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Able to carry nlorc than 3200 litres of

water, the bolrbers aid in danrpening
the fire ahead of crelvs lnd machinery.
They are also vital in protectiDg high

vallre assets, such as houses. While the

bombers do not put the fire out, they
prcvide the ground crews with extra
time by slorvins its rrte ofspread.They

can also begin work on the fire while
grcund crews are on their way. The
pilots receive direction front crews on

rhe ground and in the :rir about wherc

ro drop thcir wi lcr lords ro rrd in thcir

efGctiveness.

DEC has a large fleet of fire

trucks, purpose equipped four-wheel
drive vehicles, heavy earth-moving

n-rachinery, cotrrInuDications equipment
and supporting aircraft at its disposal

ro f ighr. lnd r) l i r)Jgc wildl ircs rn ic\
'Swan Region' managcntent area and
other parts ol- thc south-wesr. DEC

also has a network of spotrer towers

and surveillancc aircraft, which opcrate
throughor.rt thc bushfire season to

detect fires. Spotter aircrafr operate
out of l)well ingup and cover the

entire northern jarrah forest area lronr

Bindoon to Dwellingup. Four lowers
arc used in the outcr Perth :rrea ar
Pinjar, Walyunga, C:rraban and Bickley

with the latter two only operational

on extreme fire days. l)epending on
seasonal conditions, the towers are

nranned from October to May each
year.ln the evenr ofa fire, spotters at the

towe$ take L,earings to accurately fix a
fire! location and give an indication of
its behaviour and size. Fire crews arrd
water bomben can then be quickly and
effectively activated

DEC has a large force ofpernlanent

and seasonal firefighters who hone
their surnrner bushfire skills during

autr.rmn and spring prescribed burning;.
DEC also draws on the experience
and skills of its other staff from areas
such as comnrunications, infornution

technology and mapping during large

and complicated 
'campaign' 

fires such

as the Perth hills andYanchep Natioml
Park fires ofJanuary 2005 :rnd the fire
in January 2007 that threatened the

tolvns of Dwellingup, Pinjarra and
'Wlrool,r.  

I t  i ,  not unconurron for
several hundred people to be involved

in managing a carnpai5;n fire. Many
pcople rre nor direct ly irvolvcd in

fighting the flanes but provide essential
support to those who are.In recognition
oftheir expert ise and experience, DEC
6re crews and nlanagers also take

part in regular deployrnents to fires
in the USA and the eastern states of
Australia. In 2006 a contingent from
DEC helped with fires in the USA and

also assisted with the extremeVictorian

fires of2006-2007.

Putting out the flarnes is only
the first part of the role of the crews
rt a fire. Mopping r,rp or'blacking out'
to nake a wildfire area safe for thc
pr.rblic to return can take several days
and is particularly inrportrnt in areas
with high population and recreational

values, such as around the ntetrcpolitan
area. Public roads and walk trails arc
often closed for several days while
experienced fire crews check the entire
le[stl] of the fire and nark trees that
are at dsk of falliDs or dropping limbs
or have fires in them that need to bc
extinguished with rvater. The track or
rord is orly rc opcrcd to prrbl ic rr:r f f ic
when this task has been coDlpleted.
Yanchep Nlt ional Park, located

Below left Water bombers play a vital
role in protecting assets.

Below DEC has a large force of
permanent and seasonal firefighters.
Photos - LeiEh Sage
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