

















usually live in colonies attached to
the substrate. Some species are often
mistaken for gorgonians and other

sea fans, yet they do not have eight
tentacles and they have a jellyfish-like
sexual stage known as a hydromedusa.

Many hydroids have a very intense,
virulent sting that is quite painful to
humans. Even so, several species of
nudibranchs feed on hydroids, and
many creatures live among the fronds
of stinging tentacles.

This is where the decorator, or
spider cr excel. Some species have
very long rostrums, sometimes divided

into two, and upon which they grow
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complete fronds of hydroids. They
may even grow hydroids over their
entire body. These growths are often so
well placed that their bodies and the
adornments are indistinguishable. This
ensures that their camouflage is perfect,
unless they get it wrong. Occasionally,
you will find a hydroid-coated crab
happily grazing among bright red
or orange soft corals that bear no
resemblance to a hydroid, or the crab.
These are just a handful of the
ic creatures that live among
als. Spend a little time under
water and you may just find yourself
captivated by them.

Above This tiny spider, or decorator, crab
has planted hydroids on its body, legs and
rostrum.

Left Spindle cowrie on back coral.

Below Crinoids (feather stars) often perch
on sea whips to obtain a better vantage
point to catch passing plankton.

Ann Storrie is an accomplished
underwater photographer and
marine enthusiast. She has
co-authored and photographed
the Department of Environment
and Conservation publications
The Turquoise Coast and Wonders
of Western Waters. Ann can be
contacted by email
(naturescapes.au@hotmail.com).









