


o many of:Western Australiai anllzing

wildflowets are rare or rhreatelled.

Some  37 ( r  o f  t he  S ta t c \  11 ' 7u5

recognised spccies lre considercd rlrc'

poorly knolvn, l t  r isk of ext inct ion ot '

presunred c\!inc!. A vlricry of recovcry

acrions ciltr bc inrplcnrcntcd to protecl

our thrcatl^ncd flore.These tlray involve

sclrchint fcrr nerv poptthtions, collecting

rnd sroring sccds, rcstolil)g htbitxt :lncl

imcl iol l t iDq dlrci tcnitre processes (sucJr

:rs conlPeti t ion t iol lr  int loduced weeds;

gl lzing b,v f !r ' l l  enirt lals, native tninlels

and donrestic stock; l1tytt'2lrtltora cituscd

, l i e l r , r i k  d r r c . ' . r :  I I ) c r r , l . t l ) t l  . u i l  s l l r r t i t v .

rvhich is oficn couplecl rvith risirrg

w:rter teblcs; cl l inqcs iD 6rc reqit tres;

rr ld rccidcl l t l l  dcstr l lct ioo).

Fot sortrc dtrcltcncd plants' holvcver'

chc r isk of c\! iDctiol) ls l low so

higlr drat i t  is not cnottgh co look

rf lcr rhc cxist ing rvi ld populat ions

Irrcreltsint ly, f lor l  tr l trsloc:t! ious are

bcing consiclcrccl- i tr  colr junction with

othcr l-ccovery actioDs-to hclp sxvc

sc.lruc of oul l) lost thrL' i t tcncd pl lDts. ID

s() l l tc c: lscs, trrt lsloclt l iotrs are thc 
' last

bcst hopc' lo s[op ()t lr  nrosr cr ir icl l ly

cndlrrqclcci plents lronr goinq cxtinct

Flou translocetions arc thc lransfer

of pl;rnt nraterial frotn onc erea ttr

.U )o t l l c r  f t r r  \  o l l s c l  v . r t l ,  ' l l  P t l r po \ ( \ .  l l ) i s

n)ay nlcatr planting more plarrts at a

site wherc the sPecics alretdy occurs

(or used to occur), or at ncw sitcs

rvith appropriate habitat.  In extrenre

cxses! sornc specics h:rvc sufFcrcd such

drlr :r t ic decl i tres in their n:rturl l  hlbit t t

t l l : l t  translocatioD is urgent, but suitable

habitat cannot bc found- ln such ctscs,

planting t seecl orclt l td in a sccurc

location is alr oPtion (see'A safe haven

for threttcned phnts', L4NTD.SCOPE,

Surnrncr 2005 2(X)(r)

Urdcrreking I translocation isn't

eesy. It can reke yeilrs of prcplretion

.nd ther), qivcn rhe lolrgeviry of meny
'Wcstern 

Austral ian spccies, i t  can take

l l l , l l ) y  l l l o l c  y c . l l s  - u r  c v c l l  O ( c i r ( l e (

beforc it is kuorvtt rvhether tllc Phllts
hrvc srrcccsslitlly esttblished. So rvhat

does the process ctrtei l?

Striking new plants

First,  : t  si tc lccds to be fbund.

It  ruusr havc sinri lar hlbitat to trels

rvith exist ing 1'roptr l :r t ions of wi ld

phnts, bur withouc thc sl l trc ki l lds of

l l l r c . r t c t r i t ) q  P ru r  c ' \ . ' '  i t l ) c r c  i '  l l ' r  P ' r i r l t
plirntirr!! at I site widl dlrters, ls rlle

ncw poptl lar ion won't contr ibt l tc t()

long-rcrrn colrserv:rt iol l  of thc sPecics).

Tbis nreens rnatclt ing thc soi ls end

vclletirtioD to thc oriliirlxl sitc-

Thc ncxt stcP ls to PloPagalc
thc  p l  r l r t '  \ r eJs  " r '  p r r r p . rgJ l i t r r r

matcrial (such as ct l l t inqs) caD bc

collcctcd l'ronr rvild phnts encl grorvn

irunrediart ' ly. In solt lc cascs, thc seetl

nrl tcr ir l  has alrcrcly bcerl col lected

and stored i t  low nloistLlre contel l t

: lnd low tempcraturc (sce'C)ur Frozcn

Futurc',  L4 N'DSCO.PE, Wintcr 2(X)1)

:rt  the l)eptrtment of EDViIol lnrerl t

and Conscrvetion\ Threetened Flora

Seed (lcnrrc. Ncrv plents are grorvn for

thc rr lnsloc:rt ion by gerl lr inl t ing seed

in the Threacencd Flore Sced Centre

laboratory, or by srriking rlew roots

on leef and stcnr nl l ter iel using plant

hornrones at rhc ntrrscry Thc nelv

phnts rrc growtr in thc nurscry l t  the

l Jo r r r r r ( '  C . r rde r t '  . r r r l  l ' r I k t  A t r t J ro r i t y .

in corrdit ions that cnsutc tro rveeds'

pests or diseascs :lrc lrenslocated aloDg

with the pl lnrs.
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