
'Mundar ing  Na t iona l  Park '
'Mundar ing  Na t iona l

Park '  covers both s ides

of  a val ley created by

the  HeLena  R ive r  be low

Mundar  ng  We i r  and

Lake C Y O'Connor,

Above Wildflowers at'Mundaring
National Park'.
Photo - Rob Olver

Facing Page
Above dght top Lookout on Weir View
Walk in 'Mundaring National Park'.
Photo - Michael Phillips
Above ght Fred Jacoby Park is home
to a heritage-listed oak tree-believed
to be the oldest in WA. The specially'
designed boardwalk is PoPUlar for
picnics and photos.
Photo - Ron D'Raine
Far dght Helena River in'Mundaring
National Park'.
Photo - Michael Phillips
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he 4500-hectare park lies less
rhan an hout's drive east of
Perth in the Darling Range. lt

rvas officially gazetted in November
2004 under the State government's
Protecti g Ott Old Crouz,lr Forests policy

but the name 'Mundaring National
Park' remains unoflicial.

The parki natural values become
obvious during late winter and spring,
rvhen colourful wildflorver species
appear among the jarrah forest,
woodlands and granite outcroPs.
Recreation sites within the park

include The Dell, Forsychl Mil l,
Gungin Cully, North Ledge, Pimelia
ar,d Grevillea Mycr:mbene. The n-rost
popular, horvever, is Fred Jacoby Park
on Mundaring Weir Road.

Fred Jacoby Patk
The history of Fred Jacoby Park

dates back to the 1870s when the
Darling Range was first being sectled.
tsefore the turn of the cenrury, Fred

Jacoby Park was a vineyard orvned
by W. Jecks. Mr Jecks is thought to
be responsible for planting the large

English oak tree (Qriantts ro0rtr) rn

abor.tt 1870.
Whcn Jecks died in 1896, brothers

Matheison and FredJacoby bought the
property and named it 'Portagabra'.

In 1904, Fred Jacoby became the sole
orvner and began to develop :rn orchard,
growing vegetables and daffodils. He
then built the Goldfields Weir Hotel
(now the MundaringWeir Hotel). Fred

Jacoby died in 1955 and his daughter,
Elfieda Devenish, presenred Portagabra
to the people ofWestern Australia, to be
nr.rnrged by the Forest' Departnrent.

Between 1956 and 1958, the
property lvas developed ;rs a golf

course rnd rtt.ttty .rrborcturtt species
rvere planted.The golf course remained
there until 1969, when the club moved
closer to Mundaring. tn 1973, rhe
Forests Department began developing
Fred Jacoby Park for casual forms
of recreation. The Forests Department
rnd its successor, the Department of

Conservation and Land Managtrent,
rnanaged it berween 1975 and 2002. A
tinrber boardwalk was built around the

English oak tree.The large oPen gmssy
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