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onrrnorrly knorvn ls povcrl ,v

bushcs, clrtr  bushes lnd nlt ive

f i tchsi. ts. ln'rrroplr i l rr  spccies

arc thc bcst k:rorvrr rnernbcr of

lhe Mvopolacclc f lrui1, l .  l  gloup of
pl. tuts largel_v contined to Austl l l i l

t l r , r t  , r l so  r r i l r r de .  t l r t  gc r r . r . r  B , t r r r i r .

Cdlanpltonr, Di rr-irr',t rncl )lyoponu r.

Mitrty species lc culr ivlred lnd re:rdi l ,v

lvei l :rblc f iom nerivc pl lnt rrrrrscrics.

With drcir colou ir l  f lol ,ers, tbrurs

.tncl ftnqc of qnrl'th lrebits, thel' ;rre ir
vl lulblc lclcl i t ion to i l r)v galdcl).

Bounty for botanists
Il thc l1)(r 1'e':trs th:tr heve el:rpsed

sirrcc l lobclr lJroun rrrnrcd ErLtnolthiLt

opyosit i l i l ia in l lJ l l ) .  rnorc t lrar) 25o

cliflcre'rt spccics hlvc Lreen cliscovcred

T l r r v  . r l c  1 ' . r l r r ,  r r l . r l l r  . r l ' r r r . l r r r r  i r r

Wcsrcrn Arrstr l l i . r .  \ \ 'hclc'  r t  lcrsr 2l)o

specics u-e fbrrnd lnd lbout t l0 pcr cclt
:rrc corrf lncd to the Strrc'  Lcss thar lul f

of thcsc lrc narrrcd. I torvcr 'cr ' ,  South

Austmli ln botrnist Botr Chirrnock. u'ho

h.rs previouslv n:rrrred l9 F.rL'no iLt

spccics, rvi l l  soon fbnnrl ly describc

d f irr thcr 9+ species. t l t l  of rvhiclr arc
f iund in WA.

l)r ior to nrodc:n t irncs. t l te nlost
inf luclt i l l  rucul l l ist to r:rke a kccl

irrrcrcsr in the qenlrs lrs Feldin )d vorr

Mtrel lcr ' .  Mueller l ived lr  I  t iurc rvlten

telnrs ofcsplorcrs clossed rhc contincnt

l trd col lected rhc miny rrerv f lor l
spccics r lr l t  thcy cncounteled. Fronr

rlrcsc col lccing tr ips MuelJcr describcd
1l) LrLnLtlthilt specics, 39 of rvhich lre
firund in ITA- I\ouncl-lcavecl ercurophil:r
I  l tLn",yhi l , t  t tr l r , lLt i , tut rv.r '  n,rrrred rrr

his honorrr. Mrrellcr rves fiscinltccl by
ercDrophiles. In l l l5u, hc. rvrocc':

' 'A n-; lcl lcr in rhc cxtcr)sr\c I)cscrt t l r . t \
oiALr\rrr l i , r  is oi ic,r Nell  rcr.udcd t irr  his

kr i ls  . rDr l  pt i \ . , t ioDs l . r '  drc c l l jovDrcnr

s  l r r ,  I '  r l r c  . r . l r r  ,  ' t  r l r r  r  r  r f . t  $ , , , 1 , .  . , r  r  l , (
(  r , . , r .  r  r r r r s r ,  r c r  . . r L r . r  r , ,  i , , r r c r r p l , . r r r i

nr inds:nrorc c+rcci r l lv  r lhcu i t  is  obscr rcd

, l r , r .  $ , r ' , , ' , (  r , | ! . r , ( , ' t  r l , f  f . .  , , r , ! \

l ' . , r R  r r . ( * .  r . . r i . r \  r r , l  l t . . r r n  r r r  t l r ,

rcscrrnon 'n( . rc. rsc ")  pr(4ro,  non

' I ' n , l l r i r ,  r ) r  r r r r , ' r ; r  r l I  r r r r  r , r r r i  I ' l . r r r r ,
r , r  l t  , l c r  s r r l r  r r .  r h r  * , l i r r . - l c .  u t  r l r t

r l l  r r i , , r  . r r ,  r h , " f  . ,  , ' , (  M \ , I ' , '  D , \ , .

r r , l ,  r .  r r  J  .  r r r ' ,  r r - . r  r l r r .  r 1 1 . , . r r  . , r .  r l r ,

Scocrtr. S/,r,,/,tr,J. ii,1/,,(l,i,i/,r .lDd 1,r,,/i,/,,r

. , ' r r r 1  n . r ' r ' r  t .  r r l l '  r r . 1 r r r . r r , t I r  r ' . " r '  r ' | | l '

Itlotlr .sl,'r,(',rirrJ rnd /,/roii,it,r .rtc ror

consrdcrrd s|x,r)v,nous s idr /]ft r,r1,/ril,r.1

Anyone l to lus t r :ncl lcc l  to c l rc '

inccr ior  of  Austre l ia.  whcr! '  d le hrqc

colorr l f i r l  f lorvcrs of  c lcrnophihs erc

r  pal t icuhl ly  not iccrblc pat t  of  thc '

lauciscepe. c iDnot hclp bur i rs lc t 's ' i rh

Mr,rcl lcr.

Ochel uoreble ni l t l rr t l is ls \vho
nenrcd spccics of Lft ' rrrol/r i l , r  include
(leorgc lJclth:rnr, l {obclt  l l rorvrr,

Luclrvig I) iels. Wil l ienr Fitzger.r lcl ,

Cherles ( i l rdncr-. Luc|viq Kreenzl in

iDd Spencer Mool-c

Previous page
Main In good seasons, many
eremophilas such as wedgeleaved
poverty bush (E cuneifolia) burst into
bJoom, with plants covered in large,
attractive flowers.

Above left Western weeooka
(E. oppositifolia subsp. augustifolia).

Above The pink flowered cumquat
eremophila \E. denticulata subsp.
trisulcata ms) is known from a few
populations north-east of Esperance and
is declared rare.

Left Native fuchsia (Eremophila latrobei).
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'g prrr su rflurgl, dsqns oqof g) o,*t
reql put llaqreaqlx! v1x!.qr ur rnfro
sJrJJds 8Z leql sr u,/!\ou{ [.,/l\ ss.-J

'salelY\ qlnoS ,{\JN Pue elrolll^
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Flowers
All Ercnophila flowers have an

inner, often tubular, corolla (petals)
of five fused seg ents and an outer
callx hepals) of five, usually spreading,
segments. There is often more than
one flower in each leaf axil. Flowers
Inay or may not be held on a stalk.
Curnquat erenrophlla (E. denticulata
subsp. lrrsrilcaro ms) has a long S-shaped
flower stalk, whileVeronica eremophila
(E. vcroriu rns) has almost no stalk at all.

Red, purple, l ihc and blue are
the nlost common flower colours
and include the red-flowered slender
fuchsia bush (E. r/cripicrrs), purple-
flowered round leaf poverty bush (8.
strongl,lophl,lla), lilac-flowered desert
fuchsia (8. pii.ii, and blue-flowered
sand dune poverry bush (E. .gl,sorrir)
There are also white flowered species,
such is brcon1 poverry bush (E.
intetstans), ard even green-flowered
species such as Calnpion eremophila
(E. aircl-r) and wary-leaved eremophila
(E. scrnrlata). Some species also have
fl owers with spectacular conrbinations
of colours. Rare poverty bush (E.
rrrlmbilrs ms) has pink-tnd-white flowers
with prominent ptrrple blotches and
showy poverty bush (E.-llarrida ms) has
blue, brown alnd lruuve-pink flowers.
The lnost belr.rtiful are the ones with
additional markings, like the spors on
some fornls of Wilcox br.rsh or the
purple, brown and cream corrrbinations
found in burrl.

There rre five basic flower shapes
within the ge[us. Most col]-uttor] are the
flowers rvith two petals above and three
below such as in small-leaved povety
bush (E. c.ri/r'folla). Some 132V/A specres
have this flower shape. In this gror.rp, the

Top left Some eremophilas are confined
to rare habitats, with rare poverty bush
\E. mirabilis msl known from just two
widely separated breakaways.

Centre lett Perhaps one of the most
commonly encountered and beautiful
Eremophrla species is bvrc (E. frcserl.

Left Some eremophilas are now
common in cultivation. An example is
the lipstick plant lEremophila maculata
subsp. brevlfoll4.
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lLnlllllr rlloq ul .Jrl ll'qlJl Irrrrn^rJoqv ur

pasn uJJq a^rq sarlJds tlnylorrD.rl

asn lPuolllperl
'.lqrll!^r oslr o.rr urirrl,/ E) rlsllcl

.tr:.rod ::,rr1 uosrqlrnlA prre (!)Jor/,rlur
't) rlrqdotr.r. ,(rr.or1s '(ru.r-r,rsrr1 a)
rlrqdo(r.r. Jltrlsoid ' (l'lr,/,rlltrJp g)

rlrqdorlrrre p1u:iiztrg ' (su.trclotp l)
qsnq rrsqJlu .r.PLr.ls u.Pl!n^ .^ucu ll

ot srrorlrppt 1t.:r:3:r1r:tr puu sJr-rJsrlro
(ro.q .lqrlrll\D tlrl,lo rrr (rl!'/,r]rrr E)
rrrqcl Frlsdq plllr qsnq nrlri uolulLro:)

,{o stror]l1,Ill^ ttrro-I trrrld Prr -n1olo:)

sprrcl iilrrtrtr]]D roJ tuell.J\e .rr

Prrr rltJaLr aJnpo.rd saoads auros Jo
sra,rog arll 3ur::rtt,r q:ntr .::ntb::

;(1:-rrr put tuxralot trl:inorp,{rr^ .rt

sqlqdoru.r.'p.qsrlqrls. .JLrC) (,r,r/rsr/J

,tntit (Iti) iadrunf J^Duu sr qlns

lJotstoor rJ5rrorts r otrro r|qdorlrara

atrrllo^r':l ,Il:)rlt ller8 ot PaStrrettr [J^a

. rq sr.,\\ori^ prdrrtur )rlros porlt)rlr

stLF Slrrslr salJasrrlu,{q rr,nori;-,lrocr arc

sJrlJds Lroturool (treur pur: sErrDln--r

urol-l LrJJq sl]tl ss.rJJns tsow Jrnlrr:J ol

.rroJd Lr.Uo pur ltlnJrurp {lsnor-rorou

sr PJas luo.u su[qdoroJri 3orrl\or:)

-aurq atlrts

.rql lr palrlll(u.raa^ a^ur^rq'an^r a(urs Jrlt

prrnorr Jrr rroqrlndod r rrr 9rrr1d'1sonr
Lli^a ro "{uPLLr tltlt Prrq ot uollrrlrorlrl

a.ro-la.raqt lolr sl tl uollr]tll(uraii^

srlrln(rrts ll'ltrrrcr d,rr:t1 :o ::r1 sr q:ns

a.)rrrqJlrtsrP ! Itulr srra.{ ILrllLr .roj

IrmLrrioP srrmtrtr prrr tno s:r.rp'prrnorS

rclt or sclorp lll].q srqt'arntru Lll sPaas

ZL-Z n^rrrso[]lrJ tr11.q r(qsrg t :r]lrpo.rd

srlrqdonr::.r'prsrptirj .rrr()

ran.r1-r:ds rqt,1o Pur trlor^ ol

alllq irlt lUo{ itrrii^rlr:'l srnoio:.rrarop
'lriauJii rrr 'Prm srr.lrlr|ls -rJt.r()rls saqn]

Ir.loU ,ral.rorls rlllllu i^url trqt sarlJds

u 1 u yl Lt t r.t.r'7 n^rrrlturll()d .rc4 :lclsrrods:-r

si()t-)4]\ Jrll Jrr s]:)J\rrl suaLLrtts
'Surpulold IlSuo.trs {11cnsn put'p:rll:o1

,{11t:til^:r1u1s Jrlt iq sJduu plrr prll.rio-l

rrrLIt uo Lr)llod LItr.\\ P)tsllP :ir sPilq
'rrl-riu Jqt l-)r_u\J ol lro-uJ ,tlJLI] (rl
'(q1oro-r) :qut rr^\og n-rrol r_Io rsr:cl rL[]

tr i!tJau li-mii-r]s qJr.l ulrllroJ sarJacls

p.rttrrrllod prrq -lo sr.r^\oll llf sprrq

trq p:tr:rrqpd tsr.r .r[] LIlr^\'st.)aslrr
iq patuurllocl a:t ser.rccls rlnlitjtu)lE

-Io lua-r rJd c1 i1:tr:ttrrxolddy

uo!lcnpordeu
'rclnt rlloro-r .rp rlroil /(u,\\Lr -lrrq turq

yuod.ra.tol ir;^.rt'[ lro pLrr s[!]id.licldrl

illo-i irll qI^\ s,rJ^\ou Pi.lllolol r'illrla^!,rq

llnoqs i(::,r srq qrnl^\ 'trinq prrr 'drl

eqt tr :1.)lrq ipqirls tuacl slurd .r111

qlr^\ !.rJ^\oLl jtlnqlll strl LIlrq-\\'rrsrlJlI

rlrtrLr 'sr.,\\oLl prr-l:11s 11cc1 Frr5n1111
srrl Lprq^\ '(strr |!'//ra,{lrlr,.) J) qsnq

.,!.rr,rod p.r:.r,to g-11:c1 .rpn1-r rrr ;(:111
'srrlads 

VA\ 9f tsnf .srrd[ror'p:rrrc[rro.r

LraqA\ 'Pulr rallri Ll.)n(lt all] 'o^\l i^oclu

arll -lo soortrr, r^ ,{11trlrr.rssr J,rr qrrq^\
's:dr:qs -rr.nog )rrtF .r.rqto aqf

'sIr/ll/ )(rrl,rls tII PJplllltll rtull rrlo

tlr Jr.^\ rdrqs.rr,\\ou sqt qtr^\ srrlds
'qsnq n!l.r !lo!llllo) sl i[c]lulr)ia !rV
'tlloroJ Jql trtql.rJa-uol q-r11(r sr'ir:,\\lr t.lrl

tltlt suJrurts Prrr ^\olrq lu.rd Pr\rur.r
,{1tu:rrrrcrord .rlro purr .^ocllr slclccl lnr1

qI^\ sji^\ou J^r:q va\ ttrc.q s:r-r:ds 11g
r.rltolrv slu.d -reclcln cql ul'rll i.n^uol

,{.pq;^r1s ,411tnsn sr r1,{rs iqr l1q rllo.ro-r lil

uql ! \ PJrrrrt.li,{11r::: rr:i^ rrr srr:Ltrr:]s

'(sopqeqolec eUqdowqfJ spor pau lqtlu



: tnd nrcdic in l l  ro lcs.  l ) lent  nt l ter i r l

l res bccr r rscd in cclcnroui . r l  r i res end

cxtr- . rccs oi  p l l r r r  p l l r - ts  l ) i l \ :c  bcerr  usccl

. rs l iDinrcnls.  r l tcdic iDcs errd lnt iscpt ics

Thc lcs in cxrrr lcd l i r r r r r  sorrrc spt 'c ies hls

i r lso Lrccn uscd.rs st ' : rLtnts errd er lhcstvcs

For cxruplc.  bcrr isrn ( l i .  i r r r rqr l i r l i  r )

\ \ , . rs  i l r )p()r t lnt  t ( )  thc Adl)v.rnt t thtnhi l

pcoplc of  rhc lor tht ' rn Fl i rc lcrs
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Lrur i .d . r t  . r  t tcprh of  , rbout  . rn . r r rn\

lcrr !d, , r i icr . rboLrt . r  r r ro,r r l , . r rd \ . rs, r . r i r )

1 . r r d  o r r . r r r t l  ( o \ c r ( d  t ) r  r l i e  \ . , ! r i  \ , u k . r

toli,,cc (/ir /,r,,t,i r, /, r l rrti/i,/,,r)

Ak,  Lrrcr l  t i , r  rncr l iL in,r l  pLrrpores.  thc
b. , fk  (Ja nU,rks \ .s  \ . , . ,1 'e, l  ot ] .  rcdrreeLl

to , l \h , r I l t l  t lerr  r r i rcd r \  rdr  e,) ru ( ) i1. - l  h i \
p,e| . , r . ,noD \ \ , rs r l ) ( , )  uscLl  t i r  . r l l  l ) r , r r r r rcr

ofskin torrrp l . r i l rs  l rdr  exrc l lcnt  rcsulrs.

. r tordrnq ro scler . r l  peof le in t l rc  ! : roup
Thi \  s  \ r i l l  t ) r l l )g U\ .L l  r ( ) ,1. , \ :

I  \ . , \  , r l \ (J  f t ) ld l ) \  o, r .  (n rh.  r ) rc, r  dr . , t

th.  \ r l rok.  t iorn r . r r r i - r l r l ' . r  r . r r  uscd i l )

r h e  i n i r i . r t i o n  c e r c r r r o r l  o i r o L r r r g  b o r s

This.rspc. t  i \  i r  rh.  p l \ r . \  thc l . rsr  i i r lh

i r i r i . r tLr l  Ar | r ' , . r r r . r th. rnh,r  rnrrr  rs rcrr

I ) r r t i r tq rcccnt  srucl ios.  l t lnv spccics

\ \ 'crc f i ) r rDd k)  col t t . l i r l  c l rctDic.r ls  thrL

rr t : rv bc of  grc.r t  phrrnr lccLrr ia i r l  | lh lc

fbr  thc t rcr tnrcrr t  of  colds.  crnccls l rc i

o t h c r . r i l n r c n t s .

Top left Pixie bush (E. o/dfield/, is a
common tree species of WA's northern
Wheatbelt
Photo - Marie Lochman

Centre left  Club-leaved eremophila
\Eremophila clavata).

Left Crimson eremophila lE. punicea).
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