




hen !?il l irm Nairne Clark and
his parry rowed into Norn:rlup

Inlet and then up the Deep and

Frankland r ivers-in 1t141, he recorded
'lofty rvooded hills, rvith tall eucalypt

trces growing close to rhc water'.s edge,

and crowning the surnnrits of these
hish hills, thus c:rsting r deep gloom

over the water aDd nlakiig rhe scenery

rhe nlost ronlantic I ever rvitnessed rn

other quartcN of the globe'.

Elrly sreps weLe rakeD to preserve

this scenic beaury Part of thc' llnd

surroullding the Norn:rlup Inlec hes

been reserved since 1910 in rvhat w;Ls

:rt oDe time knorvn as tlte Nol nalup

Inlet Nationd Park ( later errended

and tenaned Walpole-Nornalup

N;rt ional Park in 1972) and the inlet

systeln has llot been comruercially

fished for several decades.The rc'latively
r.rndisturbed state of the inlet systenr

no doLrbt contributes to dre excellent

recreational f ishing opportunir ies th:rt

still abound in the estuary.

The Stare governmenf established

a rvorking group in 1986 to identi fy

rcpresentrt ive arnd uDique areas of

WAi estuarine aDd m:rrine rvaters for

consideration as part of .1 st:rtc"wide

system of nrarine conservrtion reserves.
TheW:rlpole and Nornalup iIrler systenr

rvls identified by the ensuing report,

released in June 199"1, as a distinct

coastal rype with high conservation

values It  recommended that thc

Walpole lnd Norndup inlets atd tire

t idal parrs of the Frankland, Deep
and Walpole rivers be made a marine

conservatiotl reserve 'as a matter of

high pl ior i ty ' .

Lay of the land
The Walpole and Nornalup il ets

lie about 450 kilometres south of
Perth on WAi south coast The towrr
oft)Valpole is adjacent to the shallow

(approxirnately one rnetre dc'ep) 100-

hectare Walpole l er, which is fed by
the fteshwaterWalpole River.The larger
(13(X)-hectare) and deeper (up to 6ve

metres) Nornalup lnlet is fed by the
freslrrvater Deep River and the salner

Fnnkland River.The Deep andWalpole

rivers have foresred catchments, while

5.1 per cent ofthe Frankland heldlvaters
have been clcarc'd for farms, rrraking

the LuD-off water somewhat salinc.
The estuaries arc joined by l  natural

one-kilometle-long and two-metre-

decp clrrrrrcl . l rordcrcd by 'crep gr.r l i te
hills and rocky shorcs.These ire known

local ly as'The Knolls ' :rnd are covered
with detse karr i  foresr. Other channels
h;rve been dredged to. l low boxts to

n:lvigate fronl the town jetry to the
ocelrr b.rr.  Bcc.rrrsc the i [ lst Dloutlr  is
protected from prevailing rvinds and
srvell by ar adjacent rocky herdland,

and due to tlrc high ure of rvater

discharge into the system from dre
three rivers, the cstuar ies forrn thc only

PCnll i l I lel l t ly oPcD e\tu,rr ir)e sy\ lc|])  in

the south west. As e result, tlre Walpole
and Nornrh.rp inlets experience
nrar ine-like conditions for nost of the
year and are more biologically diverse
thaD most estuarine systenrs in south-
western Australia.

The Deep River of the Sealers
One of the Indigenor.rs tr ibes

that tomadically r.rsed the Walpole

and Nornalup rrer wlrs known xs rhe

Minang. Renuins ofrock 6sh traps can
sti l l  be found in the inlets. Indigenous
people also made spears from young
'Warren 

River cedar (Agouis .juuipcritra)
grolving on the shor-es of the inlets.

These people c,r l led t l tc ere.r Nor-Nor-

Nup, the 'place of the Norne' (black

snake). Both dugitc's and tiger snakes

are conDnon arould the edges of the
inlets.

Even before Albany was established
in 1826, sealers, including some ex-

Previous page
Maln Nornalup Inlet with 'The Knolls' in
the background.
Photo - Alex Bond

Left The mouth of Nornalup Inlet is
permanently open to the ocean.
Photo - David Betlini
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Left Tall karri forest along the Deep
River, one of the last totally forested
river catchments in the south west.
Photo - Brett Dennis/Lochman
Transparencies

Below left A blue swimmer crab eats a
snn mp.
Photo - Ann Storrie

Biological diversity
Surrounded by undulat ing hi l ls and

majestic forests, rhe tranquil lvaters

of the Walpole and Nornah-rp inlets

support seaglasses, algae, a diverse array

of shelllish and orhel lnirnals living

in the estuary f loor, both narine and

estuarine f ish species and a variety

of rvlterbirds, seabirds and shorebirds.

Marine rvonns lrc abundant throughout

the estllrry and a nutnbel of snrall

.rqu.rr ic \nJrl  .prcics c.rrr be fouod in

the fr i l lging rushes. Typical estuarine

bivalves such as nlussels and trough

shells are lound near dte entLlttce

to the FrirDkland River. Sonre prarvn

specics, the blue srvirnrrrer crab and

rrrrrd bulrorvirtg clrb rre r l .o lotrrrd irr

the iDlets.

The open inlet rrrouth, the nl ixing

of fresh lnd srlt rvalers, river deftas and

two large inlets result in diverse nrarine

habitats and a grear range of fish

species. Black brc'rm, rvhiting, crevally,

herring, juvenile !?estern Australian

srlnlon rnd even pink snapper rre just

a few of at least -10 flsh species that

have been recorded here, including

larger fish such rs sharks, rvhich are

unconlnlon in other esturr ies. The

slnooth hanunerhead shard, southeln

shovelnose ra,v, bhck sting;ray, eagle ray

and guDrmy shark have all been found

in the Walpole and Nornalup inlers.

Eagle rays and gunrnry sharks lrave been

particularly abundanr, though gutrrmy

sharks are con6ned to the outer basrrr

o f rhe  No rn . r l up  l n l e r  r vh r re  r , r l i n i r y  i .

the highest.

A {ish rvith :rn interesting lifesryle,

the pouched lamprey (Ccotria arrstmlr-r),

occurs in its larval stages in the Deep

and Walpole rivers, burrowing into

the shaded organical ly-enriched

riverbeds for nlore than lour years,

before migrating ro the ocean via the

rwo inler ' .  Arrrong rhc rro\t  prirnit ive

of living 6sh, lampreys have a jarvless
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alquatic ecosystenrs as a single unit,
'o che indicarivr nr.rnlgenrenr plan i '

integrated with the drlfr nanagenent

plan for the Walpole \Vilderness Area

and adjacent parks and reserves

The indicative management plan

pfoposes to protect the plants and

animals a[d the wilderness characrer

of the area, while allowing visitors to

continue to f ish, tour:rnd hol iday on

and around the inlets. lt is envisaged

that economic benefits of sustainable

rnanagenlent of the inlets lvill flow to

theWalpole coinruniry [t is ir]portant

to ensure th€ local conrmunity feels

ownership of the inlets, participates rn

managing the area, and feels confident

in their long-term prctection.

Vision splendid
The indicative iranagenent plx|l

is based on inpr.rt frorn a communiry-

based focus group fornred in 2003

to assist the forner Departnent of

Conservatiol and Land Managnent

(now part of the Department of

Environment and Conservation) to
guide the conservation and nranagement

ofthe proposed Walpole and Nornalup

inlets marine park.

The relelse of the indicative

rnanagernent plan in August 2006 was
just one ofl raft ofrecent lnajor marine

conseNatiol'l initintives.The plln's release

was closely followed by rhe release ofan

indicative ruanagement plan l'or the
proposed Geographe Bay/Leeuwin-
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Natr.rraliste/Hardy Inlet marine park. It
is anticipated that a 6nal management
plan for the Shoalwater lslands Marine
Park will be released in early 20O7,
followed by the 6nal nanagenent plan
for the proposed Dampier Archipelago
Marine Park and Cape Preston Marine
Management Area.

The Recherche Archipelago,
a 20O-kilometre-long smattering of
nore than 300 islands off the coasr
of Esperance (see 'Researching the
Recherche', L NDSCOPE, Winter
2003), will be the next area considered
for marine reservation, a process that
will be undertaken in parallel with a
regional marine planning process for
the entire south coast of the State.

'Western 
Australia is blessed with

a reurarkable and unique marine
environment. We have a special
responsibility to protect and conserve
this wonderful marine heritage.
A comprehensive, adequate and

Above Tidal areas of the Deep River wi
be included in the marine park.
Photo - Brett Dennis/Lochman
Transparencies

gelow Great crested grebe.
Photo - .liti Lochman

represenlatrve Dlarlne reserve systeDr

wil l  form :r 'str ing ofperr ls '  (see'Vision

Splendid',  L.4NDSCOPE, Spring
2003) gracing olrr coast. The value

of such a nrarine reserve system lvill

apprcciate ln years to collle, as areas rn

other parts of the world are affected

by ever-increasing population pressures

and industr ial development. Managed
properly, our marine reserves will

allow future generations of Western

Ausrral ian' to reap che .resrhetic.

recreJrionJl Jtrd Econol ic benefirs

such a system can conGr.

Carolyn Thomson Dans is a long't  me
editor and contr ibuior ta LANDSCOPE
and has writ ten and edited nLrmerous
departmenta publications. She has
a speclal interest in the marlne
env ronment She can be contacted
on (08) 9389 8&4 or by emai (carolyn.
thomson dans@dec.wa.gov.au).

Nlany thanks to Gary N4urr, Lee and
Geoff Fern e, Peier B dwe land Leanne
Thompson tor iheir input into the
arltcte.
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