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Above Mosquitofish were introduced
in the 1920s as a control agent for
mosquitos
Photo - Babs and Bert wells/DEc

Left A suburban drain, whele one-spots
have recently been discovered.

Below left and right One-spots from
South America were specially bred from
having a single spot (left) to having
speckles (right).

Bottom A brood of fully developed
embryos and eggs removed from a
pregnant female.

gottom dght A one-spot livebearer at
actuat srze.
Photos - Mark Maddern

behlviour towirds, and corllPetitioD

for fbocl rvith, rutive fish. Furtherrnorc,

nroscluitohsh are poor coDsurrlers

of rrrosqui[o hrvac compared with

the rlrtive tish rhey often replace.

Unfbrtunrtely, nruch l ike rhe cltrc tord

(Bry'i' rrr,riril-r), rvhilc uroscl.ritofi sh rvere

rcleescd rvith the best intcntions, drey

hrvc beconre ltn ccokrgicitl clislstcr lt

is of concc'rn thur a tcl l  cstatr l ishcd

and highly srrcccssfir l  invlclcr strch as

thc rrrosrluitoi isl t  tr t ly heve bccn out

conrpctccl . trrcl  rcphccrl  by olrt '  spot

l ivcbclr.c 'rs

Control
Norv rhlt  orrc-spots l t lvc bccotne

csreblishc'd in Pcrrh rvltc:rveys. rvhlt

ca bc d() l le ro t1' t l t()r 'c orconttol therrr?

Physicl l ly rc:noving or Poisoninq f ish

is possible only in sntal l ,  confinecl

l , r i . r r i , ' r r <  . r r r . l .  t r r l i , r l l r r r , r t c l y .  . r \  o l l c

spots.r'c norv csrablishcci irr nr:rny crc'cks

lnd r ivers rvithin the rtrctropol i t ln lrcl

this strirtcgy rvor.rLl lre tlrtsttccessfrtl

Other potenri i l  aorttrol srrrteqies n)iry

inch.rclc reintroducirrg l:rrgc'r', tt:rtive fi slt

r r h i i l r  r r r , r 1  I , r cv  . r r  J l r \ e r ) i l u  o r r c '

spors lnd hclp control their r l l rntbct-s.

T y p r . , r l l 1 .  ,  r r c c  I r l r , , ( 1 u L ( d  \ l \ r ( i c \

bccorne t irnt lv cst;rbl ishecl i t  is vcry

dit l lcult  to renrove thcrn The rttost

inrpolt:u1t strlttcgt- is !o pr1'vcnt the

furthcr lclclsc itrrcl spr.c':rd of one-spots

lrouncl Pctth t trrough grertet ptrbl ic

cciucetion.

[,4ark Maddern, from the School of
Anima Biology atThe University ot
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of one-spots, and iheir potentia to
affect natural ecosystems. f  you see
one'spot I  vebearers in south_western
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0422 068 870 or by ema I
(mark.maddern@gmai com), or the
Department of Fisherles translocat on
off cer on (08) 9482 7205. lvark is
a reclpient of a Land and Water
Austra ia postgraduate scholarshrp
and acknowledges f inanc al support
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