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:u'nac Islandl iesebout l0ki lometres

south-rvest of Fremalt lc, r ising

from the sel bet*,een its better-knorvn

and lalger leighbours, Glrden lnd

Rottnest ishnds. Several thouslnd years

ago,lll thrte rverejoiued to tlre rlrinlaud

lvhen sea levels rvere signif icrndy

lorve'r. Nyootrgar people knerv this

litde island as Ngooloolr, r;ryup, rvhiclr

nreans'place of l i t t le brother'  (Rottnest

lsland rvas thc big brodrer).

French explolet Lotris dc Freyclnet,

clptain of the Cdjrrd, '1,t ,1, was the 6rst

t r r l opcJ l l  l o  g i vc  t he  i sh r rd  r  n . ' t l r r .

i l e  Pe l i .  1 r l r . . r , r i r r g  
'B . r l d  l s l . r r r d ' t .  i r r

lE { r3 .  C . rp t J I I r  J . r r t t u .  S t r r l i r l g  c l r ' r r r g rd

irs nrme to Car nac Island in l  iJ27

in honour of his First Lieurenant

John Cernac. T\\,o yeals later, Stir l i lg

returned ls Lieutenant Governor rvi th

scttlers !o establish rhe Srvan River

Colorry. One of his ships, che Paunclia,

ran lground bet*,een Woodman Point

rnd C:u'nac Island lnd 29 pcople rvele

forced to spcnd 6ve dl,vs on thc island

until their vessel could be reflo:rted

Since th:rt  t inre, Clrnlc Isl irnd h:rs been

used brief ly rs a jai l  for Aboriginal

prisoners, a rvb:r l ing slr l t ion r lnd a

qr.rarantine sterion fbr the Port of

Frerrrantle. Dur ingWorld War I,  Carrrac

rvrs acquired by the Cotrrttronrvellth

GovernrneDt l-or defence purposcs. I t

rvas returned to the State (loverlllt'tcnt

in 19(r1 and rvas declared a ulture

reserve in 1963.

After a 200-year atrserlce, rhe Frcnch

have retutncd to Carnac Islatrd ou a

new quest of discove'ry The attracnotl

norv is a renrarkal:le popularion of

Irgcr '  . trrkcs (ol Jt l \ l  l igers lo l l lc ir

devotees) thrt exist on this tiI'ty island

ofjust 19 hectrres. A chance meetiug

:lt a col]fel1'nce in Chiz6, a littlc village

l r t o  k r l o r t eucs  ro r t h  o f  Bo rde . l u \  i r r

rvesr ccntral Frtnce, led Prolessor Doo

Bredsharv ofThe Universiry of Westerlt

Austral ia to invite herpetologist Xrvtcr

Bonnet of the Centre Ntt ional de l :r

Recherche Scientifique (the Frenclr

ecluivalenr of the CSIRO) ro vrnt

Perdr to conduct ecological researcl-t

on tigel snakes (Nltrtcr/ri-r -trritarrrs). Irr

1997, Xavier travcl led from his base

in Chiz6 (rvhich, as Xrviet is keetr

to exphiu, was rhe site of :r French

victory ovcr the Brit ish in 1373) to

Perth to bcgin research. Since that rr ip,

thc' rvor* h:rs blossotrrcd ro includc

resemchers fronl the DePartuleit  oi

Environnrenc and Colrservation (DEC)

rnd the University of Sydney. The

island h;ts also been e nujor field sttc

Previous page
Main Tiger snake.
Photo - .Jiri Lochman

Above Carnac lsland s main beach.
Photo - David Pearson/DEc

Below carnac lsland.
Photo - Dennis Sarson/Lochman
Transparencies

for t*,o studelts rvho cornpleted their

doctoral studies on the cvolut ionary

ecology of t iger snakes.

Mysterious origins
Tiger snlkes occur rcross tenlperate

soLlthern Austl  i l l i t ,  incJuding Tastlr lnra

Thci l  presencc on l  nuruber of

islards in l l i rss Stnit  lnd around the

South Austrel i l t r  coast is Ncl l  kl lown

On sonte of these isl:rIrds they feed

plinrlr i ly on rtruttoubird chicks ar,d

grow to iDrpressive sizes, rvith some
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rr rro rloot aH PJIP PaMelllq slr^\

.lr.\\ snl 'lla6l i-rrntttf uI 'lJ^.,\oH

tsJ^\ illl uI alaas tleJ(l lou

Pr:ri srrlPutq-alrtls ilt(Lla-I slr sP^\orl

eSrrq ir-rrrlr:dr:)rtue st,\ rtl a.liq^\' Llt-I.d

ot ie^\ .rrarF priro,\\ toCJ {I^\ sltl

Plrr aln .Jloprlln, srq trcql uouretord

.rrltacl r pare,Uo Ptrrl'(LtoLIaA rtll lsllluil^!

itnrnnrurr sttl p:trrtltrrtut,{lqtqord

sJlrq trrrr.nllJr 'ltrtJ tll tloPllut .PlxII
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irroi t q'rr. ir\o .\.\rA rrrt .rotr p:.rd .rirr'1

lu Plrq .^tq ol PLIulsl llfttts lr qJns ro-l

Irnsllun sulers t1 ;oii^r s.lte,t 1y11y1 ot

0909 slr^el r:rs itrtst.r ,{q Putrlsl )rrurt:)

uo Pauoo-lutll \r:lttrs JSJLII Jo srolsJ:)lIl:
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prlrlsl -rt:rr.u]') ntlt 3o strrSuo aq1
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-lo .r,\ol iraql -lo .snr:r.fl sa^ol,l PLIt
strttrtlrfur lNrlrs 

'sP.(q 'sp.ltrzII tto PJ.}
prrr sraurnq .lon-,(tp illr:-rrcll.t arr

salrrrs ,r:rlirt 'pLIuluItrtI iqt uO
-stl()llIP(Io-l 

Illltt tIrIo-ll^tI:l

Sutra,g4r ql,rr:rclor ot ilprdt.r :r,r1o,r: ot

s:1:us -1o .,bryrqr: aqt -.;o clclrrrr:x: ,{peo

ur pcpr,ro-rc{ nul,tql5 I.r-r:r1 -to q rrte s::

iq suortelndod :s:t1l -1o ,,{.pruq sp-rtzr1

rro,{1,rraq pr:,1 ttql s.ta$u3-re,tp r:rrlaqs

sprnlsr b-rrt.tnoqqiratr ::t1l1-1 -ruld :ql

Jo qrllrLl -IoJ lst] ol P.rJloJ u.Io rl1]

os'uosrrs iirrrpaarq :qr trl trlrt.] tu F
^\olpr\\s ol :1qr: ,(1uo u:,(erlt i(lprder
(,rc.r .to.rli sllnlJ lp por !.loq.\\

,i::d ,nrqt tt. s.:{r(rs ra8u sy tp$uol

rll s.rrtattr o,\l a^utqJrir sltllPl,{lPuI

uueJ uLlof Jo ,lsatlno) - olotld
'826I, ul oo7

quad le sa)jeus roBll Furleldstp eueA
,IIco8, ueurv\oqs a)ieus aolaq lqFlu

ueuqco1 utr - optld
'arjeus roBrl allua^nt lqFlu



. r r r t l  r c l e . r r c r l  , r L . , , L rL  l t )  r , r r  t hc  i r l . r r r t l
(  i e r r c t i i  t .  ' t i r r g  o f  t hc  (  , r r  I r . r ,  t i qc t - i  I t . t i

l ' , r ' l r .  r '  I t l r i t , r r  .  r ' r "

p r cc i ' .  o r  i g i r r :  . l r r  r r r r \ t l r f l  l \ i l l g  l c \ r r l t

l l r r .  i .  l L r c  '  ' r . .  r \ . . 1  l r  '  .  f  i

, l i r  c t  s .  n .  e  L ' c t t c t r r  . r l l  pop t r l . r t i o ' , ' .

i nL l r r L l i ng  \V ; \ , t r . l  e . t ' i . r r  A t t ' r t . r l t . r r r

r igt 'r  ' r .r Ic '  I-ht t igt ' r  ' rr .rkcr trhrl tr tc. l

i r r  \ ' . u r c  r r c r c  p r , , l t . r l t l r  c , r r r g l r t  , r r , , L r r r , 1

I ) ( r t l r .  h u t  ( r . r r c n t  q ( r r c t r a  I ) l , r r k c r \

c . r r r r r , r t , l i . t i r r L i t l i ' l r ' L r l r  l , o p t r l . r t i L r r r s
r r r t h i n  WA An  ,  r  ,  I  ,  I  i  t  r  ,  ,  r  r  .  r  I  L  o r r rp I i c . r t i o I r

i '  t l r , r t  t hc  t \ ( )  I ) \ f ( r t l r . ' r '  l i ) f  t l r . r r
( ) r ' r g l r )  . I c  r ( j l  . \ r  l t r \ i \ c  t l r L  ( .  r r  r r . r t

r '  r " r l  , '  r '  i . i  l l  t . t  .

. n , l k c .  , r r r , l  L l r , , ' c  r r r t r ' , , , 11 r ,  c , l  l r r  \ ' . r r r c .  . r s

i t  i r  l i k c l r  t l r . r t  u ) \  t i { . r  \ r r . l l .  r l l . r t l r r q

. , , r r r l ' r r . r t i , , n  l  r r r r l r l  l , .  i i  r  r i l c

Studying large venomous
snakes

(  l o r r l L r r  t i r r g  r t ' c , r r .  h  o r r  \ c r r ( ) r r ) ( i r r \

r p , c i c '  r e q L r i r c '  I r , r r l i ( 1 1 l . l l  f l r ( . l L l l i ( ) r r \
t o  r r r i r i n r i ' c  t l r c  n ' k  , r l  i , . r r r g  l . r t t c r r .

. r l , ,Dg  \ \  r t l r  . r  ,  ( ) r ) t r l s . r ) !  \  1 . l . r r r  ' l t o t t l t l

t l r i '  , , ,  ,  L r r  (  l . r r  r r . r r  l ' l . r r r r l  t i g r f  . r r . l k c t

. l f | ( . l r  t ( )  l r r '  r l t t t r l t  l ) l o t (  r L l . r r c t i  t l l . l r l

t l r . ' t r  t t r . t t t r l , t t r i l  ,  ( ) r l r f . r t f i ( ) t \  , l l t ( l  , r r .

c . r ' i c r  t r '  . . r t r l r  N , , nc rhc l . " .  h . r r r J l r r r g

t l r c  ' n , r l . '  i '  k c l , t  t , ,  . r  r r r i r r i r r r L r r r r  1  r sc r

s r , r kes  . r r c  r r o r  p . r r t i cL rJ . r r J r  t ( ) l c r . r r ) l  ( r t

1 ) ( . 1  . r r r l  l c r r J  r , r  l , . r ' L  . . n l r  1 r )  t l l .  ( l . l \ ' -

t h rn  r ( t ( , 1 (  l ( )  \ h r l l r r  (  ( i l ) \ c ( l l l r l l t l \ :

r r r o ' t  o t  t l r c  t l c l , l uo r l ,  r r , r i  L r r r r L l L r r t cL l

i r  \ e l r t c r r r i r c r  (  ) !  t ( ) i r ( r  . r r t i l  r , l f l \

N ( ) \ ( r l r l r r r .  r r h e r t  r t t g l r s  . r r .  . o L r l  . r r t J

. l . r '  . r r c  r r i l , l  . , \ t  t l l l '  t r r r l (  1 ) l  \ ( . 1 r .

t i g r r '  * n . l k c .  , r (  r r l . r l i r r {  . r r r , 1  t eeJ r r rq -

, r r , l  r l r c  l cu r . r l e ' . r r c , l c r c l , , f  i r r s  i i , l l r c l c '

i t h t r  L r c , r r  l i r c  \ ( ) r l 1 rg  i r l  l . l r r r  \ u r r ) r l ) ( i  )

l . r r qc  r t r t n tL r c t '  o i  t i gc l r r . r I t '  cL rL r l J

1 , .  . . r I r Lu . , 1  c . r I  i r r  t h .  r r r , , r r r i r r s  l , r

' c . r r ch ing  t l r c  i ' 1 . r r r J  r r  l r c r r  t l r c \  l l c r .

l i k c l r  t , ,  l , c  [ ' . r ' k i r r c
'  ( ) nLL  L rc . r t cJ .  r l r c  t i q ( r  \ r r . l k c \  r l c r c

p innc i l  u  i t l r  . r  l ' , r r l , l c J  ' t r ck .  t hen  l . l . r . c , l
i r r  r . r l i c , ,  h . r g ' , r r J . , r n i c t l  b . r , k  t L r  t h e

hc . r , h  I I c r .  L r r r . l e r  . r  s l r . r r l i  s l t c l t c r .

Above Left T ger snakes Ltsual y have
d st inct ve ye low bands.

Left T ger snakes are hafd ed wlth
extrenre caution by the scient sts who
Tesearch thenl
Pllotos - David Peatsotl/DEC5 ; '
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.)f rriu' ),Io r()rtut11c1.l,r aLII l,rlf ilrLIl,l()
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Left Researcher Olivier Lourdaas wearing
the latest fashion in amphibous French
field gear for snake catching.

Middle left  Many Carnac lsland t iger
snakes have wounds to their heads.
Photos - David Pearson/DEc

Bottom left Seagull chicks are important
food i tems.
Photo - )iri Lochman

e . r . r b l i ' l r  t l r e  i J c r t r i t v  u l  t h r  i t r l p l i t .

Adult rigcr sn:rkes ficd nrainly otr

si lvc: gul l  chicks. A:r est iDl i l ted 3(X)0

to .10(X) pi irs of si lver sul ls ncst on
(l :rrnlc Islud crch ycar, so l lests atr '

sprcild ircK)ss trtost olt rhc isl:r:rd and

situltecl closc toqethcr. In spring, t iger

sl l tkcs never nccci to go far to locate:t

gul l  nest rvi th r chick. The ldult  gul ls

;rggressively dt'fcncl chcir Ircst froll)

! i !acr-nrrkc r ' . t ic ls. inf l icr i l rq pccks ro t l le

bocly lnd hercl.Thoush the snakcs ele

rilrcly lrcltltrbccl b,v thc sc;rgttlls. over

tin)c. sonrc ofchc tigc'r slr.tkcs lrc b;rdl-v

denr:rqed.

Arcnnd a pcr-ceDt of thc lclult  t igcr '

sr lrkcs oD (l l rruc Islencl : l rc totr l l -v

bhrr, l  .r '  .r  rc 'rr l t  Lr l-  r l te pr r krrrq. l l ' r . ic

cvolut ionlr,v drcory (tbr instence,
'sulvivll of d1c flttcst') sulrlaests thxt

thc loss of l  Ini t jor scnsc sttch ls

' i gh t  . l r oL r l . l  l c . r J  n '  l l r s  s t . l r v r t i o r r

lncl clcath of thesc r igcr_ snakes. Much

to our surprise, bl ir tci  t igcr sr l . tkcs

lvcrc lccaptttt'cci fiom yclr to year

(solrc of rhenr su:viving thc eDtl lc

su)vcy periocl 6onr 1997 co 2{106).

Thcy contiurecl to crtch fbod, garrr

lr'eight artcl rvcrc l_ottttcl nreting with

od )c r  \ r , r kc { .  l ) L \ l l r c  l l l c i r  I o r .  o t ' r r g l t t .

t l t ey  r v t r r . r b l r  t o  ' t r r ,  c s . i ' L r l l )  f t r r l . r i o r l .

i rnplving cithcr thet vision rves of l i t t le

inrportal lcc in loceti lg prey aDd lr lr tes

or thrt,  once bl incled, they rvere ablc to

change rheir huDting techniqltc

SiDrple laboritory experi l l rel l is

shorvecl thlt  bl indfoldcd t iscr snakes

h;rd gleirt clifliculq catching rnobile

prcy. \o \ ' l r i r t  \ \ ' . rc l l rr  c\Fl,rr ) .r t l  ol  I  ?

The t lclcl  d.rte on drc diet of Clrnlc

! igcl snirkes incl ic:Lted drat bl inded

tieer snakcs ficl entirtly or1 sealillll

chicks. Therc is only onc lr :cord of

consunrcd l l icc i lnrong htttrdrcds of

srnplcs. Nornrt l ly-sighted snakes

ate gtr l l  chicks. bur also took r lore

rnobile prey sttch rs Inice ald l iz:rtds.
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