t  u r )nc . c \ \ , l r  \

i \4:rnr hrsrorj i  l  ur l . l inl j r  .rrr, l  r i rc '

h , r c  bce r r  r e t . r i r r cL l  i r  l { o r k i r r s l r . r r r r

. r r r d  r r i r l r i r r  r l r c  1 r . r r ks  l r o r r l e r s  l ) u r i ng

Top left  The Naragebup Rockinghanr
Regional Environment Centre.
Phata Jiri Lochnian

Centre left  Bobta s can sonret nres be
seen sunn ng themselves on warm days.
Phota Michael lanes/CALM

Left Quenda.
Phota l\4aie Lochnian
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