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trctching lor 29o ki lolrcrrcs,

Ningrloo l\ecf is tlrc \\,orld's hlgcst

l i ' inging cor.r l  r-ec'f  ecosystenr. I t  is thc

only nujor tr 'opicrl  cori l  recf

occurrillg on tlrc wcstcr_D scilborrcl of

rny coDtinentel l :rndrDess. I ts prescnce

is t luc to t lrc strorrgly f lol , ing Lecurvrl
(hrrent, rvhich crrr ies wil l ' l l  t ropicrl

Netcr south Tlre Lcerrrvin ( ir  rcnt

rcsults irr  sornc of thc nrost sourlrcr lv

corel reef-i in the rvorkl lncl even tlrc

prcscrrcc of s() lnc tropicl l  tn:rr ine

orrrdlr isnrs in t l lc (;r 'crt  Arrstr l l ial

Bisht.

Ni lgl loo l{ccf is rviclcly

acknos'leclgecl ;rs rr gloLr:r1ly signiticrnt

bioJogicrl  l rorspr>t I t  is r nr:r jor feecl ing

grould tbr rhc rvhl lc shark, the rvorldi

lrrgcst f ish; pnrvicles h.rbiut f i l 'n.uine

tordcs. rr l l l l l i l  nys lncl clrrgongs; l :rd

suppofts rt leilst 500 species of tish .rnd

2(X) spccies of coul. Horvcver, t tr t ' rc rs

ruuch rrrr ' rr t  to bc lcl :  nt aborrt thc lrc;r

N i r r g . r l . ' o  l { uc l -  i '  l r c l i c vcJ  t ( '  i i ' r ) t . r i l

countless DL'\v spccit 's, lnd i ts biologicl l

sigl i f icnncc is thought to bc uruch
grcrtL'r t l r :rn curl  cnt kn()wlcdgc

su { { c ' t , i .  
_ l o  

d r sL r r vc r  t r r o t c  . r l t , , t r t  t l r i '

spcc t : r cu l l r  cnv i ro r ) l ] ) 0 ] ] t .  t l l c  s t r l c

a lnlbl@ M.d.. P.r*

!:overnrllerlt, thrcrr!!h the l)eprrtlDel)t

oi ( lonser vetiorr and Llrrd

Mruasen ren t  (CALM)  r r r d  t hc

l)eper tnrerrt of Fisherics, has

conrnit tcd $5 rni l l iou ovcr foLlr ycats

lbr resench in the rvrters of Ningl loo

Mlrine l);rrk.

Conserving for the future
Thc rchtivcly prist iuc ruturc of

Ningeloo l lccf connasts starkly rvi th

rhc olten degraded lnd thlei l tcncd

nrturc ofcorrl rcefi rvorldrvicle.T euty

per cent of corll recf,i hitve becrr lost

cntircly, and scientists predict thar r.rp to

50 per cent of leefs rvill succuulb to

ttre ellicrs ofglobrl rvrrnlirxr irDd othcr

folurs of degrachtion over the next 20

ve:rrs. The distalce of Ningrloo l lecf

i r o r r  J , r r g r  c r t r cs .  r ' o rnb r r r rd  r v r t l r  i t .

rchtive lack of hnd-basc'd inrprcts,

such es nutr icnt- ledcrr f icsh."vater rurr-

of},  lus protected i t  f ionr nruch of tne

drrugc' being inl l icted upon other

reefi  rvorldrvide. Nevertheless,

Ningrloo l\c'efls closc proxirrrity to the

shore rendcrs ir  l r ighly vulnerrble to

rccrei l t ioni l  inrplcts, incl,rding darDage

6onr bort ing, f ishing, diving .rnd

snolkel l iug. Ningl loo is r lso now one

olt lVcstcrn Arrstrrlirt plt'nrier nlturr'-

blsed tourisur dc'sr inations. Thesc

prcssurcs olr the;uce h;rve increesed

sterrdily iu rcce11t ye:lrs

Ningir loo l leef is one of rhc rvorldls

rnost prist inc Jargc coml rccf structurcs

lnd, given Austl l l i l \  econouuc

posit ion lnd cluel i t-rr scicnti f ic

rcsol lrccs, thc WA corrrnunity hls :r l l

oppoltuniry to col lsclve the prist inc

quali t ics of thc rccf ind! ' f ini tc ' ly.

Horvever, dris rvi l l  recluire cuelul

pl lnnine lnd i l  glc: l tcl  eDrphesis olr rhc

bc:rcf i ts of edr.rcl t ion. Thc prescrv;rt ion

of Ningl loo l \eef l lso recpires

col l ;rbol l t ion bctrveen scierrt ists,
qoverl lnlc'r l !  bodies, nlrnrgers al ld locrl

conrrnurr i t ies This rvi l l  1c:rd to

environrnentl l ly ;rnd soci l l ly

rcsporrsiblc col lscr_vi l t ion outcorDcs.

lnformation isolation
Dcspitc the ecologic:rl sigliFclnce

of Ningaloo l \ccf,  orrr urrdcrst lrding

of the nuuy prccesscs drrt drivc' and

snstr in i t  is srrrprisingly l imited The

rcefi  distarce frour Pe:_th nrakcs

rcse.rch expcnsivc :rnd logist ic:r l ly

dificr.rlt. Ncvertheless, much cxcellent

resc'arch h: ls becD conducted but,

unfortunately, ferv of the rcsearch

oLrtconlr's arc cornnrLmicatcd to local

interest groups or nrenrbers of the

public. Insteld, scicnti f ic research

findings r:c'of icn pr.rbl ished in special ist
jonrnirls rvith lirnited clistribution, or

cornDrlrnicated alt  internart ioDal

col l fereDces, ofterr helcl thousands of

kilonretrcs fitrnr the ecrrrel site.

Previous paEe
Main Cabbage coral.

Left Racoon butterfl!4ish are generally
found in pairs and may even stay
together for life.
Photos - Steven Thorne
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UlfAls ( l lc ln ShielJ prcsenred the

findingp of his invesriqirt ion into the

ecoloqv end repxrductiou biology of

scn cucurrbcrs. Althouglr thcy arc of icrr

t t lc, ' t t t ' ,  t I  r ' r lelrrd t , '  ,r .  .r .r  r lrrg,. ' .

thcsc clcllturcs lr-r: Drolc closcly rciatccl

t() sei stan, scil urclrills lncl flether

sters. The grol ing populeri ty of see

clrcunrbcr as .r dcl icacy in ( lhiun has

lct l  to the ncrl  cxl i lc l ioD of solnc

spt 'cir 's in nuny prrts of rhc rvorld.

i r t i l u J t r t i l  As l t r t t , ' t t  . r t t d  (  . r I t i , : r  r ec t i  i r t

thc f:lr north rvest of WA. Science rs

row slr ivi lg to bcttcr r,rodcrst lrd thc

signif- ic.rncc of thesc inccrestins

enim:rls, rvhich h:rvc cleer bcncflts firr

t hc  f unc t i on ing  o f  co :  a l  r cc f

ecosyslelr1s. Ser clrcrrnrl-rcrs inqcst slnd

end  o t l r e r  su re l l  p l r r i c l cs  on  t he

serf loor al ld cl igc'sc rny onrrnic lr l r t ter-,

rhercby f i) f i l ) ing rn L'ssenti :r l  lole in thc

rccvcl ing ofnurr icrrts *, i thin cor:r l  rccf

ccosYstc )s,

Diverse ecosystem
Ben FitzpLrt l ick pr-cscrtccl che

tcsr,r l$ of l  col l lborl t ivc sLrtvcv rvi!h

M r r h l u .  h  U n i r t r . i t r  i n t , ,  t l t c  n t . r r  i n c

c'cologl '  of lJrtcrurn lJuv ( jusc nort lr

of ( lorel Be_v). I3cn cxphincd rher

l l l tcrulrr l lay rvls lr  ccologicl l lv

cl iverse ecos,vstern. lJ:rtcrrr ln lJ:r l ' ,

iocluding irs Lrnrlcr- i lpprcci ir tccl sanclv

l r : r l , i t : r t . .  p r ' , ' r  I . i r ' .  i r r r l u ' r  t . r u t  l r . r l , i t . r t  l i r l

r leuy rnerinc crc:rturcs, inclrrcl ing thc

s1'rcct lcrr l l r  nrrr)t i r  l  i rys. hrrrrpblck

u 'h l l c s .  I nc l o l ) r c i f l c  h r r r t r pb l ck

do lph ins  enc l  c l uqonss  I uc idcn t r l

obscrvlrt ions lrrrcl  .rnccclocl l  cviclcrrcc

proviclecl bv chlrtcr opcr-rtors incl ic:rte

thrt thc bry is l  nursins or f i 'cdi|g arca

f i ' r  t hL  se  , r r r r r r r . r l .  I i t r v  I i r c  . 1 ' 1  ,  r r '  , ' t '

juveniJc f ish ;rrc knolrr ro inh:rbit  r lrc

nclrshort rtcf l rncl sclgr- lss halr i t l ts of

thc ba1,. i rclLrcl irg thc rcclc.rt ionl l l ,v

Top left At Coral Bay, Ningaloo Reef lies
in very close proximity to the shore.

Centle left Green turtles are quite
common in and around Coral Bay.

Left Giant clams are very common in
Ningaloo Marine Park and can be seen
in shal low water.
Photos Steven Thone
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