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he 108.000-hecrare Lake Magenta
Nature Reserve lies in the south-
castern part of the WA Wheatbelr. and
40 kilometres south of Newdegate. The
shallow, saline Lake Magenta. which
generallv only

winter or after summer rains, covers 240

holds  water  during

per cent of the reserve, To its north and
south are a number of smaller Takes chae
nake up a luger lake svstem. About
a third of the reserve falls o the
UNESCO Frtzgerald biosplicre reserve
buffer zone, nuaking it a vital pare of the

overall biodiversity of the region.

Natural residents

Lake Magenta Nature Reserve has
populations of three threatened  plane
species, plus an additional 24 species on
the Deparcment of Envirenment and
Conservations (DECY) Priority Flora
list. The vegeraoon 1s mainly mallee
heath on sandy sails interspersed with
areas of salmon gum woodlnds, The
reserve 1y connected—via large areas of

unallocated Crown Lind—o the mallee

shrublands to the cast ot the Wheatbele
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The reserve  provides  tmportant
habitar for a number ot native animals,
including brushtail possums, chudieh.
Mitchells  hopping-mice, heath mice.
western mice, ash grey mice and red-
taled  phascogales. Another 30 specics
of reptles and trogs have also been
recorded. Forty chuditeh were released
o the reserve as part of che THeswern
Sield program i 1996, The asseciared
fox baiting program signiticantly reduced
the number of foxes i the area, allowing
mative animals to survive and thrive in the
reserve The chuditch population has now
established, but at lower densities than
hoped for. Some other mediim-sized
munmals such as quenda and wovlies
have alo declined despite ongoing fox

control and reintroduction efforts

The richness in some species. and
the lack of sustained recovery in others,
has seen it and the nearby Duin Rock
Nature Reserve recently become  the
focus of a research program examining
the reasons for limited wildlife recovery
m the Wheatbele. This is part of a much
larger research progrm being undertaken
by DEC scientists nito the interactions
between toxes, feral cats, feral dogs and
native predators

Threatened bird species found  at
Lake Magenta include Carnaby's black-
cockatoos, malleefow]  and  western
whipbirds. Malleetow] populations are
being monitored by the Malleefowl
Preservanen Group. Spotted  pardalotes,
Gilberts  whistlers and  wedge-tailed

eagles are also often seen in the reserve.

The expedition

A LANDSCOPE  Expedition to
Lake Magenta and Dunn Rock nature
reserves 15 planned for November 2006,
Expedition members will visit the reserves
cach day for 10 davs, where they will
conduct biological surveys—identifving

animal

and  recording specics—rto
determine current population densities.
This will hielp o determine  which
ammals live in the reserves and allow
sclentists ta esthmate their numbers, as
part of a wider project that looks at why
some animials are not recoverny, and
monitors  the presence of  introduced
predators, m particular foxes and cats.
Expedivoners will also search for
threatened plant species wich Anne Rick,
a local botanist and member of DECY
Gireat Southern Districe rare flora recovery
tean. Anne will lead  the botanical
surveys into Lake Magenta and Duin

Rock nature reserves.
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Main Sunsets at Lake Magenta provide
visitors with a glimpse of the area’s
many moods.

Inset Salmon gum woodlands.

Above left Torrential rains in January
2006 inundated large areas of the
reserve and surrounding farms.

Left A western pygmy possum captured
at Lake Magenta.
Photos — Brent Johnson




Above This ice formaticn was cn a
puddle near Lake Magenta on a chilly
morNing,

Above right Although it is seasonally dry,
Lake Magenta reached recerd levels in
2006

Right LANDSCOPE expeditioners will
undertake hands-on wildlife monitoring.
Photos - Brent Johnson

Below Freshwater snails near the lake
edge
Photo — Michael James/DEC

As well as undertakig these daily
collecangand rescarch tasks. expeditioners
will Tive an opportunity o work with
scientsts i the held, Accommodation
will be under the sos motents and
swags. All the while, expedinoners will
be conducting important and - often
aroundbreaking research, This valuable
contmbution of tme and tunds makes

the research possible, and adds o the

overdll knowledge of the brodiversity ot

WA environmient and s special areas.
LANDSCOPE Expeditions are non-

profit, seltsupported study and research

projects offered by LANDSCOPE

magazine n assoclaten with UWA
Extension. a department of - The
University of Westerne Australian,. The
expeditions answer the need for research
w  protect the environment, while

responding o the demand tor firsc—class

mterpretation by scientists and specialists,

In 20006, there will also be
LANDSCOPE Expeditions to Francois
Peron  Natonal Park, in the Shark
Bay World Heritge Arew. and - Cape
Arid Natonal Park, cast of Lsperance,
to conduct similar research inte the

wildflowers and wildlife of cach area

Foo mior= information alout tais, and the ciher LANDSCOPE Exoeditions plannscl in 20005
and aarly 2007, contact DEC's Kevin Kenneally or Rahan Swan an {08) 9332 0561 o Ly

email (Kavin Kenneally@idac wa oy & or Rabar Sw

Rohan Swan has spent much of 2086 aaiing i the pasiion o LANDSCOPE Exoediions
Ceardinaton Befors taking wp this smle, Rahan varked with the Nearer faNaturs
arngram at the Perth Hills National Parks Centée as its Program Coordirator

Rishan would hke ta thank Keilb Magrs, Brent Johnson and Mitchell Dayjes of DEC i
their assistanges in the preparation of this artjcla
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51 Manypeaks rising from the ashes

When large numbers of threatened noisy scrub-birds and western
whipbirds perished in a wildfire at Mount Manypeaks scientists also gained

some valuable insights.

56  Slithering diversity

WA is blessed with a great variety of snakes, from tiny worm-like blind
snakes to enormous olive pythons more than five metres long.
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