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In anticipation of the exciting redesign planned
for LANDSCOPE, we take a look back into the
magazine’s history.
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ANDSCOPE  magazine was

launched in June 1985 as the
journal of the Western Australian
Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM). Over the past 28
years it has documented and celebrated
the natural spaces of this amazing state,
and the diverse and significant flora,
fauna and landscapes found here. It
has delighted and informed thousands
of readers, many of whom have
been subscribing for numerous years.
Production of the magazine has been
passed through several departments as
they have changed through the years—
from CALM to the Department of
Environment and  Conservation
(DEC) in 2006 to the newly formed
Department of Parks and Wildlife
(DPaW) established in July 2013.

Readers of LANDSCOPE
have a deep interest in the natural
environment but, while often well-
informed and interested in science,
do not necessarily have a scientific
background. Therefore the magazine is
more than a scientific journal—it aims
to provide information about scientific
research, conservation activities and
recreation opportunities to a wider
audience, and present this information
in an engaging way, accompanied by
stunning photography.

Most articles in LANDSCOPE are
contributed by departmental staff—
scientists, technical officers and a range
of other employees, right up to the
head of the agency—and there are also
articles from members of associated
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(Conserving the culture of
Burrup Peninsula

organisations  and  institutions
including universities, volunteer and
not-for-profit environmental groups,
and freelance writers. The richness of
the magazine’s content is a reflection
of the many talented contributing
authors.

LANDSCOPE is renowned
for its photography, and has drawn
on the work of many exceptional
WA photographers over the vyears.
Contributing authors often have
excellent photography skills as well,
providing shots of rarely visited places
or unusual or interesting species
they study. Their photos, beautifully
presented by the magazine’s graphic
design team, have become a hallmark
of the magazine.
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Looking back

Flicking through the 1985 launch
edition—which included an article
about Lane Poole Jarrah Reserve
(now Lane Poole Reserve) and a
photographic essay on Hamersley
Range National Park (now Karijini
National Park)—it’s amazing to see
how much has changed, but also
how things have remained the same,
Throughout the past three decades
LANDSCOPE’s aim has always been
to educate and inspire our- readers
about the natural environment,

The creation of the state’s first
marine park, Marmion, was celebrated
by the magazine in March 1986, in
a feature article about the natural
values and challenges in managing
these popular waters just off Perth.

Previous page

Main A collection of LANDSCOPE

covers over time, illustrated by Philippa
Nikulinsky, lan Dickinson, Martin
Thompson and Gooitzen van der Meer.
Inset illustration Front cover illustration
of cut-leaf banksia, LANDSCOPE Autumn
20009.

Hiustration - Philippa Nikulinsky

Above The Winter 2013 issue describes
the state's 100th national park, Murujuga.

Left This article from March 19886, in the
fourth issue of LANDSCOPE, discusses
the first Western Australian marine park,
Marmion.




Fast forward 27 years to 2013, and the
magazine featured Murujuga National
Park, the state’s 100th national park,
which will be managed with the
traditional owners.

The 1986 Winter issue also saw
the first article authored by Keiran
McNamara, at the time director of
Nature Conservation and later CALM’s
executive director and DEC’s director
general. This article was entitled
‘Managing kangaroos—striking a
balance’. Keiran also wrote a feature
about the highly successful rescue of
killer whales at Augusta in July 1986,
which ran in the issue released in
Summer 1986—87.

The first ‘Urban antics’ graced
LANDSCOPES pages in the same
summer edition. While this piece was
not written by John Hunter, he quickly
took the reins—his first ‘antics’ ran in
the Summer 1988—89 issue, entitled
‘Reptilian escapades’, and he’s done
every one since. His entertaining and
engaging colloquial ‘stories of an urban
naturalist’ quickly became popular. As a
kid, my reading of LANDSCOPE was
tocused almost entirely on that back
inside story. I loved the tree-climbing
adventures, backyard discoveries and
short, interesting facts.

The magazine has frequently
explored the topic of land management
planning. For example, in the Winter
1987 issue, then executive director
Syd Shea and general manager
Roger Underwood wrote about the
management plans that would take the
south-west environment into the 21st

century in their article ‘Blueprints for .

the future’. The article discussed the
challenges facing the then new CALM,
and its commitment to ‘the progressive
philosophy of public participation in
land management’.

Above right LANDSCOPE cover illustration
of a prickly honeysuckle fram Spring 2010,
lllustration - Philippa Nikulinsky

Behind the scenes

- Paradoxically, a magazine ages by not changing. What once may have been fresh,
exhilarating and delightful 10 years ago can seem dated today.

During my association with LANDSCOPE we gave the magazine a major cover-
to-cover examination and rethink in the early 1990s and again in 2003. Our aim
was to try and keep it a 'must read’ concerning conservation, parks and wildlife
in Western Australia.

The magazine developed a reputation for excellence in nature and science
journalism, photography and graphic design and it was great fun and hugely
rewarding to be associated with that.

The broad goal of LANDSCOPE since its inception has been to increase
community awareness, understanding and support for WA's nature conservation
and land and marine management programs, and to promote wider community
involvement in the prevention and solution of problems in our natural environment.

We tried to accomplish this by having each issue of the magazine bring readers
fresh perspectives on WA and fascinating insights into our native plants,
animals, and special places. With easy-to-read articles that are scientifically
accurate, and accompanied by stunning pictures, LANDSCOPE has aimed to not
only inform and educate, but also to delight.

A significant feature of LANDSCOPE over the years, and a highlight for me,
was the botanical and wildlife art of Philippa Nikulinsky that appeared on many
covers of the magazine. Philippa is one of the most celebrated botanical artists
in Australia, and her particular specialty is recording the phenomenal natural
resource of wildflowers found in WA.

Contributed by the department's former director of Strategic Development and
Corporate Affairs, and long-time LANDSCOPE executive editor, Ron Kawalilak.
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Above LANDSCOPE cover Winter 2003.
fifustration - Philippa Nikulinsky

In the Winter 1993 edition, Syd
joined forces with the manager of
CALM’s Policy and Extension Branch
Jim  Sharp, DPaW’s
director general, to author the article
‘Our natural advantage’. This piece
explored the significant nature-based
tourism opportunities available in WA.
Over the years, many departmental staff

now acting

contributed to the magazine, both as

authors and in scientific and technical

review—a significant commitment of
time and expertise.

A new look in 2003

The magazine was redesigned
2003, launching a number of new
features with which you've become
familiar, including ‘Bookmarks’,
teature articles (which replaced ‘Bush
Telegraph’), a contributors’ page and
the double-page ‘Feature park’. Then

mini

executive editor Ron Kawalilak—who
took responsibility for the magazine in
November 1989 and helped guide it
for 22 years—admitted in his opening
editor’s letter to be delighted and
nervous upon inviting
explore the new-look format.

readers to

Filling a niche

As well as informing the public
about the work the department
does, LANDSCOPE has played an
important role in showcasing the efforts
of conservationists, naturalists, scientists,
historians and volunteers. Many of these
people really value the opportunity to
get their message heard. The magazine
fills a niche, and theres nothing else
like it.

Many scientists credit the magazine
with increasing the profile of their
rescarch programs and the causes
they champion, possibly leading to
increased support from community
groups and other agencies. Principal
research scientist Tony Friend—who
co-authored an article about numbats
for the second issue of the magazine,
in September 1985, and has penned
many since—says the magazine
has certainly been a great way for
him to acknowledge the support of
community groups. He says its been a
good medium for communicating his
research, particularly as the magazine’s
style enables a more anecdotal approach
than traditional ‘heavy’
publications, which are less accessible to
most people. This is supported by the
fact that LANDSCOPE is very visual,
teaturing high quality photography,
broadening its appeal.

One of LANDSCOPE’ scientific
checkers, principal research
scientist Keith Morris, said articles in
the magazine played an important role
in promoting outcomes of research and
raising awareness about conservation

science

senior

‘1ssues.

Senior research scientist Anne
Cochrane contributed her first article

to LANDSCOPE in 1995 and has

authored or co-authored many articles
since—about high priority conservation
areas, flora translocation programs, and
the collection and storage of seeds as an
insurance policy for rare and vulnerable
species. Anne says shes enjoyed
writing for the magazine, and getting
conservation messages to readers and
subscribers, and also to people within
the department. Particularly pleasing,
Anne says, have been responses from the
public—she’s received some delightful
letters and emails, often from people
who are keen to get involved and
support a conservation cause, such as
offering their property as the site for a
translocation project.

For some contributors, an article
published in LANDSCOPE was their
first ever in print, or the first to appear in
a ‘real’ magazine. The magazine has also
provided the opportunity for a number
of work experience or professional
placement students from universities to
have their work published. Many will
testify to that particular buzz that comes
from seeing one’s name in print.

LANDSCOPE into the future

The magazine’s Autumn 2014 issue
will see a new contemporary design,
with some great additional content.
The focus on scientifically accurate
articles will remain, with continued
focus on animals, plants, ecosystems,
environmental and nature

conservation and the people who make

science

it all happen. This will be coupled with
new features exploring ways you can
enjoy spending time in national parks
and marine parks, encouraging you
to get out and experience nature. We
look forward to you joining us on the
continuing journey.

Joanna Adele was a Department of Parks and Wildlife publishing officer and
LANDSCOPE editor at the time of writing this article.

The department would like to acknowledge the many people who have made
LANDSCOPE magazine possible, fram contributors, photographers, editors and graphic
designers, to the scientific and technical advice panel, print houses, retail outlets and
sales and distribution team. Most importantly, the department would like to thank the
magazine's readers and subscribers, long-term and new, for their support. As a thank
you, a special 20 per cent discount on all WA Naturally publications is available to
existing subscribers. Visit the department's online shop at shop.dpaw.wa.gov.au to view

the entire range.
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People in profile: Barbara York Main

The name Barbara York Main has become almost synonymous with

trapdoor spider research in Western Australia.

Science, a weed and cat control

Scientists investigate reports of cats chewing on a weed and lapsing
into a drug-induced stupor, and look into how it could aid feral cat

control eftorts.

Regulars
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Contributors and guest columnist

Bookmarks

Common 'Trees of the South-West Forests
A Natural History of Australian Bats: Working the Night Shift
Foresters of the Raj

Feature park

Shannon National Park

Endangered
Milky emu bush

Urban antics

SWRI] song

Publishing credits

Editors Samille Mitchell, Joanna Adele,

Mitzi Vance, Karla Graham.
Scientific/technical advice Kevin Thiele,
Lachie McCaw, Keith Morris,

Design and production Gooitzen van der Meer,
Lynne Whittle, Tiffany Taylor, Natalie Curtis.
llustration Gooitzen van der Meer.
Cartography Promaco Geodraft.

Marketing Cathy Birch.

Phone (08) 9334 0296 or fax (08) 9334 0432.
Subscription enquiries

Phone (08) 9219 8000.

Prepress and printing Advance Press,
Western Australia.
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All material copyright. No part of the contents
of the publication may be reproduced without
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Published by the Department of Parks and
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Visit DPaW online at www.dpaw.wa.gov.au.
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