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ver the pasr 100 years 11 sPecies
of nativc' rnamrnal il We'sterrr

Austrllia have gone c'xtiIrct. A furthcr

frve specic's have disappelrcd lrom

the nrainland bttt tr:tuain on a fc'rv

oflslror.e ishrrd.. rDd lq \pc(rr ' \  rcl |r .r ir)

on the nlair l l lud but hrve decl incd

signilicantly.

ln thc 198(h scientists from the

l)epartnlent of Envirorl l ' l1ent aud

Conservatior (DEC) (the then

l)epartment of Conserv:rt ion and Land

MrnagerneDt) condtlcted research thit

shorved effective fox control could

rcsr.r l t  in an inclr:ase in the:rbundancc

lud di 'rr ibrrt ion of revcr' :r l  r t . tcivu

i lanlnlal ian sPecies.

Western Shield
l ) tC irr ir i .r tcd .r brord-icl l , :  lcr i .r l

fox control arrd research progranl

cal led Operation Foxglovc iu 199'1.

This program involved bliting alrnost

570,000 hectares o[thc northern jarrah

f.rcst rvirh por'orrrd dried n)cJt bri l (

for fox control. This project rvrs so

successful thit irr 199(> it rvas cxpanded

and thc l4l.-{1./,r S/ricl/ fauna recovery

prosrlnl was hunched. The l'l,trtcrtt

S/ricid baiting program extends lronl

Espera[ce in the south-east to Kirratha

iD the north. I t  includes nationrl  Parks
rnd forests ofthe south-west, uttntetous

Wheatbelt reserves, and encontpasses u't

are. of nearly 3.6 mil l ion hectares. As

a result of these successful fox coDtrol

plo€lraDrs the woylie (Bcttotrgia poritillata

ogl/byr) was removed fron the WA and

national threatened species l ists i l l  1996

aDd thc' talnnlr w:rllaby (Macnrpri-t

etgctrii dcrbianus) and qucnda (Isoodoa

obcs us -firsriwnxr) were rcnloved fronl

the WA threateted spccies l ist in 1998.

When thc prograrn first beg;an,

fox control rvas achicved by ttsing

bairs m:rde from chunks of fresh

n1e.lt that were itlected rvith sodium

fluororcctate (1080) and dried to

40 per cent of their original weight

The rDrouDt of 1080 rvas reduced co

three mil l igrarus in 2001. Fox barts are

delivered fi'oln the rir at an inteDsity of

one blit to every 20 hectares (6ve batts

per squarc kilornetre), rrp to six tinres a

year. Smaller reservcs are ground baited

every moDth. The toxitr used in the

b:r i ts (1080) occurs nltumlly in the
'WA 

environment in the Cdjl/o/orir

genus of plants. Narive :rnimrls irr WA

have evolved a stlong tolerance to 1080
',"vhile introduced animals, such rs the

fox rrrd clc. .rrc 1r:q)r ly sertsit ivc to i t

and succunlb e:rsily.

The dried rneat baits havc been

manufactured by the Depanmctt of

Agriculture and Food for many years

and rvere thc blsis of success for

thc l4lcitclr S/ticld program. However,

the cost aDd difficulry in obtaining

suitably cut chunks ofmeat to produce

for b:r i t .  :rr td thc lrbour ir l tcn' ivc

bait-producrion process led l)EC to

look for alternrtives .The 14tr'stcm SIiekl

progrirr l  l r \c( . l roLrrtd 75{l . l l l )0 fox

baits a year arrd a continuing, reliable
.rrpply ofclrc.rp btrt '  r .  c.sertt i . t l  lor ir :

success.

Prcbait
In 19911 innovarive staff rt I)EC's

newly establishcd bait production
res.,rrch ficrl iry i l l  Hrrvuy. wltlr idvi.c
from the snull-goocls proccssing

Previous page
Main Foxes are targeted with Prabait.
Photo - .lay Sarson/Lochman
Transparencies
Inset Dave Hawkes in the Harvey
sausage-making f actory.
Photo - Rob Brazell/DEc

Above Quenda.
Photo - Ann Stotrie

Left The tammar wallaby is vulnerable to
fox predation.
Photo - Jiri Lochman
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