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Above Collecting rubbish from Piesse
Brook.
Photo Linda Stanley

Above right Watsonia weed was
introduced from South Africa.
Photo Dennis Sarson/Lochman
Transparencies

florvering periocls to cut off rlre bucls

:rnd flolvcrs to prevcrr! firrthc: sccdirrg.

Nexr, a coltr lclor wrs ernployecl !o

sprry thc fbl i ige irr Scptcnrbcr during

the bud strge lnd before the florvers

bloonred. Thc contr lctor rrsccl thc

frog-fiicndly v;rriery of thc chemic:Ll

l\ounclup llioActive. Tlre group thc'n

weDt i l ) to tbc selecred rvorking lree

and rcnlovcd rr)y sccd corrr)s that hilcl

survived to rneke sure thcy didn't  seed

ny furrhcl

Thc ncxr grorving season, the
q ro r rp  re l r r lDed  t ( ,  t l l c  p r cv i , ) l r \  y r r r \

working :lrer .nd spot trcrtcd phn$

th:rt  hid survived. Thc :nairrtcnencc

of each zone wrs i l r lporc:tnt rs the

rvork proercsscd througlr the vellc-v lrr

addirion, the group ploglessecl to the

next rvorking lrca nccdiDa prinr;Lry

contrcl.

Nelr dre rvltcl  coul 'sc, thc slrclnl

rvas cloggcd rvirh rvhlt is cornrnonly

knorvn ns blnboo. This spccics,

introduccd to Ar.rsrr l l i l  as err ornlmental

plant, is in fict gillt reecl, :r fblnr

of tal l  grass, : lnd lot i l  truc birnboo.

Thc chal lcngc rvith si lut recd rvrs

dif l l rent-ro trckle this rveed, thc

group had to cut doNn rel l  clumps

of grass :u1d rhell spray rvith poisol.

Elch yclr thct ' is ir  l i t t lc rcgrorvth
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that alllin needs to be cut aud spr:ryed

Llntil control is achieved. The good

news is that once the lnrin plant has

been conoollecl there is hardly any

problcru rvirh regroNth. Whit regrowtll

does comc throush can be ki l lcd off

witlrin rhlt'c years of usi:rg this control

Drcthod.

Blackber ry fron Europe rvas

irrtroduced iuto the Perth hills es r

lruit ing plenr to rerl ind ncu'arr ivals of

honre. Horvever, the plant is rvell sr.rited

to the hills clinrate rnd quickly spread

fronr glrdens irrto thc surrounding

bush at u r larnring mte. Friends of

Piessc lJrook controlled thc sprcird of

blackbcrry by spreying in sunrrner rvitlr

Tror.urce and thcn underteking touch-

up spmying using l{oundup llioActivc.

Orrcc sprlycd, thc pl.rDts uccdcd to

be checked e.ch year rnd re-trerted

rvhere nccessary to coDtrol and prevent

rcgrowth.

C)ucc tbe ur:r io spr:rying h:rs

occurled, the \\ ,olk of the group

intensifies. The bare soil is ln idell
propag.r ion area al ld the seeds of

rvltsoni l  that have bccn dormant

fbr ye;Lrs come to lile :rnd need to

be controlled rvith a vigihnt spray
progr:1r11.

Other rveeds such as che l:uge-le:rved

plantain (P1.111i1.{d ,rafor) 6om Errrope

, t l . o  c rUoy  l l r e  t r c r r  e t r v i r o t r t r t r t r t .  Th i '

is a plant that rvrs probably introduccd

into the State by lccident rvhen elrly

nrrr\cr) owrcr\ brorrgJrt i rr  rsotir '

planrs

A ro t l r c r  r vccd  rh , r r  c r r cn l cs  r .

cotto:r bush. This cln be controlled by
hand rvccding before it st;rrts to florver.

If lcf-t until after florvcring, thc problem
can intensifo.

The use of chemicals
Using cherrr ic:r ls in rhe bush to

control rveecls cluseci concern for sortrc

residens rvho f-ek the problcrn should

bc trcklcd ir a rnore n:rtural way.

Afthough onc ciln agrec with the

principle of hind rveedins noxious

rvc,^ds in thc vallcy, hand lveeding a

fivc-kilorrretrc strerch ofbush extending

30 lnetres wiclc' wrs n task that nolre

of rlre group rves preplred to take

o:r. Tlrcy lvould hlvc bccn fighting a

losing batt le rs the wccds would have

proliti:rated fister than drcy could be
pulled Plus, rvi th hrnd rvcedins sonrc

bulbils rvould hrvc bccr lcl't in the
ground ud rvould hrvc continued to

nlrlltiply xt . rapid rrte.

The replanting effort
The part of thc rchrbi l i tat ion

proccss th:rt  rnost pcople sec'rn to

crr joy is thc planting stage. N:rr ive
plints were purchlsed from the Shrre

of Kalamunda ud provided by l)EC.

They wcre llrown fronr local secd to

ellsure the nitlu':rl stock of rhe valley

was nlairrtai ied. Planting 6rst took
plecc iD wirrtcr 2001, two ye.rrs .lfter
Friends of Piessc Brook clcarcd the

l:rnd of lvccds. Since then, some I 5,000

seedlings have been planted.Thc group

ors.uiscd a ]lushlarrd Clarc l)ay lvhere

locals rvere invited to join irr a plxDtirlg

day and a barbecue lunch.Together they
plantcd tubcs of nrorc than 20 plant

species inch.rding devilt pin (Horca

lrrrrgcas), coraf vinc (KLtntcdia cLttcitrca),
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