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F{.rr.rrc lshld w.rs l i l r)rcd [ 'v Frrr i l r
I

I  . xp lo r ' . r  N r ,o i . r s  B . rL r t l i r r  i r r  l x t t l

l t ier Pic:-re Frrrrc, the geogrlphcr

;rtroerd rhe Aidrr?/Ntc, rvho 6rst sarv

rr ld drc'w the island plau. The 6000-

hcctale island Jics in l) isappointnelr

l { c . r i l r ,  e l ' t  oT  l ' e ro r )  l c r r i r r . r r l . r  i r r

Shlrk B;Ly,;rnd is visible f iour thc bclclr

at Monkcy Mi;r (see nrap on pl l je l9).

Pastoral history
A pastor:rl lelsc fbr tbc isl;rnd rvas

{ r . l n t r d  t o  C l r , r r ' l c .  U ro . rd l t t u . t  i l

l x73  t . ' r  pc . r t l i r r c  I l r t r l r \ l \ .  l l r c r )  i r )

l t i t t3 to WD Moore rnd Oourpany,

*'hich rele:rsecl angora !lo:lts fionr

South Afi icl  on to thc isl lncl.  The

Hoult t'hrnily of l)cnh;Lnr rook ovel

rhe lcrsc in 1905. stockinq t lre ishnd

r r  r t l r  . r , l d i t i o r t . t l  . l r r qo r . r  qo , r l '  . r r l d .  L l t e r ' .

r lc: ino sheep. Stocking ntcs on the

tunusull ly productive ishnd rclched

highs ofnrorc thrn 27(x) sheep in 1971,

*'ell bcyoud its estinlilted clpacity of

1700. Morc thaD 3.1(X) shccp \vere

rerlovcd iu 1999 rvhcn the Hoult

fiurilv sold rhe lease.

Thc Hor,r lrs spcnr plt  of elch ycar

i l  r  t in 'homcstead' ;rr dre soudtern

end of thc ishncl that looked ovcr f ie

slullo\! rrrrqloise \\'.lten of Hanrclitr

Pool torverds rhe rnainland. In tfrc

mrly yr,rr, i  Dick Horrl t .  r l rer r Ld ir t

his tu,enties, relrenlbercd nroving up

to 15f)0 sheep irt 1 tiDlc orl a[ ex-

pearling lugger to Nanga Statiort ort

thc rnainl:rnd, follolved by six rveeks

of droving south :rlong the coast to

Norrhampton. In latter years, stock

rvele taken to Monkey Mia by ba:ge

then truckc'd southNards.

Snuller lots of -10 to 50 gorrs

werc tral lsported to Northan) or the

Clarenront slle yards in Perth, lvhere

drey fecched rs uruch.rs gl{)(X) a head.

I) ick also recounced the post-rvar years,

rvhen rvool plices \\,ere high at a
"pound for a pound",;rnd leaner years

through the 19d)s, 1970s and 1980s,

rvhen fishing wis thc family's nlainstay.

Horvever, despite the ch;rllenges of

nrovins stock 6'<1111 the isl lnd lnd t irues

Previous page
Maln Faure lsland.
Photo - David Bettini
lnsets from left Western barred
bandicoot.
Photo - Babs and Bert Wells/DEc
Banded hare-wallaby.
Photo - Linda Reinhold/DEc
Greater stick'nest rat.
Photo - Jiri Lochman
Boodie.
Photo - Andrew Butbidge/DEc
Djoongari or Shark Bay mouse.
Photo - Babs and Bert Wells/DEC

Below Faure lsland.
Photo - Maie Lochman

of low comrnodity prices, the venture
rvas profitable.

Australian Wildlife
Conselvancy

The Aust ra l i r r l  Wi ld l i fe
Conselvancy (AI7C)-a non profir
organisation dedicated to conserving
Australia's biodiversity-purchased
Frur.r: Isl:rnd in 1999 to esrablish viable
populations of threatened mamrnals
on the islxDd lDd i|r it intc ccological
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Top left  Pled corntoraft.
Pl loto SallyanneCousans

Centre left  A feral cat on Faure lsland In
June  2000 .
Plioto - Greg KeigherY/DEC

Left Wesiern barred band coot
Plioto - Blair Parcons/CSIRO
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niunes such as Shaggy, Strrcppy, Himby

and Kettle-following their release on

Faure Island. Radio collars with a year's

battery life, combined with theit lack

of movement away li_onl the release

site and ease of capture in cage traps,

provided outstanding Post-tr.lnsloc:rtion
monitoring results. The aninli s clearly

preferred the cltoseu habitatat the rele:rse

site, dominrted by thick pockets of

rvantr and kr:rrra (A@cid tclt.tgotnphllla)

along the dure ridges.

By contrast, the rldio collared br.rt

nanreless djoongl i rnoved awy fronr

their release site in che 6rst four rveeks

]- ,r

and tracks werc noted throughout the

isl:rnd. Radio collars typically lasted only

five weeks due to weight constraints'

and a number of djoongari were killed

by a pair of southern boobook owls m

June and by Gould's monitors (/ararttts

gorridir) in October Nevertheless, radro

r r rck ing  c lear ly 'hor red  d . ;oong. r r i

prcferred coastal arels dominated by

berch spiniGx (Spnrlftr /orlgtfoiirts) and

completely avoided the acacia shrublan ds

that cover uost of the island.

Monitoring and population
growth

AWCI l .rst rrrrt t tr l  srrrvey of n.t t ivc

and tr:rnslocated anilDals on Faute

lsl:rnd in July 2006 produced a boodie

bonanza. The 17 founders had givel

rise to an estimated population ofnlorc

than 400 animals in foLrr yeats-a good

demonstration of the capaciry of our

Dative wildlife to recolonise habitat tt't

the absence of introduced predators!

Given the chance, boodies can produce

up to three Young each Year.

Left Faure lsland Project Officer Jo
Will iams releasing a boodie during the
animal survey.

Below AWC Director Ross Ledger and
south-west manager Alison Dugand
setting cat traps for western barred
bandicoots after their translocation from
Heirisson Prong.
Photos - Jacqui Richards

The strong growth of the boodie

populat ion, however, created a

significant nlonitoring problem. As 41

per cent of cage traPs were frlled bY

boodies, fewer tr.1ps were available to

nrore trap-shy species. Fifteen western

barred bandicoots-five of theIrr born

or Faure Island-and onlY three

banded hare-wallabies were captured.

Fortunrtely, tf ilck cotlnts, spotlighting

and ;rdditional tlrgeted trappingshowed

thrt popul:rtions of both species were

likely to be iIr excess of 50 :tnitnals

each.
The boodies also Provided an

opportunity to learn llrore about the

ecology of this sPecies in il ltlore

.rccesrible loclt iort t l rrrt  the wild Berrl ier

and Dorre island poptrhtions. Feliciry

Donaldson, a PhD studel'tt of the The

Univelsity of Western Australia has

sp€nt the Pasl couple ol-years studying

the taxononly rnd genetics ofrelnnant

boodie populations on Bernier, Dorte

i lDd B.l lrorv isl :rndt .rrrd l l )e gerret ic

conicqrrerlceq of trJt l \ loLJtlol ls to sire\

such as Faure Island.

Banded hare-wlll;rbies have had

more thirD a yearl head start on the

rvestern barred bandicoots, but usually

produce a single yonng each year, while

the bandicoots cau produce up to three

young per litter and np to four littels

per year ilt rrpid succession.

More than 100 djoongari were

trapped in July 20t)6, a signif icant

increrse from the 40 clught in the

previous aluu;tl suNey. Their tmcks

cover the island. lt is tilre to see slgns

of che introduced house mouse, and

encouragitlg tlut the native rodents

are faring nuch better. Its ability

to produce uP to five Youllg Per
litter means the djoongari is likely to

continue to increase and outcolllPete

the intrcduced house urouse

It is early days for the greater

5l ick-nest rats of Frure Island. buc i t  i '

hoped that their population size will

follow the trend of rapid grcwth seen

by the other four species of threatened

mamlllals.

weighty gains
Many Austr l l ianr strtrggle againrr

weight gain, but the reve$e is usually

true for our native animals, which

conpete for food in an often harsb arrd

unforgiving environnent. Boodies xnd
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