


h. l  l )8.o1)( l- l l  ccr.n-c Llkc Mugcrrr l

N.rturc l{cscrvc l ics in thc *ruth

cirslcn) pxl r of thc WA Wlrc:rrtrcl t .  :rr tr l

1o kl lonrct lcr \()Lrth of Nc\\ Llcla.rtc Thc

sh,r l lou; r l l inc L:rkc M:rgcrt.r .  u lr iclr

gcnclr lh onlr holds u.rtcr drrr irr ! . t

rvintcl or lr t tcr sr.rnrrcl l i l i r l ' .  a()\ 'cr s lo

pcr-ccrt oidrc rcscrvc. 'Tir i tr  norr lr  lnr l

routh . lrc ,r  nLrnrbct oisnrl l lcr-Lrkcs thlr

r l .rkc Lrp l  Iurgcr l lkc rrstcnr. Atout

,r thld of t l rc l-c\cr-\ 'c t .r l l :  i rr to thc

UN ES( l(  )  Fitzrcr- l ld biosl. l tclc rcsctrc

brr l ' i i l  zorrc. rrr lkiu{ i t  .r  r  i r . t l  pi t t  t  oi  rhc

orcrl l l  biodir clsi tr  oithc rccir)r.

Natural residents
Llkc M:rgcnt:r N.rnrrt  l l .cscrvc h.ts

fopuhtiorrs oi thrcc t lrrc.ucrrcd pl,rnt

'pccics. I ' lLrs. lr  . t l l i r iort. t l  31 spccics on

thc  l ) cp . I t  ) e r ) t  o i  E r r r i r o | rDcn !  u r r . l
(brrscr r.r t ionls ( l)E(i \)  l )r iol irv Flor ' .r

l ist Thc vcgcr:rt ior is rnl inh nrl l lcc

hc.rth on rrndr soi l :  intcr lpc*etl  rr irh

.rrclr oi r .r lnron gur:r uoorl l . trrr ' ls. Thc

r-ctclrc is cortrtcctet l  l i , r  l . lgc ,rrc,rs of

un.r l locutcri  ( l lourr l :rrrt l  to drc rrr,r l lcc

' lr lul ' l . rrrt ls to dlc c. l \ t  oi  thc Whcltbclt

a Lak. Magenta Nature Reserve

Thc rcscrvc prr^ idcs irrtpor ! .rr)!

lubir lr  f i l  l  nunrtrcl  oi n:rt i rc :rrr irrr. t ls.

inclurl ing blushrri l  possrrrrrs. chrrditch.

Micchcl ls hopping-rrr icc. hcrt lr  rrr ir . .

ucstct l  nr icc. l tsh grcv ruicc lr lr i  rcd

t.rilcLl ph.rscr.lg.rlcs. Arorhcr 3(l spccicr

oi rcpcilcs .urd fi-oq's huvc llvr bccn

lcconlcrl. Fortv chuditch rrcrc rclclscd

irto thc rcscrlc i ls p.rn of thc l l iv. l ,

.S/rir'lr/ pnxrr':r:rr irt I()()(r Tlrc .rssoci.trccl

lbx b.riring pxrglrun signitic:rnth rcrluccrl

thc rrLlrnbcr off i) \cs in thc rr-cr. r l loNinq

n,rt i \c .ul inr irh t() sl l r ' \ ' i rc :rnrl  drl i \ 'c iD r lrc

rcsclvc Tlrc chrrdirch pr)pLrhti(nr hrs no\\'

cst.rbl ishcrl .  but l t  loucr- dcnsir ics thlrr

hr4rcLl firr. Sonrc ()rhcr nrcdirln sizcrl

r l .rrnnrl ls rrrch ls qrrcnth lnd rtrt ies

h:lc .r lso t lccl ircd t lcspitc orrgoing f ix

contrrrl lnrl rcintrrxluctiol ctlirlts

Thc richlcss in sonrc spccir-s. lncl

thc l.rck oi sLrst.rirrcrl rucovcrv il olhcls.

hls sccn i t  rr td thc rtcl lbv l)rtr tr t  l {c>ck

Nlttrrt  l lcsclvc rcct 'nth bccorrrc thc

f ircr.rs oi:r  rcscrln]r Pn)gl irr c\ iulr ining

thc rcirs()n\ ti)r linlircd rvikllitl lccorclv

ir thc Whc.rrbe' lr .  This is pirrt  of l  rrrtrch

htqcr rcsc:uch pxl lr- :ur bciuq urtdcrt lkcrr

lrv l)E(l  scicntists inro rhc irrrcr lcr ions

bct$ccn tirxcs. filll c.rts. fi'll l rlo5"" :rnd

niltlvc prcrhl()r\

Tlrrclrrcncd birrl specics lirrrnrl :rt

Lrkc M.rqcrtt.r irrclrrLlc (l.u rirbr".s bl.rck-

cockltoos. nlr l lccf ixl l  lnr l  u cstcrn

rr hlpbir ls. Mll lccf i lvl  popLrhdons urc

bcinq nronit()rcd bl thc M:rl lccf ixr l

l)rcsclvrtiorr (lK)up Slrottcrl pur-drlores.
( i i lbcrt ls slr ist lcrs irrr l  rvcrlgc-r ir i lcr l

, . ' - l , r  r r r  . r l " ' . \ t i ( r r  r t r  I r r r l r (  r . \ ( r ' \ ( .

The expedition
A Ll\ l)S(l()1' |  Expcrl i t ion to

Lirku M.rgcrt.r  i r)d l)ur)r) l { trk r.rrr.rc

rcscr-r 'c: is l . l l rrDcrl  ior No\crlrLrcr l( l ( l ()-

Expcci i t ion nrcrrrbcls \ \  i l l  v i \ i r  rhc rc\crvc\

c.r. l )  r l .r \ '  f i )r  lo r l . ls. rrhctc thcr ui l l

conrluct biologicrl  sur ' \c\ ' \  iLlcr)r ih irrg

.rrrr l  rccort l i rrr l  . l r) jnr. l l  spcaicr t()

r lctcrr:r ir te crrrrcrtt  p()pul.rt i ()rr ( lcr)sit i ( i

This rvi l l  hclp k) r lctclnrinc \\hich

i lni l ]ul ls l i \c in drc rcsclvcs . l l rd l l lorr

\  l (  r l i \ l \  r , ,  ( . l I l  . r l !  r l r ( i r  r r r . r r r l  ,  r ' . .

f . l r t  () f . l  \ \  ic lcr '  Pl1)jcct !hu! Iook\ i l t  \ \  hv

\onrc .urir l t i l ls ir lc rrot rccorcrrrtr{.  .rnt l

nr()nit() ls rhc prcscncc oi irrnoduccd

prccl.rtrrrs. in pilrticlll.rl ti)\c\ iurrl cirr\.

t r 1 ' u . 1 1 , 1 , " ' . ' .  s i l l  r l ' , ,  * . r r , l r  l , ' r

thlcl tcncd pl l l t  spccics u i th ADDe I l ick.

. r  l , ' . . r 1  [ " , t r r r r ' t  . r r r J  r r r t r r r l r c r  , ' i  l ) L (  '
(  i lcrr Sorrthcln I  ) ist l ict lurc f lolu rccovt 'n

tclnr. Annc ui l l  lc.rcl  thc lror.rnic.r l

sur-\ 'c\ ' \  iDto Llkc MJqcntu uDrl l )rrrrD

l lock rreturc rcscrvcs.

Previous page

Main Sunsets at Lake Magenta provide
visitors with a g impse of the area's
many moods.
Inset Sa mon gum woodlands.

Above left  Torrent al rains in lanuary
2006 inundated large areas of the
reserve and surrounding farms.

Left A western pygmy possum captured
at Lake Magenta.
Photos Brent Johnson
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