


hills s'crc rvidesplerd (see 'l'erth hills

he eRicrs oi thc JiLnu.rry 2(x)5
clciibcr.rtclv-lit rvildtirc irr the Perth

conrnrLrr i t ics had to bc prcpercd

ro plotcct drcir horncs or c\llcuirtc-

Thc rcst of the St;rtc lookcd on rs

orchlrds. fencing, iirrnr building; encl

pirc pl lnt l t ions lcrc dureqcc{ encl

scctions ol tlre Mr.rncle Bitlcli Tnil .rnd

lJibbulurr.rn Tnck s'er-e trrrrnt. Tlrc'

crosion of soil b.rrcd b,v thc s,irrrcr

ins rcsultcd in si l t i rrg of strclrns lnd

dctcriorltion of the *':rrct qLreiio of

l)crthls clrchnrcurs

An event to learn from
The proxinritv of rlre' flrc to Pctlr

cirv-iurd its sizc and inrcnsit),-rvls
urll ikc ar)y pra'vioLrslv cxpcricnccd inWA.

Ir lvrs clcer c-lrl1' on thrr thc firc rvould

preserr! rnlny leirrrr ir l l l  opporc!nit ic\ fbl

lgc'ncies inr,olvccl irr firc srrpprcssiorr ;Lrd

biodiversitv sciclcc. I t  i lso bcclDrc cleiLr

to the I)cparbl)cDt of EDvilonnrent and

Colscrvationls ( l)EOis) Scnior Project

Ofllccr, Liz Moorc. rrrd rhc Perth hills

EcoEduc:rr iorr tcrnr. t l rrr WA telchen

end r lreit  srrrdents could i l lso lerrn

vrlueble lessons. So, as thc grccn shoo$

LTeglrr co sprorrt . l rd lhc bush begil l l  to

r-L-gcneri!c. drc scccl rvas bciog so\,rl

tbr 'Fi lc. l  fbrtc of l i l iJ thc ncrvest of

I)ECls EcoEclLrcation progl lnrs.

Hands on
'Firc, ir lbrce of lifi' is r pr.ogrrrrr

oflc:inc professionel le:rrrring deys fbr

tcrchel-s. rcsou11cs fbr drc classrr:orr

;Lrrd lunds on excLrLsion :rct ivir ics l t

rv.rs clcsigrccl fbr Ycirrs lo. l l  lnd 12 to

develop le.rr:rilla in rlrc curriculuur lu-r:as

of Scicnce, Society :rncl Ertvir-orrrttent,

and Englisir. Tlre fllJ-d.1' excursiolt ts

brsecl rt the I'erdr Hills Nrtiorrl l)ruks

Ccnoc irr Mr.rnd;rr ing (scc pegcs l f l  19)

close !o d1c rvi lcl f i rc si tc. Activi t ics arc

hlrrds on. giving scu<lents rur irrsight

i r r r o  r l r r '  i r r p , r .  t  . r l  i i r e , r r r  b ro . i r ve r ' ' i q  i r r

fbrcsc ccosvstcrrs; drc intcrrchdorrshrps

berrvecn firc, plirnrs ancl rnillirls; lnd

thc rolc of scierrcc in susteineblc folcsr

l l t i l t ) i lgcn)cr)t ,

Studenrs erc tekcn ort l  tour of

perr of drc s'ilcltire rRlctecl ller (the

file'.s .rctu.rl pclilrctcr w:rs .rbout 160

kilonctrcs) lltl thcy clo slrnpli:re *'ork

irr cprldrlrs set Llp il1 ilrcirs burnt by rhe

flrc to lssess chlnges in thc biodiversiry

Photos takcn ir t  sct poiDts hclp to

ilh.rstnte thc chengcs to thc plurts lnd

, r r i r r . rK  r r r  t l r e  r r , ' r l l r .  t o l l o r v i r r g  t he  t r l r .

Stuc{cnts use biologic.rl lnd geogmphicrl

6elcl techniclucs !o cxl lr inc thc irnpiLct

Ptevious page
Main During a professional learning
day for teachers, Liz l\4oore (standing)
checks a quadrat in the area burnt by
the 2OO5 wildfire.
fnset The fringed lily (Thysanotus
manglesianus) is one of the species that
has resprouted in the burnt area.
Photos RhiannaK|qE/DEC

Left The wildfire in the Perth hil ls burnl
through 28,000 hectares.
Photo Ron D'Raine

urdcr f lre, L]\D.SC()PI. WiDtcr '

2005). For lhnost scr,en dlys, rt tuch

of the l)crth nrctropolitill rlcll \\'ils

bhnkcted irr sr lroke. Ah)losr l5(x)

firet'igirtc'r's fio r rvh.rt \\'rs thcn thc

l)eparbucrt of ( lonscrvetion end Lancl

Managcrrrcnt. t l re Firc :rrrcl  Erncr-gencv

Sc'rvices Authorirl,. thc For-es! l)rocltlcls

Clorunrission, WA l)olicc lntl vohrrttcers

.rssisrcd rr irh rhe f ire sr.rppressiorr

oPcIl t lon.

ljccluse the flrc rvas itl thc fbrc'st\

inrnrc'cl irr tel l  c. lst of I)crth. Dc:ubv

{'$.t
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