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ake the tine to wander through an

expanse of nltive bush in the

Geraldton sandplains bioregion (which
includes Shark tsay) and you'll discover
a natural wonderland rich in strikingly
beautiful landscapes and plant and
animal life.Tiny reptiles scurry through
the undergrowth, birds soar on the
rvinds above and rare marsupials hide
in the undergrowth. The flor;r is
especially impressive in spring, when
the true nature of this incredibly
biodiverse region ir revelled. For. in
spring, the earthy colour of the soils
and the greens and browns ofthe bush
erupt into seas of dazzling colour.
Bril l iant yellows, pinks and whires
carpet the landscape as everlastings
burst into bloon. The bushland
explodes with the colour of
thryptonenes, grevilleas, eremophilas
.rnd a krleidoscope of other flower.-
all with their own unique design.

However, many of these animals
and much of this spectacular annual
wildflower display are confined to
roadsides and conservation reservcs.
You see, large tracts of this flora-rich
landscape have succumbed to pressures

sr,rch as land clearing, stock grazing and
weeds. The biodiverse nature of thc
region and the fact that it is threatened
has earned the Geraldton to Shark Bay
sandplain its position as A [ational
biodiversity hotspot.

The Geraldton to Shark Bay
sandplain hotspot also falls within the
confines of the south-west of
Australia-an area listed as arr
international biodiversiry hotspot.Thrs
listing also recognises the regioni
biodiverse naturc, endemic species and
the fact that it is under irmrediate
thrcat.

What's a hotspot?
Biological diversity-these days

more corrrnronly known as

biodiversity-has arisen as a result of

millions of years of evolution. Each

species has evolved and adapted to

result in today's incredible selection of

l i fe. This rnyr:.rd of l iv ing diversiry is

forever dynamic, increasing with the

onset ofl new genetic vrriation, a new

species or a new ecosysten and

decreasing when species become

extinct, when genetic variat ion

decreases or wherr ln ecosystenr dies.

Hotspots are arcas that arc rich ln

plant and anirual species, particularly

endemic species, that is, species that live

nowhere else in thc world. Ifthe world

were to lose any ofthese areas, it would

also lose the plants and animals that

inhabit thenr. ln rhe case of enderric
plants and animlls, these species would

be lost forever.

While this is an abhorrent thought,

it is a possibility. To be classified as a

hotspot, a region rnust also be under

immediate thrert.  This means the

region! plants and animals could

succumb to iupacts such as land

clearing, development pressurcs,

salinity, weeds and feral animals.

Classifying these special areas as

biodiversity hotspots is designed to

raise pr,rblic awareness of our

environmental heritage at risk and to

suPPort strateglc actrolls to cor-Nerve lt.

There are two levels of hotspot

rat ing-international and national.

Conservation International, a non-

profi t  international organisation

working to conserve the Earth's

biodiversiry, identified 34 international

Previous page
Maln Sand dunes at Cape Lesueur, in
Francois Peron National Park.
Photo - .Jiri Lochman
Inset Thorny devil.
Photo - Cliff Winfield

Above A sea of wildflowers south of the
Overlander Roadhouse.

Left Everlastings.
Photos - Samille Mitchell
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Peron Per nsu a rs lrome to one of t l ' le nrost sLrccessfLr capi ve l l reecl ng ancl
e nlrocluctro r p-olecls r the State P oject Eden (see 'Appfoach ng Eden

LANDSCOPE ALrtLrmr] 1998). Here on l l le f lst fed sand dunesarnong the desert
shrubs, solne of t l -re State s most lhreatenecl amma spec es have been g ven

another cl lanc-o to beconre reestab shed.

T l rese  rnamma s  once  roamec l  t he  pen rnsL r l a  na tL ra l l y .  I n  1801 ,  w l ' r en  F -anQors
Peron v s tecl on the Nico as Baudin expecl i t ion, some 23 spec es ol marfrrrals
were present. Howevef, by 1990, ess than lral l  ot these speces remained.

Preclat on by ferals sLrch as cats afd foxes, halr i tai  destrLrcl on, and competrt on
for food by stock and rabbits had taken a deacl y tol l .

Af ier the Siate governnent purchased the fofmef Peron Stat on, CALM
removed al l  the stat on s sheep ancl cati le n 1994 and more than 12 500 goats.
p-ior to making paft oi the afea a natlonal park. The fo owing yeaf, CALM
erected a 34 k onretre, two.nretre-high fence acfoss the pen nsula to control
re nvasion from the soLrt l-r  ancl embarked on extensive ba t ing of {efal animals,
througl-r i ts nrass ve l4esler, Shle/d program Th s provecl h gh y slrccessfLr at
erad cating foxes and cLrt t l -re cat populat on by 50 to 70 per cent.

Nexi, CALM ferntfocluced oca y exi nct anrn'rals such as the woyl ie bi lby,
mal eefow. bancled hare'wallaby and rufous hafe wa laby The banded har-e

wal aby and rufoLrs hare wa aby introduct ons f lounderecl because of cat
p feda t  on  and  s ta r va t i on  du r  ng  d roL roh t  bL r i  t he  ma l l ee low ,  woy l i e  and  b  by
pop!lat ions { loLrf ished ndeed, the bi lbes bred to the extent t l ' rat the Peron
-e ntroduct ons are regarcled as ihe mosi successful yet

DL r  ng  t hs  t i n re ,  CALM es tab  shed  a  cap t i ve  b reec l i ng  cen t re  t o  p fov ide

an ima  s  f o f  f e i n t [ odLc t  ons  The  cen t re  has  s  nce  l ] f ed  more  t han  450  an ima  s

Today, CALN4 cort nLres to control fera anima s throLrgh bait ng and trapping
p rog fan rs  and  p lans  l u f t he  reeases  o f  na t i ve  an lma ls  W i th  con t i nued  wo rk ,
one  day  Pe fon  Pen insu las  an  n ra l  popL r l a t i on  may  app roach  some th ing  ak  n  t o

that wl-r icl-r FranQors Pefon hinrself  enjoyed mofe than 200 years ago.

Left Skipjack Point, Francois Peron
National Park.
Phota - Sa,llille Mitchell
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