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ot \o long ,rLao. Wcstcrn Au\t ir l l i l \

is l :rrrds ucrc :retrr.r lh 1..r: t  oi  thc

Auso-l l i l rr  nuinl lnd. l)rrr ing thc l .rst
q l : t e t . t l  l r l t r i n r t r rD .v ; r r r c  | 3 .1 ) { l ( )  \ c . I \ . l r l o .

thc cxp.r lrdi lrq pol.n i .c pi l .k\ sLr.krd

ol) \ ,r \ t  qui lr)r ir ic\ ()a oacrIr ia \ \ ' i l rcr- A\

.r rc\ulr.  sc.r lcrcls t i l l .  .rrd our i \ l iu)d\

bcc lnc  h igh  po in t r  on : l n  c \p .u r ( l i nq

coirsr.r l  l ) l i r i r) .  Sincc thcn \c. l  Ic\cl \  h.rvc

r i \cr.  rc-t i)r  rr) irrq rod.tr ' \  i r l i rrrdr.

WA\  i s l l nd r  r x r \  i n . r qc  Son rc  o t

t l losc f i l l thcs! t l -onr thc n,r ir l i rrrr l  rnrrr

h i r \ c  cx i \ t cd  t i ) r  15 . ( l l ) o  l c r r - \ .  o th r r \

l i rr  nrrrch lcsr t lnrc l lottncst Isl ,rnd.

l i l  ki Irrrrctres of-t- l)cr th. Ir .rs Jpp.lrcrr! lv

l ' , , r r  r l ' . ' r . r r , , l  t r ' . ' r r r  ' l r (  r r r . r r r r l , r r r , l  I '  r '

7o l l l )  \  c , l l s .  l { c rnu rk rb l r :  Abo r i g i n l l

o r ' . r l  l r i \ t o r  \  r cc , r : t l s  Abo r i q i n . r l

,rr .cst()r\  .r \  bcing .rblc to u;r lk f i rrnr

uh.rt  is nou Fre:rt .rrrr lc ,raross ( i , t l - tc

l \o.rt ls to l{ottrrcsr

N1.rnr isl .rrds h.r, ,c .r  dirt incri . .

. r ppc i l r . u ) cc  F i r cs  . t r c  u \ r r . r l l \ '  I c \ s

l icqucnt on i : l .rnt ls th.rrr orr thc.rt l j . rccrtt

r lr . l inl ,rr i l .  L)ut thc prc\\urc on pl i lnts

t iout qr.rzirtr t  .rr) i l rr .rh is of-terr hiqlrcr

S r r ch  f . r c t o r i  o f t cn  r csu l t  i n  i r l l nd

veqct.rt i () l l  th:rt  is t | .rrrr,r t ic.r l l r  Ll i f tcrcrt

t ionr th.rt  ot t l rc uc.r, tr \  rr l . l i r l l . rr l( l

FroDr .r coDscrvlt t ior st.rDdpoiDt.

lsl .rn. ls rr, l  l rc inrnrcrrrclv r,r lLr.rblc .rs

lcf irgcs t irr  .ruinr.r ls nr.rro,rueri  .rs sc.r

lcvcls losc L.rnccl in Ir l lnd. tbl cr.rnrplc.

u  h i c l r  l i c s  l c r r  t h . r r r  . r  k i l o r r r c t t  t i r ; r r r  t bc

lD,r irrhnd. i \  drc onlv pl lcc \ \hcrc thc

L.rrtccl ir t  Isl .rrrr l  skrDk ((- i Irrrrtrrs i  rrrrt i i rrr)

is nou knorvn to occLlr Intcrcsringl\ l  rhc

ol icirr l  I 'ol 'ul i l t iort  oit l ) is spc.ic\ r)()\ \

xppcirr\  k) hurc r l is lppclrcd f iorn thc

nl i l inl i ] l r( l  Sonrc oi orrt  nrlrDnLrls l l rar

h . r c  be ' co r r c  cs t i r ) a !  ( ) n  t hc  r r J i r ) l J rd

rhlough thc int lor lucrion of thc t irx lrrd

drc c.rt  st i l l  c\ is! on sorlc jsl .rn,.1s. Isl i rncls

.r ln) pn)\ idc phcc\ \ \  herc nr: lnv scrbirds

a.l  ncst. l i_cc t iorr nruv rrr ir inl . t l ]cl

pr cd.rtor\.

I l iolo!r icr l l r ' .  WAls ishnrls r lc

t irscinlt inu pl:rccs to strrd\:  Evcn rhoLlglr

t l rs h:nc bccr isol.rrcr l  t i rr  .r  rcl .r t i \cl \

rhort t inrc. \orne r lrci lLh hlnc lninr:r l

t . ' r  r r r .  t l r . r t  r r (  . l i ' l r r l . (  t r , , r l r  L l r . i l

cor.rDtcr-Plrts oD thL' nlr iDl: lDd. T\\ ' ()

ishnds in thc l lcchclchc Alchiprclrqo

h,nc .rn cnelcrr ic sLrbs|ccics of r l trertc
( l"Ltdonria ,r/ / i r i i  t , l rrrrr r i)  lnt l  t l rc

Hontnrrn Abr-olhos Isl lnd\ lr ,rvc .r

r l ist irct subspccics oisprrrr t .r i lct l  skrlk
(1;1,r'rri r str,l'r'sri srdl'r'sir).

Previous paEe
Main Aerial view of the northern shore
of Lake Hil  ier on Middle lsland.
Photo David Bettini
Inset bottom Native hibiscus (A/og)ne
hakeifolia) after a tie in t977 .
Photo AngasHopkins/DEc
Inset right Fringed heath-blue (Neo/ucla
agrlcola). a common resident butterf y.

Below Fi inders Peak, Mlddle lsland,
viewed from nearby Goose lsland.
Photos - Robett Powell/DEC

The Recherche Archipelago
Thc  l l ) o  o r  r o  i s l . t l t l s  o i  t r r c

l \cchcrchc Alchipehgo l ie off  t i rc

sout]rcrn a(). lst oiWcstclr Austr.r l i . r  c.rsr

of Espcrrncc Thcir cul l icst rccoldcrl

histolv d.rtcs b:rck to l(r27. u hcrr I) ictcr

Nuvts .rrrr l  Fr.rrrcois 
- l-hi jsscrr 

\ isi tc( l  thc

sr)uth coirst of Austr:r l i : r  in thc I)utch

ship ( ) r/,/r'r 7.,t1 t,u n!.T h c n cxr rccorclctl

\ | . | | .  r | | , \ r !  t I I r r I  l i ' r \ c .  \  L r t . r .  r r . r .  r r r

179 | .  rr lrcn ( i lpt:r in Vrrrcouvcr'  :rrr ivcd

.rboirr, . l  t l rc 1)ir ' t i r l r  r  ) , .  Tlrc f ir l losirs rcirr.

l lcur A.lnri l l l  Blunv l)  Entreclstcrrrr.

in corrrrrrrrt l  of r lo ships. Lt l l rhutln

,rnrl  1- ' l : ' rTrtr lrar ' .  \ ' i \ i tcd !hc s()u!h aoi ls!.

:rnt l  nurnctl  thc i : lunrls LArchi i 'c l  dc

l.r  I lcchcrr_hc l)  Entrcc,rstc,rtrr dir l

r r o l .  l r o \ \ c \ r l .  I rR rece r l  t l r r o t rg l t  t l t e

. r r ' , l r r 1 ' , 1 . r ; " .  I  r r r  , 1 " . r  f . I l r (  f  r "  \ k r l
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area is overlain with linestone, and
sand has accumulated in some valleys.
The different soils give rise to a varied
flora. Middle Island is the only island
in the archipelago to have a lake. Lake
Hilliea pink and hypersaline, is located
behind a narrow, steep dune inland
from Belinda Beach.

In November 2003, reserve
nunagement personnel front DEC's
(then CALMT) Esperance ofice visited
Middle Island to rcpair a boardwalk
and erect new reserve signs.We joined
the party to document the islandi
butterfly fauna. November was chosen
as the best Dronth for this purpose. We
also took the opportunity ro observe
the islandt vertebrate fauna and ro
study rts vegetation.

Left Tall eucalypts in long-unburnt
vegetation photographed on Middle
lsland in the 1970s.
Photo - Angas Hopkins/DEc

Below View across Lake Hillier. Eucalypts
and moonahs lMelaleuca lanceolata)
growing densely in the background are
still far from their mature size, more than
26 years after the 1977 Rre.
Photo - Robett Powell/DEC

Because Middle Island is part of
the Recherche Archipelago Nature
Rescrvc, stricr condirions apply to visirs
to the island.

vegetation
In 1972 a major wildfire burnt half

of Middle Ishnd and. Lhe fol lowing
year, staff from the WA Herbarium,
the WA Wildlife l{esearch Cenrre
and other institlrtiot'ls collaborated ro
begin a study of its effects (an account
of which is published in Str/,4NS,
Volume 11, No.2, 1981).These studies
established that, before the fire, Middle
Island had not been burnt for 170
yea$. Unfortunately, a second wildfire,
i n  l oTT .bu rn r  r r r uch  o f t he  ren r . r i n i ng
rrea, precludiDg further study of
vegetation that had rcntained unburnt
for such a long t inre.

On rhe nraiDland nrany tree and
shrub species survive being burnt, and
recover by resprouting from epicornlc
shoots along rheir branchcs, or from
underground rootstocks. Tlre 6res on
Middle Island, however, killed virtually
all the trees and shrubs outright, and the
subsequent regrowth was ahrtost entirely
6om seedling;. Most of the' area we
explored was burnt in the fire of 7()77.
It was apparent rhat,26 yea$ later, rhe
vegetation was f:lr fronr fully developed.
The eucalypts and nroon:rhs (Mcla/crrra
lantcolata) were still quite small and

juvenile. We contenlplared how vcry
different it would have been had the 6rcs
not occurred: the old vegetation would
have had a special beauty and given us
a sense of tinrelessness. Moreover, we
would have been able to get abour nuch
more easily. The old, tall vegeration,
n-Iuch more open at grcund level than
the dense tangle we encountered, would
have allowed us access to Flinders Peak
to look for hilltopping br.rtterflies.

Vertebrate fauna
One  u ran r r r r r l .  l 5  r ep r i l e  spec ies

and a frog have been recorded fron
Middle Island. Our opportunist ic
observations showed that many
species continue to flourish. Tammar
wallabies (Macropts e gefii, were very
colnmon, part icularly in the dense
cover south of Lake Hillier Southern
heath nronitors (Varaaus rcsenlrrgl, the
island's rrain predators, were often
foraging for invertebrates in leaf litter
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nrobi lc lnt l  nl igrrtu)r ' \ ' .  Thcv rrpic:r l lv

tulr) op on isl l I ]ds. cvcrr r l isr.rrrt  oDcs,

\\ 'hcrc thcv blccd oD srr i trblc pl:rrt ts

Wc rccrxclccl .r l l  thlcc on isl lncls of

thc Houtlr iu) Abrolhos group. (ro-

7O ki lorrrct:cs ()fF thc coir\r \ \ 'cst of
( icr irLlco:r.Thc l .rst.  thc corrrrorr rrr.rss-

blrrc. docs not t l \ '  so smruglr ' .  rnt l

plobrblv Icl ics nrorc oD tr\ ' ()LI- i lblc

\vi l ld\ () tr ivcl () isl . lnd\- l)rrI i rg our'

\Ll l- \ 'CY oD MoD(ir.r iD I: l .rnrl . :r lso iD thc

I\cchcrchc Archipchgo. l l  ki lonrct ler

t io:rt  cl tc co:t: t .  rrc r l i r l  rrot cr)aorlrrtcr

t ir is brrrrcl f lv drr l ins thc t lrst thlct '

dlvs. bur l i rund i t  in lbulr l .urcc on

rhc l i )utrh d.rr l  .r frct thc \\ i rrd bcglrr

to blorr '  f i l rr  thc nort lr  cust. nrorc t lrr .

dircct iorr of thc nr.r inl .rrrcl .

The  re r r t . r i r t i r r r :  t \ \ ( )  \ pca i cs  t hc

f i  ingcl l  hcrth bluc (\ ir ' l rr i ,r  ,rqri io/,r)

en 11 rhc qoldt'n-hlirccl sccigc-skippcl

(HtsltLt i l la Lhrysorri , l ta) .uc' l ike11, ro be
pcr-111:rr lcnt rcsrdcrl ts-

Thc h-ingcci hc;rth-bluc * ' ls

corrrror lrcl  rviclcsprc:rd oD Middle

Islend It  brccds orr pJenrs in thc pclr

l i l r i lv (F, ,alac). i r  suclr gcrcrl  . , .

1) l l t t  rara :rrrd LrrI ,rr i ,r .  Specinrc'ns rverc

f irrrnd rrcl l  f lol 'cr iugshr ubs ofPl la l ,rr ' ,1

o/)r1),1/, t ,? rncl Errr, lr i , l  o1rortt , l .  orr rvhiclr

rhc h:-r'lc u'ould lrncloubtecllv fi't'cl

Skipping danger
Tlrc goldcn hri lcd scdrc skipper

\\ 'u\ loci l l lv lbuncl l l l t  alrrg drc clrstclD

shorcl inc of L.rke Hil l ier. \vhere tr lc
plrnr on n,hich thc hr ' \ ' i lc t lcd. colst
. . , \ \ - , ( r l j \ ' , r , , r r r r , r  I r l i , / , r t  { , , * \ r  i r )

x nlr l ' () \ \ 'bclt .  In chc t ' l r lv Dr()rnings.

l l .r lc\ \ \ 'crc sccr l lv irg .ur() lg !hc

Far left A golden haired sedge'skipper
\Hesperilla chrysotricha) on coast saw-
sedge (Gahnla tritda) on which the
larvae feed.

Left Fringed heath'blue butterfly.

Below left Australian painted lady
(Vanessa kershawi), a highly mobile
butterfly and a typical visitor from the
main land.

Bottom Andrew Will iams setting butterfly
spectmens.
Photos - Robert PowelI/DEC

foliagc, st-elching ti>r' ncu'ly enrcreed

t r r r r r r . ' t r J  t .  n r . r l u . .  I  l r , .  l . r ' v . r c  I i v t  i r t

cubul:rr shelters. u4rich rhc-v nrlkc by

plorlucing si lk lnr l  sc\\ ' ing thrr 'e or foLlr
()f  t l lc scclqc's lclvcs cogcdrcr. Onc cncl

of this tubc is lcf i  o;rcr rnd thc l :rrvir

c()r lrcs oLrt occi lsioDrl ly to feecl ()Dce

it is nr.rtrrtc i t  scl ls thc cr)!r ' l r)cc wit l l

i r  \ \ . .1d ()f  si lk lrcl  r lren pupltcs. The

buttc l ics crrrc:gc ir  Novcrrrbcr. lnd

it lL'  ()rr thc u. ir tq f ir :  or]h l  \ \ .cck or-

tNo Hlving nrrtc(| .  thc f i 'nulcs then

L r r  t l r ,  r r  .  { l : \  , r r r  r  l l .  n  d$ .  , r r r r l  r l r ,  l r t i  -

cvclc bcqirs iq.r i l r .

WilLlf l les on isl :rnrls ceu thrc:rrcrr

lc 'siLlcnt bulterf ly popLrlrt ior)s bv

dcsooyirrq tJrc f ir l i rge on \ r ich thelr

lrrvrc t i ' t -d Tlre 1977 t '  nrev rvel l

hevc butnt nluch or i l l  of thc coasc

s:l \ \ ,-scd!tc l t  L.rke Hil l ie. Thc setlgt

skippt 'r '  srr lvivccl.  horvevcr, pxrb:rblv

bccarrsc clrr lrps of t l rc scclgc also occur'

on purts oi tht '  is lrnd nor rf letcd b_v

this f irc

Anahe$' W lranrs rs a senro'
t ech | l  ca  o f f i ce r  a t  t he  Depa r tmen i
of Env fonment ancl Cofservatron s
w cl ie resea-c i  cent-e n Wooclva e
He can be contacted on (08) 9405 51 l7
of lry emai (Andy W ams@
oec wa alov a!J

RoberL Powe I is a keen natura st
who  wo rks  a t  t he  DeDar tmer t  o l
E11v rol]ment and Conservatron s
Kens nej ion off ce He can be contacted
o|1 (08)9334 0430 or )yemal
(Robert Powel @dec wa !ov au)

A enqu r es al loL t vrs t  ng lvl  ddle
ls and shoL-r d be d rectecl to the DEC
F < n o ' : , r . o  D , ( 1 '  . t  . t t  . o  l r  ,  , r h ^ n L n . ,

(08) 9083 2100

50 r-ANr)scoPrl
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