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I I / hen Durclr ruar iner 
'Willern 

de

f ! Vhnringh sailcd past the corst
of Edel Land, south of Shark Bay, on
29 Jarruary I(r97 he commented that:

''Thc' hnd hcrc rppcrrs vcrv blcrk, rnd

so abmpt rs if drc co.rst hrcl becn

,  hopprJ otT rr  r th . ' r  , r r , . .  r r | r .  h r r , .kc '  r t

inrpossiblc o l.rnd.Thc srrvcs brc.rk hcrc

rvitb so grcrt r f-ury dnt onr: shoulcl srv

thirt cvcrvtbing.rround rrltrt sbrkc rd

bcconrc 'd ivrrcnrbercd,  s l r ich rppcrrs to

us r trulv tcrrib)c sight. Ncvcltlrclcss. rvc

lirtrnd it ntber dilficult to dng otrrsclvcs

r\'.ry f-ronr tlris evil pl.rcc."

When deVlamingh's quote is le.rd to
him, Paul I)ickenson lanqhs. "Yes, t lrey
found it difficult to drag thenrselves
.way fron this evil place." For the last
10 years P:rul has ruanaged the caruping
rDCl recre:ltlon areas at Steep Point and
its surroundings for Shark B;ry Salt, the
lc'ascholdc'rs of Carmran€! Stit ion,
the northeru part of which is the
proposed Edel Land national park.
Paul can attcst to thc' ift 'at
p . rp r r l r l i t y .  rvh i ,  h .  derp i te  i t s
remoteness, draws about 5500 visitors a
year. Camping At Steep Point ls
carefully nanaged through a booking
system (wwrvsteeppoint.corn.au) to
ensurc that the frlgile nature of the
coast caD sustai11 visit:rtioD :lt pexk
tiures.With the recent sale ofboth the
salt opcratioD arld statioD, DuDagcDrenr
of the northern parr of Carrlrang
Station will soon be trrnsfcrred to thc'
Depirturent of Coiservation arrd Land
Manaserne nt (CALM), to allorv the
establishrucnt of thc proposcd Edel
Land national park.

Early history
When Europeens arrived in dre

Sh:rrk Bay rr!'r, thc largest Aboliginrl

cllllp they noted Ms in the proposed

park at False Entrance, rvhere freslr

water w:ls lv:rilable. Anorher site in the

proposed park-the Blowholes at

Thunder Bay-wls aD inrportant

spir i tual si te for the locrl  Malgana

people. However, little is knowD abouc

Aboriginrl use of this part of Shark

l3ay, due to rhe lack of archaeological

suIVc'ys,

Edel Land is one ofthe oldest place

narrres in Australir still iD Lrse roday.

l)utch cxplorcr F: 'cdcrick de Houtman

r.t i ied rtort i t  ;r lortg t l tc WA , ' .r : tst i l

161|J and named 'd'Edels'  
Land' af ier

Jrcob cl 'Edel, r  Member of the Counci l

ofthe Indies and Superc:trgo (ofEcer rn

clrarge ol'tlre cargo) on the Anrtcrdaur

thrt was rccomp:rnying Houtlnant

vessel, Drrnlrcr/rr. The naDre, rnarked on

:l sca chirt fi'orn l(r19 by JornnesVan
Keulen, original ly referred to the

mainl:rnd rdjlcc'nt to thc' Houtln:u'l

Abrolhos Ishnds. Today, horvever, the

narne is generally used to refer to the
mainland tretween ( leraldton lnd

Shark Bay. However, the proposed Edel

Land national park rvi l l  only cover the

northern prrt of thc' Edel Land
peninsula at Shark Bay.

ln 1(r99, English explorer l7i l l iar l

l )arupic'r sai led into Shrrk Bry and

rrl 'ned the region'Shlrks Bay'due to

the hrge rrr.rmbers ol 'sharks hc'saw.The

Frenchmen de Freycinet, Hfirrelin and

l3audin passed drrouqh dre lrea over

the period f iorrr l80l to 1818,n:rming

many geoguphical feltures, including

Belle6n Prong (named by Lor.ris de
Freycinet in 1fl{ll rf-ter thc' surgeon

Previous page
Main Zuytdorp Cliffs near Steep Point.
Photo - Bill Bachman
Insets top and base Detail of
Volkersen's map of the 'Lant van
Eendracht' (Shark Bay) 1658 made by
Dutch sea captain Samuel Volkersen.
I mage courtesy Algemeen R ijksarch ief,
The Hague.
Bottom left Remains of a starfish and
sand dollar.

Above left Paul Dickenson has managed
camping and recreation areas at Steep
Point for the last 10 years.

Left Large blowhole at Thunder Bay.
Photos - Carclyn Thomson Dans/CALM
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Above  l oo l  l  r g  o  d l o  ,B  p  1  t { r a  I
C i f fs.
Photo Catlty Z\t/ick,/CALI\4

Left A m grat ng hunrpl lack lvhale
a ongs de steep Po nt
Photo - Slar Slevers

Below left  Fislr ng al Sleep Po nt
Pholo LaJ4on Coopel
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