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Main BLrlb I  watsonia (Watso/l la orerlara
ssp. bulbi l l i feta) invad ng thc hcrb r lch
shrub ands afcl winter wet c aypans ol
[ / ]ee on Natlrre Reserve
Plloto Kate Btown

Top Rully clock (Acetosa vcs/ca/]a)
is a widespread weeci n the Pi lrara
Major control measures by DEC, i in ng
conrpanies. ma n roacls and the pLrbl ic
are inri t ing i ts nrpact and spread
Phab - Rab Olver

Above left  Kate Brown fron tors the
effect vefess of grass-select ve herbic des
ar Ttibal iLt]J, a weedy grass targeted as
part of biod versity conservat of n t iat ves
in the Swan reg on.
Plioto GrazynaPaczkowska

Left Weeds and nat ve plants conrpete
w th each other near Gingin.
Phota Sallyanne CaLtsans
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Eradlcatlng Quobba cactus
The attack on Quobba cactus s a major conservat on success story. Approximately
40 species of cactus are naturalised in Australia. Most of these (30 species) are
in the bfoadly circumscribed genus Opurlla, which is current y norma ly divided
rnto three generat Apuntia, Austrocylindrapuntia and Cylindropuntia. fhese
weeds mainly infest areas of summer rainfa in semi ar d Australia.

Six taxa of Cylindropuntia (C. imbricata ln NSW, VIC and SA; C. tunicata n
NSW, SA, VIC and WAt C. arbuscula n NSWi C. /eplocaulls in NSW and SAi C.
spinosiot ir NSW; and C. fulgida vat. mamillata in WA) are now naturalised in
Austra a. The genus is from southern USA and Mexico.

Quobba cactus (Cyllndropuntia fulgida) is currently known from one nlesiatonon
Quobba Station which ies B0 k lometres north of Carnarvon €n a low imestone
ridge north of the homestead The nfestat on covers between 12 and 20 hectares.
Here, the cacius s oca y abundani and s probably spreadlng via detached
segments rathef than by seed. Quobba cactus cou d be a malor threat to the
entire karst systern of the North West Cape and the coastal imestone habitats
between Sl'rark Bay and Karratha espec ally where fires are infrequent.

ln eastern Austfalla some widespread species of Cylindropuntia are control ed
by cochineal beet es, but ihis s not practical n WA Conservation employees are
k ing the plants by meansof the herbic de Garlon in Diesel or by pu ng them up
and burning them. Thanks to this work, the infestation has been greatly reduced
and is on tafoet to be eradicated bv 2007

Statc. ;urcl nrrni lgcrneDt guidel irres to

r-eclucc' leerl risk cluring dtr' brc'ecling

lnd sclcct ion process.

Anocl 'rcl  group in I)EC'.s Scicnce'

l) ivisiorr is checking thc n:rt ir ' r

species being n i :r l led fbr tbr:eqc, such

rs orfl)qc \\irttlc (-l(irr'/.r -r,iiigr,l). tor

rhcir lcccl incss lnd potL' l l t i l l  to cl-oss

poll i r) ir tc \ \ ' i th Iocal fbrrrrs oi drcsc

specics O nqe \\r f f le is J WA species

tlurr extcrrds n()rth to thc Mulr:hisorr

l\iver .rud cas! illruost to Isrir!'lit!' Bly

It  hls bcconrc. l  scl ious p! 'st in Soutl l

Af i- ic:r.  lhcre ir  rres introduced ro

conrbat soil erosion, so it is best ro bc'
safe rather rhan sorr,v!

Staying ALERT
l {enrovins rveeds befbrc thcy

bccoruc rvidcsprr':rd is the nrost cost

etlective nells of leducitg the futurc

rveed nrenacc While this hlts becrr

long rccogrrisccl as idc'al,  f i rncl ing these

proqrams h:rs trcen dif l icult .  si :rce suclr

rvccds ofic'n occur on vircilnt lands that

ire not the di lect respoisibi l i ty ofany

llncl rrunegcnrcnt or collsclvetion bod)'.

Ho*'c'ver, thrte recent dcvc'lopnlc'nts iu!

provinrr highly cf lcct ive in c'radicating
potcntiel nc\v \vecds.

Weed control scientists h:rve' listcd

Austr:rli:rls 2(| rvorst u'eeds Wccds of
Nrt ionrl  Signit icancc (WONS) rnd

a second list of potcnli.rl rvccds that
neecl to bc cr:rclicatcd (ALEIIT list).

Whilc rhis hu crat.rlccl soruc fc'derrl

l i rrrdi lg , ' i  thus,: 1'ucic' .  uspe(i,r i ly for

biologicll control encl trrsetins via the
Nlturl l  l {csonrcc Mlneqcmeuc (NRM)

proccss, nurly orrtbrerks of sPccies on
the ALEI{T list r-eurrinccl unettcndcd

This is chenging DE(l recenrly

receivccl tirndins to cmplw -l{ ) rdditional

seesonal firtfighters, rvho arc ar':ril:rblc

hrr rvccd corrtlol prograDls in tirc wil-rter
l l ronths. Prograi)s for drc conservation

crrrployc'es rre set elrly each ycar, and

nrorc d)an 20 rvccd control projects

llrc rurdcrlvly. The rvorkers have been

ablc to rackle se'vcrNl potc'ntially serious

rveeds. iucludins rthel pinc rt  Llkc

Boonderoo (sce the box on page -13)

and the Quobbl c:rctr.rs (sec the box

abovc). Sincc pcoplc lnd resources
are usr.r l l lv t)re l i rnit ing l ictot i l  wced

control, thesc acldirional c'urployees are

alrcrdy nraking a nujol contr ibution

Above Spraying Quobba cactus.
Photo - Scott Godley

Left A valley overgrown with introduced
watsonta.
Photo - Sallyanne Cousans
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