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ogether, che thrce outback

pathways-the Wool Wagon

Pathway, the Miners Pathwry and the
Kingsford Smich Mail Run-traverse
sweeping plains, stunning ranges,
towering nrounts, riverbeds, creeks
and streams- They cake visitors past
ghost towns, heritagc trails and areas
of incredible nacural beauty. Buc, more
than all of this, the outback pathways
open visitors'eyes to the wonden of
the ancient landscape

Instead of simply speeding by in r
car, visitors are encouraged to stop and
read the interpretive siqns to discover

more about the area in which they are
travelling. They may be drivirtg over
an ancient seabed, where fossilised sea
shells imprisoned in the rocks provide

clues ro other ages. Or rrrybc tJreyre
following an old stock track, once
frequented by Afghan teamsters and
their camels, or by Aboriginal drovers
with flocks ofsheep. Perhaps they're at
the desolate remains of a former gold
rush centre, rusry machinery and aging
artefacts the only clues of a once-
bustling township. Or maybe they are
at a site ofAboriginal signifrcance-the
subject of Dreamtime tales.

Project beginnings
The Gascoyne Murchison Outback

Pathways projectarose ftom the sweeping
goals of the Gascoyne Murchison
Strategy, which was ained at inrproving
the econolnic, environmental and
social fabric of the region. It worked
to improve opportunities for a
dwindling population of Gascoyne and
Murchison residents, many of whom
were struggling to stay financially afloat
due to the perils of drought and the
difiiculties of naintaining profitable
station leases. Tourism was deemed
a key ro this aim. Tourism could
encounge econontic development and
structuml change in the region while
at the same tine supporting sustainable
land use and thus helping to protect
the environn-Ient.

And so the idea for the pathways was
born. Self-drive trails were considered
a way to link regional centres and
existing tourism products.They would
not only help to lure people through
the region, but encourage them to stay
longer. This, in turn, would encounge
the development of furthet tourism
product, bringing eveo rnore visitors
and resulting in an upward spiral of
econon c grcwth.

Wool Wagon Pathway
The Wool Wrgon Pathw:y begins

in Geraldton and travels east to Yalgoo
and north via the Murchison Settlement
and Gascoyne Junction to Exmouth. [t
focuses on the pastor:rl industry and its
pioneers, who settled the area more
than a century ago.

After Geraldton, the first town
one encounters on the Wool Wagon
Pathwry is Mr.rl lewa, one of the 6nt
townships to develop in the Murchison.
This once-thriving settlement arose as

Previous page
Maln Carnarvon-Mullewa Road, near the
Murchison Wool Wagon pathway.
Photo - David Betlini
Inset London Bridge has long been a
favoured picnic spot in Sandstone.
Today it also features interpretive
Outback Pathways signage.

Left A fouFwheelirive is dwarfed by
a soaring cliff face in Kennedy Range
National Park.
Photos - Samille Mitchell
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Left Peace Gorge in Meekatharra is a
popular place to watch the sunset.

Centre left Yarding cattle at Bidgemia
Station in the Gascoyne.

Below Meekatharra's wide main street
greets travellers along the Outback
Pathways.
Photos SamilleMitchell
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Photo - Samille Mitchell

Below left  Yinnetharra Crossing,
Gascoyne River.
Photo David Bettini
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